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here are a “record number” of 
isabled people in Britain’s 
uils, with many living in inac- 
essible buildings and denied 
qual access to basic activities, 
ampaigners have revealed. 

One wheelchair user was 
onfined to his cell for 24 hours 
iday and left to sit in his own 
fine because of a lack of suit- 
ble bathing facilities. 

A deaf prisoner complained 
here was no fire drill informa- 
ion for deaf people and he 
ould not hear his cell alarm. 
fe has also missed medication, 
ym, exercise and a visit from 
he Board of Visitors because 
e could not hear the tannoy. 

A third disabled prisoner 
omplained he was excluded 
rom education 
ecause it was on the third floor 
f the prison. Another was left 
jithout his prosthetic leg. 

The Prison Reform Trust 
uid such complaints are on the 
ise and have prompted it to 


produce the first ever informa- 
tion booklet for disabled pris- 
oners, which will be distributed 
by the Prison Service. 

It believes the number of dis- 
abled people in prison is at an 
all-time high, although the 
Prison Service does not collect 
figures. 

Disabled prisoners are com- 
plaining about a lack of infor- 
mation in accessible formats, 
lack of access to prison activi- 
ties, and in some cases poor 
treatment and discrimination. 

Juliet Lyon, Prison Reform 
Trust director, said the Prison 
Service had a long way to go 
before imprisonment was no 
longer a “double punishment” 
for disabled people and the 
service could meet its commit- 
ment to comply with the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA). 

While prisons have now 
appointed disability liaison 
officers (DLOs), they do not 


activities 


unished twice 


have ring-fenced time or money 
to work with disabled prison- 
ers, she said. “The Victorian 
buildings are deeply inaccessi- 
ble and difficult for anyone 
with access needs. 

“Although they have appoint- 
ed disability liaison officers, 
there are very few working full- 
time and no money set aside for 
them,” she added. 

She said the government had 
yet to carry out an access audit 
of Britain’s prisons or develop a 
policy on disabled prisoners. 

But a government spokes- 
woman said guidelines existed 
for the management of disabled 
prisoners and these were being 
reviewed this year. 

All prisons were required to 
have a local disability policy in 
place.as. wellias a.DLO; and 
were conducting access audits 
in preparation for the extension 
of the DDA in October. 

Budget issues were up to indi- 
vidual governors, she added. 
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New power generation: Melbourne Bartlett, from Heol-y-Gors, 
south Wales, recharges the battery of his electric wheelchair and 
powers his chair lift with electricity generated by a wind turbine 
and two solar “photovoltaic” panels in his garden. They were 
installed with help from Awel Aman Tawe, a community sustain- 
able energy project. 
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BBC in talks over first ever 
disability comedy series 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY NUALA CALVI 


The BBC has commissioned a 
pilot for the first ever disability 
comedy series, which could 
provide a “breakthrough” in 
raising the profile of disabled 
people on television. 

The news comes four months 
after the broadcaster launched 
targets to improve the numbers 
of disabled people in its pro- 
grammes, including a pledge 
that BBC3 would “broadcast 
one drama or entertainment 
series with a regular disabled 
character by the end of 2004”. 

The series, planned for 


BBC3, is likely to be a mixture 


of short sketches and Trigger 


Happy TV-style comedy with 
members of the public. 

The actors and most of the 
writers are expected to be dis- 
abled and will include comedi- 
an Laurence Clark. 

Independent production 
companies were asked to sub- 
mit proposals and Outline 
Productions was chosen to cre- 
ate a not-for-broadcast pilot by 
September. 

The company confirmed it 
was in the process of deciding 
the cast for the show. 

Clark said the show could be 


a “breakthrough” and promote 
disability comedy in the same 
way that Goodness Gracious Me 
has done for Asian comedians. 

“In the same way, this is 
comedy that is based around a 
minority group but is aimed at 
the public at large. 

“The fact that this is some- 
thing the BBC is looking to do 
is significant in itself, given the 
last few years. There has been 
an upsurge of programmes with 
disabled people recently.” 

A BBC spokeswoman said 
the project had “not got the 
green light yet”, but was “in 
development”. 


On the cover: A Lloyds TSB team was one of three with both disabled and non-disabled members 
that competed in the Microsoft Challengers Trophy, Europe’s largest company team-building event, 


on the Isle of Wight last month. 


Pictured taking part in the rope climb exercise is John Spence, director of policy coordination and 
risk for Lloyds TSB, who is visually impaired and led the team. 
He and his eight colleagues came 90th out of 113 teams, but won the award for raising the most 
money — £115,000 — for the NSPCC’s FULL STOP campaign to end cruelty to children. 
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Call to action 


A new report from the Prime 
Minister’s own strategy unit 
has called for concerted govern- 
ment action to remove the bar- 
riers that prevent disabled peo- 
ple improving their lives. 

The interim report* says dis- 
abled people face widespread 
discrimination, with lower 
incomes, poorer education and 
fewer job opportunities than 
non-disabled people. 

It suggests possible policy 
changes, such as extending the 
direct payments system and 
providing more money for 
independent living and better 
financial incentives for disabled 
people to seek work. 

~ It also says disabled people 
should be able to hold service 


Prescrl 


Meme head of the British 
Healthcare Trades Association 
(BHTA) has called on the gov- 
ernment to make wheelchairs 
and other assistive technologies 
(AT) available on prescription. 
Ray Hodgkinson, director of 
the BHTA, has written a paper 
with the Disabled Living Centres 
Council calling for AT to be pro- 
vided in a similar way to glasses. 
At present, users of AT are 
assessed and then wait for the 
equipment that is chosen for 
them. But with glasses, opti- 
cians provide a prescription for 
lenses and users choose a frame 


Drive to 
end stigma 


Campaigners have broadly wel- 
omed a government drive to 
end mental health stigma, but 
say more funding is needed to 
make it work. 
A new report, Mental 
ealth and Social Exclusion’, 
outlines how the government 
plans to tackle discrimination 
and improve opportunities for 
people with mental health 
problems. 

The initiative will focus on 


employment, housing, educa- 
tion, family needs and commu- 
aity participation. 

Jeff Rooker, Minister for 
Social Exclusion, said: “Too 
often, people with mental 
aealth problems do not have 
che support they need to partic- 
pate fully in society. That’s 
why we are taking this action.” 

Mental health charities 
Mind and Maca welcomed the 
-eport as a step in the right 
direction but said more long- 
‘erm funding was needed. 
‘www.odpm.gov.uk 


providers accountable if they fail 
to reach minimum standards. 

Bert Massie, chairman of the 
Disability Rights Commission 
and a member of the project 
advisory group, said he 
was “hopeful” it could eventu- 
ally lead to action right across 
government. 


But he said the unit needed 
to “put a lot more flesh” on the 
“rather emaciated skeleton” of 
the interim report. 

He added: “You might well 
say it doesn’t say many new 
things we didn’t know a long 
time ago, but at least it is being 
said by the right people now.” 

Maria Eagle, Minister for 
Disabled People and “sponsor 
minister” of the report (left), 
said: “It is vital we identify 
major changes to reduce barriers 
that inhibit people from partici- 
pating within our community.” 

The final report should be 
presented to her in the autumn. 
“Improving the Life Chances of 
Disabled People, tel: 020 7276 1881 
www.strategy.gov.uk 


e a wheelchair 


from any optician, using a mix- 
ture of NHS contributions and 
private cash. 

Mr Hodgkinson said the sys- 
tem was not working because it 
was based on price. Instead, he 
has proposed a model based on 
assessment, advice and choice. 

“An occupational therapist 
or physiotherapist would be 
able to prescribe equipment on 
the spot. It’s no different to 
going to the doctor,” he said, 
adding that competition would 
drive down prices. 

The paper has been present- 
ed to the Healthcare Industries 


wt 


Task Force, a government and 
healthcare industry initiative to 
increase patient access to med- 
ical technology, which will 
report in October. 

Sue Clements, of the 
Disabled Living Foundation, 
welcomed the proposal and 
said: “The ideas underpinning 
it are very positive.” 

But a Department of Health 
spokeswoman said it was 
pleased with the progress health 
and social services were making 
towards integration and that 
now was not the time to consid- 
er further changes to the system. 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


| responsibility for access. 


| Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Living Foundation. 
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Zebra crossing: Oliver Milsom, ten, was one of 60 deaf children 
who won tickets to the National Deaf Children’s Society’s 60th 
birthday party, held in London Zoo’s jungle-themed room. 


‘Deep concern 
over prejudice 


Three out of five people would 
not want to pay higher council 
taxes to ensure all public trans- 
port was accessible to disabled 
people, according to a new 
survey. 

Two thirds of those ques- 
tioned by YouGov also believed 
it was acceptable for a non-dis- 
abled person to play the part of 
a disabled person in a film or 
drama. 

But the survey, carried out 
for the disability charity 
Scope’s Time To Get Equal 
campaign, also found 87 per 


of those 
believed disabled people should 


cent questioned 
have equal rights with non-dis- 
abled people. 

Tony Manwaring, chief exec- 
“We are 


deeply concerned about the 


utive of Scope, said: 


level of prejudice revealed by 
this report. 

“The non-disabled public 
claims to believe in equality for 
disabled people, but once you 
look under the surface prevail- 
ing attitudes are shockingly 
outdated.” 
www.timetogetequal.org.uk 
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ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
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all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 
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Store war Hunger strike ends 


DN CAMPAIGN 


A supermarket manager is 
standing up to shoppers who 
abuse disabled parking bays, 
despite receiving constant 
abuse and a string of threats. 

Seane Wilkinson (right), who 
has been managing Asda’s 
Whinfield store in Darlington 
for four years, has even been 
threatened with having his legs 
broken. 

Another shopper told him, 
“we know where you live”, after 
he asked him to move his car. 

Mr Wilkinson decided to 
take a more prominent role in 
policing the abuse after being 
appalled by threats to his staff 
from shoppers misusing acces- 
sible spaces. 

He now puts notices on cars 
himself and has even banned 
people from shopping in the 
store for a day, because of their 
behaviour when challenged. 

He has also made police aware 
of the issue and said he will report 
any future instances of “verbal or 
threatening abuse”. 

“| have a moral duty to try 
and ensure that these spaces are 
reserved for the people they are 
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Information : brochures 
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intended for,” he said. 

His hardline approach has 
already proved successful. “I do 
get a lot of notes of support 
and we have noticed a reduc- 
tion in abuse levels over the last 
two months or so,” he said. 

He has received strong back- 
ing for his stance from 
Darlington Association on 
Disability, which has cam- 
paigned strongly on the issue. 

Gordon Pybus, chair of the 
association, said: “He’s prepared 
to stick his heels in and do some- 
thing. I think he’s really good.” 
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Gulf war veteran Alex Izett 
(right) has called off his hunger 
strike after the announcement 
of an independent public 
inquiry into gulf war syndrome. 

Izett, who spent 40 days 
without eating, was reportedly 
“delighted” by the news that an 
anonymous donor is to finance 
the investigation. 

The inquiry will be led by 
former high court judge Lord 
Berwick, but is not supported 
by the government. 

It will 
cumstances that have led to the 
ill health and in some cases 
death of over 5,000 British 
troops following deployment to 
the Gulf”. 


“investigate the cir- 


Editors must engage disabled journos 


DN CAMPAIGN 


Two more major industry bod- 
ies have backed DN’s campaign 
to increase the numbers of dis- 
abled people working in jour- 
nalism and improve media coy- 
erage of disability. 

The Society of Editors (SE) 
and the National Association 
of Press Agencies (NAPA) both 
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Veterans and their families 
will be asked to assist and can 
submit evidence to a website”, 
while the inquiry is hoping 
for the full cooperation of 
the government. 

A government spokeswoman 
said it would “consider any 
approach” made but that it has 
funded over £8.5m of alterna- 
tive research programmes and 
did not think there was a need 
for a public inquiry. 

The Gulf Veterans’ Society 
said it was pleased with the 
announcement, which was a 
“major step forward”. 

Maria Rusling, wife of veter- 
an Sean Rusling, said: “We need 
gulf vets to get online and take 


called for improvements in rep- 
resentation. 

Barrie Tracey, director of 
NAPA, said disabled people 
faced similar barriers to 
women journalists 20 years ago 
and many editors were igno- 
rant about the jobs disabled 
people could do. 

He said: “For example, there’s 
no reason why a wheelchair user 
can’t be a very good reporter. 


part in the inquiry. This could 
be their one and only chance to 
get what they want.” 
*www.lloyd-gwii.com 


They might not be able to 
doorstep people, but I’ve know 
wheelchair users to cover riots.” 
Bob Satchwell, director of SE, 
said editors sometimes needed 
reminding of the benefits of 
inclusion. “It’s important to 
engage the huge numbers “ 
people who have disabilities o 
one kind or another. It’s not just 
a matter of ethics, but there’s a 
commercial reason for doing it.” 


A \ 


Police were called to the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) in Manchester last 
month as 40 disability rights 
activists occupied their offices 
| for over five hours. 


The protesters from 
Manchester Disabled People’s 
Direct Action Network 


(MDAN) entered the DRC 
building at 1.30pm on 7 June 
} to protest about housing and 
independent living. 

An MDAN spokeswoman 
| said: “We were surprised we all 
| got in. We went to the recep- 
tion and made a real racket.” 

The protesters blew whis- 
tles, shouted and demanded 
to speak to Bob Niven, the 

DRC’s chief executive, in 
\) what the protesters say was a 

peaceful protest. DRC staff 
) were sent home at 2pm. 

The protesters spent over 


five hours in negotiations 
| with Mr Niven, including a 
telephone conference with 
DRC chairman Bert Massie. 
The protesters asked the 
| DRC to sign a letter to the 
| Prime Minister demanding 
| that disabled people’s right to 
| independent living be includ- 
| ed in the new disability dis- 
| crimination bill. 
| MDAN said it was angry 
| the DRC hadn’t campaigned 
for accessible housing, per- 


Disability campaigners have 
largely welcomed the joint 


committee’s report on the 
Disability Discrimination Bill 
which calls on the govern- 
ment to “go further” to pro- 
tect disabled people from dis- 


crimination. 
The Joint Committee on 
me Draft Disability 


Discrimination Bill called for 
the definition of disability to 
be extended to include peo- 
ple with HIV, cancer, multi- 
| ple sclerosis and other pro- 
gressive conditions from the 
point of diagnosis, as well as 
those with social and com- 
munication impairments and 
people with depression last- 
ing more than six months. 
It also suggests a 2017 
| deadline for all trains to be 
accessible, provisions to stop 
landlords refusing permission 
for disabled people to adapt 
homes and a change in name 
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Rights call: Tom Comerford and Tracy Surgeoner in the offices 


sonal assistance and indepen- 
dent advocacy to be included in 
the bill. The MDAN spokes- 
woman said: “If disabled people 
cannot get in and out of their 
own homes or get the personal 
assistance they need to get up 
out of bed in the morning, they 
are unable to work, attend 
school, college or university.” 
The protest ended with the 
two sides agreeing to meet on 
10 July, although the DRC 
didn’t sign the letter. A DRC 
spokesman wouldn’t comment 
on the protest, but said: “We 
are trying to work with them. 


‘Campaigners: bill 
ishould go further 


to the anti- -discrimination bill. 

Lord Carter, committee 
chairman, said: “We could 
have produced all sorts of 
airy fairy ideas, but we want- 
ed the bill to become law as 
soon as possible.” 

Bert Massie, chairman of 
the Disability Rights 
Commission, said the report 
was “great news for disabled 
people” and, if implemented, 
would close major loopholes 
in the existing law. 

He also welcomed the call 
for legal redress for disabled 
people who are refused 
access to public transport. 

Brian Lamb, spokesman 
for the Disability Charities 
Consortium, praised the 
committee’s 2017 rail dead- 
line but said they were disap- 
pointed the report failed to 
recommend making it 
easier for people to take 
action against discrimination. 


The ball’s in their court now.” 

Mr Niven, in a letter to 
MDAN, said the DRC believed 
the bill could be strengthened 
and wants to work with DAN to 
improve rights for disabled peo- 
ple. But he said he thought a let- 
ter to the Prime Minister could 
lead to the “bill being delayed or 
lost altogether”. 

The MDAN spokeswoman 
said the protest was “definitely 
successful” as it “got the ball 
rolling”. 

A Greater Manchester Police 
spokeswoman said the protest 
had been peaceful. 


r= ie 


hoisting. 


Water 


to bathe bed 


e The modern way 


ridden clients. 


Campaigners protested as the new disability bill was scrutinised. Lucy Glynn reports 
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Councils condemned 
The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) has 
accused councils of “burying 
their heads in the sand” and 
taking little notice of their 
duties under part three of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), 


force in October. 


which comes into 


The commission said one 
third of councils don’t know 
how many of their services 
will be accessible by autumn. 


New plan launched 
The DRC has launched its 
strategic plan for 2004/05 to 
2006/07. The plan sets out the 
commission’s commitment to 
creating a society where dis- 
abled people can participate 
fully as equal citizens. 

Over the next three years, 
the DRC will focus on closing 
the gap in opportunities 
between disabled and non- 
disabled people in education, 
employment, access to goods 
and services, health and inde- 
pendent living. 
www.drc-gb.org 


DDA health drive 


Health Secretary John Reid 
and Bert Massie, chairman of 
the DRC, have launched the 
joint Framework for 
Partnership Action* to enable 
National Health Service 
(NHS) staff to meet their 
obligations under the DDA 
and to ensure the NHS meets 
the needs of disabled people. 
*www.dh.gov.uk 
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6 News 


Scrap the bill 


Campaigners have called on the 
government to scrap the 
Mental Incapacity Bill because 
it leaves disabled people “open 


to abuse” and lets “euthanasia 
in through the back door”. 

The bill aims to give disabled 
people more rights to make 
decisions for themselves, such 
as advance statements on treat- 
ment if they lose capacity. 

It would also create a “gener- 
al authority” to make emer- 
gency decisions in the best inter- 
ests of someone lacking capacity. 

Conservative MP Sir 
Teddy Taylor told a debate he 
organised at the House of 
Commons that the government 


Happy birthday: Camden Mayor Cllr Harriet Garland signs a giant 
card to the community mental health charity Maca, which 
launched its 125th anniversary celebrations last month with a birth- 
day party at its national office in London. Also pictured is Tom 
Hamilton from Maca. 


should scrap the bill. 

He said the bill gives doctors 
too much power, because it 
allows them to decide what is 
and what isn’t a useful life. 

Dr Jacqui Laing, senior law 
lecturer at London 
Metropolitan University, said 
the bill was reminiscent of 
Nazi reasoning. 

“Attorneys can make life and 
death decisions. There’s 
massive potential for abuse,” 
she said. 

And Andrew Lee, director of 
People First, told the debate the 
“general authority” was a 
licence to discriminate and 


abuse. He is worried that rela- 


tives will interfere with the 
choices of people with learning 
difficulties, and about their 
lack of protection. 

“Relatives are covered if they 
say they think they were acting 
in the best interest of the 
disabled person but a lot of dis- 
abled people’s problems are 
with their parents or relatives,” 
he said. 

“There needs to be a system 
to challenge the decisions 
people make acting under 
authority.” 

The government was set to 
introduce the bill to Parliament 
as DN went to press. There will 
be a full report next month. 


Lights out at Lantern 


Campaigners have been forced 
to admit defeat in their battle 
to stave off the closure of a 
hotel and care home owned by 
the British Polio Fellowship 
(BPF). 

Residents and staff at The 
Lantern Hotel in Worthing 
(right) were in tears when told 
the news by BPF chief executive 
Graham Ball last month. 

Residents are said to be 
“very frightened, very worried 
and anxious” after being told 
they would have to be found 
new homes. 

Campaigners had won a last 
minute reprieve for the hotel 
last September (DN, Nov 2003), 
after the charity’s annual gener- 
al meeting voted in a new man- 
agement council which reversed 
the previous decision to close it. 

The Lantern was given 12 
months to break even, but it is 
still losing more than £100,000 
a year. 

Mr Ball, who took over at 


Garden Share: Actress Patricia Hodge (centre) unveiled the new 
Warren Smith Memorial Garden at SHARE Community’s annua’ 
garden party on 27 May. She is pictured with trainees Harish Pate! 
and Angela Buggy. The south London charity provides vocationa| 


training to disabled people. 


BPF six months ago, said the 
decision to close The Lantern, 
one of the few such facilities 
accessible to people who use 
electric wheelchairs, was 
“reluctantly” “made ‘by *the 
trustees on 12 June. 

He said: “Everybody is very 
sad. We no longer have the 
resources to subsidise it to the 
level we have in the past.” 

The nine remaining residents 
will be found new homes, but 
the building will not be sold 


i 
! 


until at least mid- Novembil 
because of hotel bookings. 

Ann Stevens, who has had 
polio and lives across the road 
from The Lantern and cam 


paigned for it to stay open, said 
the decision was “devastating 
but sadly inevitable”, despite 
months of fundraising and vol- 
untary work. | 

“I think we have all come to 
the conclusion now very sadly 
that there wasn’t really any 
hope,” she said. 


SS ee”. 


History in 


-. iD) is ability Awareness Day 2004 


(An independent living exhibition with a ditterence) 
Walton Hall Gardens, Warrington (off A56) 


Sunday I Ith July 


300 exhibitors with information about support groups, 
services, equipment, transport, holidays, employment and 
much more, with sports, arts, children’s soft play area 
and a fun packed programme of family entertainment. 
All facilities accessible, BSL interpreters, wheelchair 
loans, and enablers, free park & ride schemes. 


For further details contact the disability help-line on 


01925 240064 


or visit www.disabilityawarenessday.co.uk 


Sponsored by 


BRE 
rea 
a) northwest 


development agency 


INVESTING IN 


englancsnorthwest 


the making 


thanks to lotto cash — 


A unique archive recording the 
history of the disabled people’s 
movement is being set up with 
lottery funding. 

Greater Manchester 
Coalition of Disabled People 
(GMCDP) won a £50,000 grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
to create what is thought to be 
the only cross-impairment 
archive run by disabled people 
in the UK. 

It will use the money to find 
a suitable home for an ongoing 
collection of artefacts and 
information. 


Project manager Brian 

Kokoruwe said: “This is a 
unique project because it is 
being pioneered by an organi- 
sation of disabled people. In 
our view it is very important 
that we record and chart our 
own history.” 
e GMCDP is calling for disabled 
people across the UK who may 
have possible archive material or 
who want to share their 
experiences of the movement to 
contact them on 0161 273 5154, 
fax 0161 273 4164 or email 
brian@gmcdp.com 
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A member of the Automobile 
Association (AA) for 25 years 
has raised concerns about the 
level of service provided for 
wheelchair users. 

Yvonne Stasiak, 54, from 
Petersfield, was told that, 
‘unless she could transfer to the 
passenger seat of one of its 
jvans, they could not help her 
if her car broke down. 

An AA spokeswoman told 
‘DN that Mrs Stasiak had mere- 
ly been given incorrect informa- 
‘tion and that wheelchair users 
«were offered an accessible taxi 
to get home. 

If the chair could not fit in a 
taxi, the AA would contact a 


| 


‘(Medicinal cannabis campaign- 
2rs have welcomed the results of 
ja clinical trial which shows that 
2 cannabis-based drug reduces 
Iain in people with arthritis. 
GW Pharmaceuticals (GW) 
mnounced positive results from 
ts cannabis-based spray in a 
study of 58 people with rheuma- 
toid arthritis. The act showed 


| lished by the United 
1 Kingdom Petroleum Industry 
| | Association and the Centre 


The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association said it was a 

iG . ” 

| “welcome first step” by the 

| industry. 

*“www.ukpia.com 


' New Welsh guidelines 
| The Welsh Assembly 
} Government is drawing up 
| good practice guidelines on 
| providing mental health ser- 
vices for profoundly deaf 
people. 

Jane Hutt, minister for 
health and social services, 
made the announcement at 
the annual conference of the 
British Society for Mental 
Health and Deafness in 
Cardiff. 


network of specialist recovery 
agents which had vehicles with 
hoists, she said. 

And customers could also be 
returned home in an ambu- 
lance or in their car on the back 
of a flatbed trailer. 

But the AA’s disability 
helpline told a DN reporter 
posing as a member of the pub- 
lic that travelling on a flatbed 
trailer was not possible and 
that specialist recovery agents 
were difficult to find. 

The Disabled Persons 
Transport Advisory Committee 
(DPTAC) said the confusion 
highlighted the need for clear 
guidance for breakdown and 


New trials back cannabis 


of sleep and reduced the aggres- 
siveness of the condition. 

ihemnext stase of the 
research will examine different 
cannabinoid doses, before trials 
are carried out with a larger 
number of people. But the 
exact timetable depends on 
when the government licenses 
GW’s cannabis-based spray for 
multiple sclerosis. GW was due 
to make an announcement on 
this as DN went to press. 

A GW spokesman said: “We 


recovery services on what will 
be expected of them once the 
government extends anti-dis- 
crimination laws to transport. 

It is currently working on a 
code of practice to be published 
at the end of this year. 

DPTAC secretary Andy Kirby 
said: “One area of concern is 
that a lot of the vehicles used to 
tow cars have high cabs which 
you can’t get a wheelchair into.” 

The AA said it was “not fair” 
to expect all its staff to know 
about “exceptional circum- 
stances”, but it was rolling out a 
database with information on 
services for disabled people. 

e See also page 22 


were very pleased with the 
results. Arthritis is going to be 
an important target for us.” 
Clare Hodges, of the Alliance 
for Cannabis Therapeutics, said: 
“It’s great that the therapeutic 
potential of cannabis is being 
taken so seriously and is even 
larger than we thought.” 
Veronica Stuart, who has 
rheumatoid arthritis and uses 
cannabis, said: “It’s good news. 
Thessoonerswe can’ get it 
through the NHS, the better.” 


London Recumbents 


Dulwich Park 


London SE21 7BQ 


Now with added 
*= Motability 


Cycling for people 
with special needs 


020 


8299 6636 


www. Londonrecumbents.com 
recumbents@aol.com 


Sign of the times: Four Metropolitan police officers (from left: Sgt 


Mark Chaplin, PC Charlotte Brennan, PC Caryn Marles and PC 
Iain Bowyer) have been trained in basic British Sign Language and 
deaf awareness as part of a scheme to improve communication with 
deaf people who visit the City of Westminster. 


Hate crime victory 


Hate crime legislation is to be 
extended to protect disabled 
people in Northern Ireland, 
following lobbying by cam- 
paigners. 

Draft criminal justice legisla- 
tion had originally excluded 
disabled people, meaning they 
would not be offered the same 
protection as their counterparts 
in the rest of the UK. 

But Criminal Justice Minister 
John Spellar confirmed as DN 
went to press that he would 
include a statutory requirement 
for judges to treat hatred of dis- 
ability as an “aggravating fac- 
tor” when sentencing. 

He said: “In addition to pro- 
tections provided on the basis 
of race, religion and sexuality, I 
have included protection for 
people with disabilities under 
the draft legislation. 


“T have done this as a result 
of representations made to me 
during the recent public consul- 
tation and in reponse to the 
recommendations in_ the 
Northern Ireland Affairs 
Committeee’s report.” 

The announcement was wel- 
comed by the Equality 
Commission for Northern 
Ireland and the Royal National 
Institute of the Blind, which 
had lobbied for the change. 

RNIB spokesman David 
Mann said: “We 
that earlier drafts excluded us, 
disabled 
England and 


were amazed 
when people in 
Wales had been 
included in similar legislation 


there. 
“We worked hard, along 
with MENCAP Northern 


Ireland and other voluntary 
agencies, to put this right.” 


Exclusive to Totally Active, the 


Stannah Powerchair rotates on the 
spot and negotiates sharp corners 
with ease, making it perfect inside 


even the smallest of homes. 
® Adjustable arms and backrest 


® Seat height adjustment 
for total comfort at desk or table 


@ All products are fully guaranteed 
and come with 365 days a year backup 


ALSO AVAILABLE: RANGE OF OUTDOOR 
POWERCHAIRS & PORTABLE SCOOTERS 


CALL 0800 138 0764 f 


EXT. 52 


www.totallyactive.co.uk 


VERCHAII 
ERCHAIR 


. 
; 


**Motability mr es © 


Please send me a FREE brochure 0 Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration 0 


Name ane ee EE ce 


Address s _ eee = 


Postcode Tel. 


Totally Active, Dept 52, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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S News 


Letjer from Brussels [Fourth Scottish closure 


Richard Howitt 


The European Parliament 


bows out with firm 
support for the rights of 
deafblind people 


n one of the last actions 

before the elections across 
Europe, former members of 
the European Parliament ral- 
lied to support the rights of 
deafblind people. 

The European DeafBlind 
Network approached the 
Disability Intergroup last year 
to see how they could best 
promote a charter for deaf- 
blind citizens in Europe. 

We decided the best way was 
to follow the example of an ini- 
tiative undertaken by Autism 
Europe some years ago, by pro- 
ducing a European Parliament 
written declaration. 

Written declarations are a 
means to demonstrate the 
political support of the 
European Parliament to an 
issue. To confirm a written 
declaration, it is necessary to 
obtain supporting signatures 
from a majority of MEPs; that 
meant getting at least 314 sig- 
natures in the last parliament. 

The draft Written 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Deafblind People was drawn 
up with the European 
DeafBlind Network and pre- 
sented by a cross-party of 


Disability Intergroup members. 
It called on the institutions 
of the European Union (EU) 
and the member states to recog- 
nise and implement the rights 
of people who are deafblind. 
And it declared that deafblind 
people should have the same 
rights as non deafblind people, 
including the rights: 
@®to participate in the 
democratic life of the EU; 
@ to work and access training, 
with appropriate — lighting, 
contrast and adaptations; 
© to person-centred health and 
social care; 
@ to lifelong learning; 


®to receive one-to-one 
support where appropriate 
from communicator-guides, 


deafblind interpreters and/or 
interveners. 

The declaration provides 
recognition of and political 
support for the rights of deaf- 
blind people and I’m pleased to 
say we obtained more than the 
required number of signatures. 

I look forward to continu- 
ing the campaign in the new 
European Parliament — as the 
re-elected Labour MEP for the 
East of England. 


Richard Howitt MEP is chair of the European Parliament All- 
Party Disability Intergroup, e-mail: ep@edf-feph.org 


An organisation run by disabled 
people in Edinburgh claims it 
was forced to close because 
council funding was withdrawn 
— the fourth such group to shut 
in the last three years. 

Lothian 
Disabled People had been cam- 


Coalition of 


paigning for the rights of dis- 
abled people for 15 years. 

But members say Edinburgh 
City Council turned down its 
request for new funding. 

Barbara Howie, a former 
member of the coalition, said: 
“The council told us that dis- 
ability is now mainstreamed. 


Funding call 


Local authorities in the north 
of England can improve their 
record on promoting direct 
payments (dp) by funding more 
centres of independent living 
and other groups run by dis- 
abled people, according to a 
new report™. 

The Joseph 
Foundation study found the 
take-up of dp — offering cash to 


Rowntree 


pay for care services — in the 
north-east and Yorkshire and 
Humberside was “well below 
the national average”. 

The report, co-authored by 
Frances Hasler, director of the 
National Centre for Indepen- 
dent Living, said councils 
should work and share power 
with user-led organisations. 
*Making direct payments 
work, tel: 0870 1613505, 
www. jrforg.uk 


“They think it is being dealt 
with at the council level and 
everything they do takes into 
account disability needs, which 
is rubbish. We are the fourth dis- 
ability-led organisation to close 
down in Edinburgh in the last 
three years. I think it’s very sad.” 

Ideal Training, the Disabled 
People’s Housing Service and 
Accessibility Lothian were the 
other organisations forced to 
close. Two of them had 
received council funding. 

The council has continued to 
fund the coalition’s Grapevine 
information service, which has 


ITM TYNE TEES 


Signs of success: Nikki Smout mah Be Sook East Business 
Internet Award, won for the second year running by SignPost,| 
ITV’s British Sign Language translation service. Mrs Smout, who is) 
deaf and manages the service’s website*, was married in Cuba on) 
*www.signpostbsl.com ! 


20 May, the day of the awards. 


SIMPLE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 


AUTOCHAIR LITE 


Automatic Wheelchair Carrier 


Folds, lifts & stores manual wheelchairs 


MILFORD 


Electric Person Lift 


MINIHOIST 


Wheelchair, Electric Wheelchair 


and Electric SEU Lifts 


* Fitting Throughout the UK. 
° Free Home Demonstration 


on Request. 


¢ Home Fitting Available. 


CALL FREE ON 
0800 214 045 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


sy 


_* Motability 


EASYLOADER 


Wheelchair conde DOSE 


SAVE THE VAT ON NEW CARS 


with most Autochair products. 
FINANCE AND GRANTS POSSIBLE 
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E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 
UK WIDE SALES AND SERVICE 


CARONNY 


Wheelchair into Vehicle System 


Autochair Products 
www.autochair.co.uk 


ServiceCall at Petrol Stations 


www.service-call.net 


been transferred to another dis- | 
ability-led organisation. 
Duncan MacAulay, the coun- | 


cil’s director of social work, ill 


the coalition’s decision to close | 


was not caused by “the lack of | 


funding or support toe the 


council” but due to “issues ’ 


about their capacity to usta 
i 


and develop the organisation”. 

But Mrs Howie said: 
council is more keen to fund 
organisations that provide a 


direct service. 

“Disabled people really no 
longer have a voice in this area. 
It’s down to individuals.” 


“The| : 


| 
t 


I 


Autism training needed | 


Scottish social workers — 


urgently need training in 
autism awareness, according 
to a new report”. 


A three-year project by | 
Autistic | 
Society Scotland found many | 
staff felt “de-skilled” when 


The National 


working with clients with an | 
autistic spectrum disorder. 


*Autism: improving under- 


standing, www.autism.org.uk 
DDA clarification : 
In “Managing the Changes”, © 
written by the Centre for 
Accessible Environments for | 
April’s access supplement, © 
copy was altered to say a 
service provider had) 
“ensured potential compli-— 
ance with the DDA” by hav- 
ing an accessible toilet. 

It is not possible for ser- 
vice providers to comply 
with the DDA. Instead, they 
have a general duty to 
address physical barriers. 

We apologise for the error. 


A round-up of news in the 
mainstream media from 
the last few weeks 


| FTSE web failure 
The websites of nearly two- 
thirds of FTSE 100 compa- 
nies fail to achieve minimum 
web accessibility guidelines, 
a new report revealed. 

The report by digital 
design company Nomensa 
also found that none of the 
websites reached higher lev- 
els of accessibility and so 
risked breaking disability 
_ discrimination laws. 

But the report did find the 
number of FTSE 100 compa- 
nies whose websites achieved 
minimum standards had 
risen by 26 per cent in a year. 


| Return to duty 

An officer in the Royal 
) Marines talked of how he 
) had returned to front line 
- duties after having his foot 
» amputated. 

Captain Jim Bonney had 
his right leg amputated below 
the knee and replaced with a 
prosthetic limb, following a 
{ climbing accident in 2001. 

Following months of reha- 
bilitation at the Commando 
Training Centre in 
Lympstone, Devon, and after 
| passing combat fitness tests, 
he has now resumed duties. 


/ 29p an hour outrage 
| A disabled man who was 
) paid 29p an hour for work- 
) ing in a wholesale supermar- 
\ ket won more than £5,000 in 
_ compensation. 

| The man, who has learn- 
) ing difficulties, was paid 29p 
» per hour for the first month 
tof his job at Falcon Cash 
) and Carry in Leicester, and 
| then about £1 per hour. 

' After he complained to 
ene city’s Highfields 
) Minimum Wage Project, 
which took up his case, the 
} supermarket’s director 
| agreed to pay him the money 
| he was owed. 


_ Chemical concerns 
| The use of man-made chemi- 
cals is harming the brain 
|} development of many chil- 
1} dren across Europe, accord- 
| ing to a report by the environ- 
» mental organisation WWF. 
The report brought 
together the latest research 
) on the impact of man-made 
| chemicals and found they 
|caused poorer memory, 
} reduced visual recognition 
| and caused other learning 
| difficulties. 


T training in BSL 


A new DVD allows deaf people 
to learn about information 
technology in British Sign 
Language (BSL). 

Sign IT* provides video tuto- 
rials on 100 key IT areas in four 
regional variations of BSL as 
well as Irish Sign Language and 
subtitles. 

It has been developed by the 
Royal National Institute for 


DeatePeople as: part of its 
together IT works partnership 
with Barclays. 

Pictured, from left, are 
Andrew Revell from Remark!, 
which produced the DVD, David 
Weymouth from Barclays, 
Sharon Collins from RNID, lan- 
guage consultant Clive Mason 
and Mark Nelson from Remark! 


* www.rnid.org.uk 


Elite XS 


Call now for information on a Sterling scooter dealer near you quoting 


reference DN200 


SUNRISE 
M 


EDICAL 
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Anger at £16 
parking fee 


= 


10 News 


[wo of London’s most popular 


exhibition and conference 
venues have begun charging dis- 
abled people to use all of their 
accessible parking bays. 

The move has highlighted 
the increasing trend for local 
authorities and private compa- 
nies to force disabled people to 
pay to park. 

Earls Court (right) 
Olympia now charge disabled 


and 


people £15 plus a £1 booking 
fee to park in one of the acces- 
sible bays on the venues’ fore- 
courts, nearest their entrances. 

Disabled people were previ- 
ously able to use these bays for 
free, although they had to pay 
to use other accessible spaces 
further from the entrances. 

Roy West 


Sussex, wrote to Earls Court to 


Austen, from 
complain about the new policy. 


He told DN: “I 


am very Con- 


ania ae at if an organisation 
like this one can go ahead and 
charge disabled persons for 
parking at their venues, how 
many more will jump onto 
the bandwagon and start doing 
the same?” 

John Killick, national secre- 
tary of the Disabled Motorists’ 
Federation, said: “It is a grow- 
ing thing that is happening. 
Basically, the law allows it so 
there is not much you can do 
about it.” 


© |The 
Solicitors 
Room 
.com 


A panel of solicitors acting for disabled clients through 
online files on which the client will be able to take advice 


and monitor progress. 


All areas of law covered from ‘No Win/No Fee’ personal 
injury to conveyancing, wills, company law, family law, crime, 


benefits etc. 


Work can be done offline at the client’s choice. 


Launched in association with Disability Alliance — Register at 


www.theSolicitorsRoom.com 


or tel: 08700 67 1000 fora 


direct transfer to a panel solicitor 


Service provided by The Claim Room.com Ltd, Dallam Court, Dallam Lane, 
Warrington Cheshire UK WA2 7LT 
www.TheClaimRoom.com 


“+= Motability 


Rrissy eee corporate 
communications manager for 
Earls Court and Olympia, said 
the decision to introduce pre- 
booking was taken because the 
free, accessible forecourt spaces 
were always full, leaving other 
disabled people disappointed. 

Charging disabled people 
was felt to be fairer to non-dis- 
abled people who had to pay. 

But she said the venues 
would now reconsider their 
new charging policy. 


New cash machines 
have Tailed miserably’ 


Disabled people are still facing 
problems using the Post 
Office’s controversial new cash 
machines, more than a year 
after they were introduced. 

The machines were brought 
in because the government’s 
new benefits system will see 
giro cheques and benefit books 
phased out and replaced by 
direct payments into bank 
accounts. 

But DN _ reader Chris 
Channon MBE, who _ is 
disabled, has described the 
problems he has receiving his 
benefits at the post office he 
uses in Nottingham. 

He said the system had 
“failed miserably”. “The igno- 


Centre stage: artist Alison Lapper (centre) helped celebrate hel 
opening of 18 new study bedrooms for young disabled people at: 
Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation Development Centre in Leatherhead 
in May. Also pictured are fellow supporters (from left) Nuala: 
Rowand and Peter and Maeve Willan. | 


New Mencap patron 
The Countess of Wessex is to 
become the patron of the learn- 
ing disability charity Mencap. 
She follows the Queen Mother, 
who was patron from 1986 
until her death in 2002. 

Jo Williams, Mencap chief 
executive, said the charity was 


“delighted”. 


ramus who designed the key- 
pad failed to take into account 
the fact that it would be used 
by people like myself who have 
poor manual dexterity.” 

The process has become 
“time-consuming, frustrating 
and embarrassing”, he added. 

A Post Office spokeswoman 
said a number of improvements 
had been made to the keypads 
following consultation with 
disabled people, and it was 
working with the government, 
the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) and other 
groups to provide alternatives 
for those unable to use them 
(DN, January). 

She added: “We do accept 


Slovenian success 
The Slovenian ~ capitals 
Ljubljana, has won this year’s 
European Mobility Week 
award for its commitment to 
transport improvements, 
including accessibility for dis- 
abled people. 

Measures it has taken 
include increasing accessible | 
parking spaces and installing 
ramps. 


that we need to make some 
changes to the pads. That is. 
why we have been working with | 
the DRC to make sure they are 
as accessible as possible to as 
many people as possible. 

“We are sympathetic to Mr 
Channon’s problem. He should 
be able to draw his benefits 
from his nearest post office.” 

A DRC spokeswoman said: 
“The DRC has encouraged and 
worked with the Post Office to 
ensure that their system is fully’ 
accessible and will continue to’ 
encourage the Post Office to 
ensure accessibility and, 
where necessary, provide alter- 
native methods of completing a 
transaction.” : 


Have you had a great day out in the UK? Any tips for summer outings that our readers would be : 
interested in? If so, call DN on 020 7619 7323 or email editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


HIRE OR BUY 


New and Used Cars, MPVs and Minibuses 


023 9275 6265 www. atlasconversions.co. uk | 
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London’s new bendy buses have 
all the angles to help make your 
journey easier and quicker 


Faster journeys — 
Pay before you 
board 


Cash is not accepted on 
Bendy Buses, so you 

=. must have a ticket before 
you board. 
There are two ways to pay: 
1. Roadside ticket 

machines at every 

stop along the route; 
a SN 2. Local travel ticket outlets 

wherever you see the 

Ticket Stop sign, 
London Underground and 
National Rail stations. 


24 hour London Travel Information 


MAYOR OF LONDON 020 7222 1234 


Textphone 


02079183015 kay 


cl 


a 


“fal Website 
(aa 


2 


www.tfl.gov.uk 


Faster boarding — 
Three door entry 


Wheelchair users should use 
the central door, which has a 
driver-operated ramp for easy access. 
Oyster Pre Pay users should board 
through the front door and touch their 
card on the yellow reader as normal. 
Saver ticket holders must board through 
the front door and present their ticket 

to the driver. 


3 


Extra space and 
comfort 


The buses are low floor which 
means they are accessible for 
everyone. They have climate 
control and enhanced security 
through CCTV. 


When travelling in your 


wheelchair Who decides 
where to attach the 
restraint system ? 


The Brotherwood 
Hooki fittings offer safe, 
instantly recognisable attachment | 
points for wheelchair restraint 

systems, using four anchor points 


Type ‘C’ 


Type ‘B’ 


No welding or special tools are needed to fit the 


Brotherwood Hooki. 


Light and strong, made in stainless steel for 


fit-and-forget applications. 


Will fit 90% of tubular framed wheelchairs. 


Brotherwood - HOOKE tambert House, Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 6QP +www.hooki.co.uk 
www.brotherwood-hooki.com 


Hooki order/help line - Tel: 01935 873737 - Fax: 01935 873040 » E.mail: sales@hooki.co.uk 
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12 Health news 


Guide dog owner Danni Curtis has her blood pressure checked 


GPs unaware 
of access needs 


Fewer than 1 in 20 visually 
impaired people ever receive let- 
ters from GPs in their preferred 
format, such as Braille or large 


print, a new survey has 
revealed. 
A report* by The Guide 


Dogs for the Blind Association 
(GDBA) also found two in five 
of the more than 800 people 
surveyed felt their GP was not 
fully aware of their needs. 

The charity said the report 
highlighted 


with 


“significant prob- 
lems” GP services for 
many blind and partially sight- 
ed people. 

The findings were used to 
launch its new Access for All: 
NHS Services campaign last 
month. 


KIA SEDONA 


2.9 turbo diesel, 4 seats plus 
wheelchair, low floor conversion, 
light weight ramp, ABS, air con, 
roof rack, driver and passenger 
airbag, power steering 


*2 Motability 


TAINS renin 


cheme for disabled people 


SD ie. Soot 


SP ECGTALIST VEHDCLE'S 


It will start by focusing on 
GP surgeries, with the charity 
drawing up national standards 
based on the results of access 
audits. It also hopes to offer 
audits and training courses to 
all UK surgeries. 

Tom Pey, GDBA’s director of 
policy, Said:);.hevimessace 
which comes loud and clear 
from visually impaired people 
is that education, awareness 
and training are key.” 

Dr Maureen Baker, honorary 
secretary of the Royal College 
of General Practitioners, said: 
“There are very real problems 
in gaining access to care for this 
group of patients.” 

*The NHS Services Report, 
www.gdba.org.uk 


Anger over lack of 


diabetes equipment 


Thousands of visually impaired 
people with diabetes cannot 
access the equipment that 
would allow them to monitor 
their own blood glucose levels, 
according to a leading charity. 
Diabetes UK has written to 
health 


Winterton to say the situation 


minister Rosie 
is “unacceptable”. 

The only device suitable for 
use by blind people is “prohibi- 
tively expensive” and the test 
strips used to test the glucose 
level of blood samples are not 
available on prescription. 

News of the charity’s letter 
emerged after DN heard from 
reader Terry Shepherd, from 
Lincolnshire (pictured right), 
who is blind and has diabetes. 

He was told by a private 
company that he would have to 
pay £430 for a device that he 


£3m Scottish neurology boost 


A new alliance of Scottish char- 
ities hopes to improve services 
for people with neurological 
conditions and raise awareness. 

The Neurological Alliance of 
Scotland was launched as 
Scottish health minister 
Malcolm Chisholm announced 


GM Coachwork Ltd build vehicles to suit 
individual requirements. Why not 
contact us to view our range of vehicles 
or to arrange a demonstration/test drive. 


Tel: 01626 853050 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Trusham, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 


We also have 
the South West’s 
best collection 
of quality used 
specialist 
vehicles. 


could use to test his blood sugar, 
as well as £23, each) time he 
needed 50 strips, as both were 
unavailable on prescription. 
After he contacted West 
Lincolnshire Primary Care 
Trust (WLPCT), he claims he 
was told he would have to pay 
£120 for a voice synthesizer for 
a different machine, and would 
not have to pay for the strips. 


a £3 million initiative to improve 
neurology outpatient services. 
Mr Chisholm said Scotland’s 
four specialist neurology cen- 
tres would be invited to work 
with neighbouring NHS boards 
o “identify areas where change 
and innovation are needed”. 


Bid to cut waiting times 
Scotland’s health minister, 
Malcolm Chisholm, has 
announced a £7 million scheme 
to cut waiting times and 
improve services for 
orthopaedic patients by encour- 
aging “innovative approaches” 
to treatment. 


But Mr Shepherd said: “Why: 
should I have to pay for things 
that sighted people don’t? I 
think it’s discriminatory.” | 

He has been taking insulin for 
50 years, but has had to call out. 
an ambulance four times in the’ 
last few weeks because of prob- 
lems with his blood sugar levels. 

Paul Miller, director of pri- 
mary and community care for 
WLPCT, said: “This is a 
request that has never before 
been made in Lincolnshire. 

“Currently, we are investigat- 
ing what is happening in other 
areas and also liaising with 
Diabetes UK on the availability 
of this machine in the UK.” 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said: “The letter 
has been received bringing this 
issue to our attention and we 
are looking into it.” 


Mark Hazelwood, chair of 
the alliance, said: “The alliance 
will provide a more powerful 
voice to express the shared inter- 
ests of people affected by these 
conditions. There is a huge chal- 
lenge to be met in improving the 
services available.” 


RNID treatment call 
The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) has 
appealed to the pharmaceuti- 
cal and biotechnology indus- 
try to develop treatments for 
hearing conditions. 

The charity told the Bio 
2004 convention in San 
Francisco that the industry 
was missing out on billions of 
dollars by ignoring the market. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 


Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 


Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Holiday homes in France. 


2004 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 


% 


Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. x, 
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Numbers can make 
you feel anything. 


Chio and PIN makes 
vou feel safe. 


It’s also designed to help more disabled people use plastic cards than ever before. 
Research shows that a large majority (86%) of disabled people are happy to use chip 
and PIN after a trial run. For some, though, we know it may be more difficult so other 
options are available. If you have concerns, call your bank who will be happy to 
discuss the best solution for you. To make it easier to remember your PIN number, you 
can change it to something memorable at a cash machine or by calling your bank. 


ERECT : 
VISA & a Chip and PIN Safety in numbers 
pier Sa awe Soe ; www.chipandpin.co.uk 
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‘Feared batsman Is 


Cricketer of the Year 


The first ever Cricket World 
and Disability Now award for 
Disabled Cricketer of the Year 
was presented to an England 
cricketer at the Brit Oval crick- 
et ground in May. 

The award was won by Paul 
Blackburn, who set up and 
plays for Lancashire County 
Disabled Cricket team. 

James Rossdale, Cricket 
World reporter and manager of 
Yorkshire County Disabled 
Cricket team, said Blackburn 
was a well deserved winner as 
he was the “most feared bats- 
man in the game, whose wicket 
bowlers prize above all others”. 

“It’s no coincidence that 
Lancashire have won the dis- 
abled county championship 
every year bar one. His batting 
is very straightforward: if he 


can reach it, he hits it — hard!” 


Rossdale added. 


Willcox looks to net title 


Devon’s Peter Willcox has high 
hopes for the 10th European 
Deaf Tennis Championships 
which take place in Pau, France 
this month, after he won his 
fourth national title. 

Willcox defeated third seed 
Anthony Sinclair 6-4, 6-1 in the 
men’s singles final of the UK’s 
Deaf Tennis 


Championships to win the title 


National 


for the second year running and 
the fourth time overall. 


Viva" Tul 
body model O 
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Hard hitter: Disabled Cricketer 
of the Year Paul Blackburn 
with DN’s Lucy Glynn 


Young disabled cricketer 
Matthew Harris, who plays for 
Addlestone’s 
Rascals, was also presented 
with an award for outstanding 
achievement and was given the 


Runnymede 


Lord’s Taverners Sports 
Endeavour Award. 
Fred Wildgoose, of the 


Cricket Federation for People 
with Disabilities, said he was 
delighted that players’ sporting 
talents had been recognised. 


After clashing in the final, 
Sinclair and Willcox paired up 
to win the doubles, defeating 
second seeds Daniel Tunstall 
and Darren O’Donnell in 
straight sets, 6-3, 6-4. 

In the women’s singles, 
reigning champion Catherine 
Graham won her second 
national title, beating Beth 
Simmons 6-3, 6-2, having over- 
come Simmons’ twin sister 
Alex in last year’s final. 


Great Britain’s 
men’s and 
women’s wheel- 
chair basketball 
teams are going 
for gold Sate this™ years 
Paralympic Games. 

The men’s basketball team 
hope to put their Sydney 2000 
nightmare behind them, when 
they missed out on a bronze 
medal by just three points in 
the dying seconds of the tour- 
nament. 

Men’s coach David Titmuss 
has high expectations for the 
team, which will be captained 
by Andy Blake. “We’re going 
to the Paralympics to win 
the gold medal. That is our 
focus and I genuinely believe 
we have the opportunity to do 
that,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Great 
Britain Women’s Wheelchair 
Basketball Team got off to a 
flying start, beating Spain by 30 
points in a pre-Paralympic 
tournament, but then lost to 
Germany and Holland. 

But women’s coach Dan 
McCaffrey was not disappoint- 
ed and said they were able to 
try out new tactics. 

The men’s team comprises 
Ade Adepitan, Andy Blake, 
Matt Byrne, Terry Bywater, 
Pete Finbow, Kevin Hayes, Fred 
Howley, Stuart Jellows, Simon 
Munn, Jon Pollock, Colin Price 
and Sinclair Thomas. 

The women’s team is Sarah 
Burrett, Jenny Dalgleish, Jill 


Ve 


ss 


Going for gold 


Kristina Small (above) shoots for Britain against Spain and Jill Fox 
(below) goes for goal against Holland, in a match Britain lost 19-40 


Fox, Sonia Howe, Caroline 
MacLean, Caroline Matthews, 
Kristina Small, Wendy Smith, 
Clare Strange, Helen Turner, 
Sally Wager and Ann Wild. 

The men’s team play France, 
Germany and the USA in a pre- 
Paralympic tournament at 
Stoke Mandeville Stadium 
between 22 and 24 July. 
Admission is free. 
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* multiple sclerosis 

* paralysis (paraplegia and 

tetraplegia) 

* spastic and rheumatic illnesses 

* blood circulation disorders 

(prophylaxis of thrombosis) 
> * Parkinson's disease 

* muscular dystrophy 


Suitable for 


* arthrosis 
*'stroke' patients 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER AND 
UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND GENTLE 


CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


4 Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. Handset operates at variable speeds and 
resistance to encourage progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 


ee 
\. Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients and used extensively Worldwide 
A for Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 


* non-inflammatory illness of the 


* oedemas 
* osteoporosis 


OF YOUR JOINTS 


* stiffness of the joints 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP 
YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS 
AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY 


peripheral nerves (polyneuropathy) 
* insufficient physical exercise 


CONTACT US 
FOR A BROCHURE: 


MEDIMOTION Ltd, 
PENCADER, 
CARMARTHENSHIRE, 
SA39 9AZ. 
Tel: 01559 384 097 
Fax: 01559 384 814 


EMAIL: MEDIMOTION@ STAYFREE.CO.UK 
VISIT US AT WWW.MEDIMOTION.CO.UK 


Athens in brief 


e Maxine Ingram will 
become the first British 
woman judo player to 
compete at the Paralympic 
Games when women’s judo 
makes its debut in Athens. 
Ingram is one of a four- 
strong team of visually- 
impaired judo players. 


eThe British Paralympic” 
Association has announced a_ 
seven-strong equestrian squad 
for the Paralympic Games. 
The team includes Anne 
Dunham, Lee Pearson and 
Nicola Tustain, who were 
members of the gold medal 
winning team in Sydney. 


e Britain’s top wheelchair 
fencer David Heaton believes 
he has his best chance of 
winning a gold medal at this 
year’s Paralympics. 

Heaton, ranked fourth in 
the world in category B, will 
compete in Warsaw this 
month at the last major com- 
petition before the games. 


Still getting it wrong 


Disabled voters continue to face huge problems getting to the 
ballot box, while just one of the major parties managed to 
produce a fully accessible manifesto. John Pring reports 


isabled people again 

faced huge problems 

accessing their right to 

vote at last month’s 
European and local elections, 
DN has discovered. 

There were serious problems 
with security and access for 
disabled people who took part 
in the all-postal ballot in the 
North and East Midlands of 
‘England. And we can also reveal 

that only the Green Party, of all 
ithe main UK-wide political 
parties, produced a manifesto 
)for the European Parliament 
elections available in alternative 
formats that included language 
accessible to people with 
learning difficulties. 

| The Conservatives failed to 


) 


tproduce a manifesto in any 
taccessible format, as did the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP). 
| Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats’ manifestos were 
jvailable in alternative formats, 
/ut neither produced a version 
or people with learning 
ifficulties. 

Caroline Ellis, parliamentary 
\ffairs manager for the 
Disability Rights Commission 


Mick Hutchins, 
wheelchair 

| user, from 
Newbury, chair, 
West Berkshire 
Disability Alliance 


6. Aly experience at the local 
polling station was a very 
| positive one. To gain access to 
) the hall there was a permanent 
concrete ramp with handrails 
/ and a decent gradient, which 
| replaced the temporary much 
steeper ramp (with no hand- 
rails) used last time | voted. 
“The hall itself was spacious 
| and well lit and the officials 
| overseeing the procedure were 
| polite and helpful. 
“There were plenty of chairs 
available for people to rest on 
' if necessary and, what’s more, 
there was an accessible toilet, 
which would enable someone 
| with a disability to act as the 
preciding officer. 
“The only negative | could 
| see was that none of the 
| voting booths were low-level 
| or accessible. | was, however, 
| able to use a table in the hall to 
put my mark on the ballot 
| paper. It wasn’t exactly private, 
, but no one was looking.” 


(DRC), says political parties 
should be “well aware” of the 
need to provide accessible 
manifestos. “I think this is still 
an area where there is 
disenfranchisement and it is 
not on.” 

Rosemary Frazer, national 
campaigns officer for Mencap, 
says such issues have “taken a 
back seat” to issues of physical 
access at polling stations. “I 
think it is appalling that it has 
not happened. They are being 
denied access to the democratic 
process.” 

But there were many other 
access problems, too. 

The government’s pilot 
project, which introduced all- 
postal ballots across the North 
and East Midlands, has 
sparked concerns that some 
people may have been coerced 
to vote for a particular party by 
their carer or care worker. 

The disability charity Scope 
was commissioned by the 
Electoral Commission to 
evaluate the accessibility of the 
all-postal experiment”. 

Ruth Scott, Scope’s 
campaigns manager, says: “On 


Harry Meade, 
visually 
impaired, from 
south London, 
fundraiser at Action 
for Blind People 


«The access was fine in terms 

of getting into the building. 
The signs were alright. | would 
have asked [for help] had | not 
been accompanied. | asked if 
they had the voting forms in 
large print and they said yes. 
They offered me a magnifier 
which was a definite 
improvement on the last time we 
voted, when | don't recall being 
offered the large sized ballot 
paper or a magnifier. 

“I let [my wife] Susie vote for 
herself and then | gave her my 
forms and told her what | wanted 
to do and she put the cross in the 
box for me. | told them that my 
wife would fill in my form for me. 

“l would have been more 
concerned had | been on my own. 
| expect | would have needed to 
ask for assistance rather than 
spoil the ballot paper. 

“It was a reasonable 
experience. Had | been on my 
own, that would have been a 
different kettle of fish.” 


first impressions, we have 
found a few examples of good 
practice but a lot of things we 
are quite disappointed with.” 

She says there was a “general 
comprehension problem” with 
the complicated procedure and 
particular difficulties for 
visually impaired people and 
those with learning difficulties. 

The government will need to 
look at the issues of people 
being coerced into voting a 
particular way and at general 
security issues, she says. 

Ms Ellis says the DRC was 
“very angry” the government 
went ahead with all-postal 
ballots, as disabled people need 
a range of possible voting 
methods. 

Access at polling stations 
was yet again a problem across 
the country. 

Tracey Proudlock, a 
wheelchair user from Haringey, 
found an “incredibly steep” 
wooden ramp without any rails 
at the entrance to a Portakabin 
in north London. 

“Tam so fed up with 
Haringey Council. It’s so 
bloody simple and yet they are 


‘A reasonable experience’— views from the booths 


Kay Warren, 
has a learning 
difficulty, from 
Newcastle, 
member of 
Skills for People 


kK” took part in the 
l-postal ballot. 

When asked how she 
found it, she replies: “Easy.” 
Asked whether she got 
lots of information through 
the post, she says: “l am a 
good reader. We got all the 

stuff by post.” 

And asked whether she 
was able to understand the 
information, she replies: 
“Yes, | can.” 

But Dave Norman, a 
training officer for Skills, 
says he was concerned that 
many Skills members had 
found the all-postal ballot 
confusing. 

And, even more worryingly, 
he says many family members 
and care workers had simply 
made the decision of who to 
vote for themselves. 

“People should have a 
choice of how to vote,” he 
says. “This time round, 
people haven't.” 


MARILYNE JOFFROIS 


Investigation 15 


Voyage to the poll: Caroline Salsbury had to leave her scooter and 


walk into the polling station because the ramp was unsafe 


still getting it wrong,” she says. 

The ramp was built the day 
before the election and a 
carpenter was called out to 
adjust it on election day. The 
council apologised and says it 
will review arrangements for 
future elections. 

Meanwhile, Scope trustee 
Caroline Salsbury arrived to 
vote at a community centre in 
Kingston-upon-Thames to find 
the portable ramp had been 
placed against the wall because 
it was unsafe. A Kingston 
council spokesman says it was 
“unfortunate” the ramp 
supplied was not “ideal for the 
purpose”. 

Allan Simmonds, chair of 
the Ealing branch of DART, 
London’s accessible transport 


YOUR — 
STANNAH? 


ight stairs, 


users’ association, said most 
disabled people he knew used 
postal votes because of 
transport and access problems. 

Ms Ellis says the elections 
have again proved the need for 
a law guaranteeing disabled 
people equal access to the 
voting process. “I feel genuinely 
that these issues really aren’t 
given the fullest priority that 
they deserve,” she says. 

A government spokesman 
says they are “aware of 
difficulties” experienced by 
disabled people using all-postal 
and conventional methods and 
that “lessons will be learned”. 
*To take part in the survey, call 
the Polls Apart hotline on 
01480 309621 or visit 
www.pollsapart.org.uk 
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use in just three days time. 
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News focus 17 


Ali change for charities 


Concerns are growing over the shift among 
disability charities from service provision to 


campaigning, says Lucy Glynn 


n5 May, almost 100 
blind and partially 
sighted people 
protested outside the 
Royal National Institute of the 
Blind’s (RNIB) London 
headquarters over its decision 
to close Manor House 
rehabilitation centre in Torquay. 

The announcement followed 
news that the charity was to 
close two hotels this autumn. 

RNIB assembly member Jill 
Allen-King isn’t happy about 
the decision and has launched a 
petition. “Many blind people 
don’t want to go to other 
hotels,” she says. But she’s not 
just angry about the closures. 
She doesn’t like the way RNIB, 
along with other disability 
charities, is moving away from 
service provision to focus on 
campaigning. 

Scope has also recently 
undergone change, increasingly 
positioning itself as a high 
orofile, national campaigning 
organisation, but letters to 
national newspapers show its 
1rew direction hasn’t been 
popular with everyone. 

It’s a similar story at Arthritis 
Care, where the change in focus 
has bought criticism from, 
among others, Pauline Coates, 
shair of Arthritis Care’s north- 
west area liaison committee. 
“Campaigning is not a personal 
commodity to be given to a 
person with arthritis. It can 
sover a multitude of sins, and I 
Jon’t feel it’s explicit enough. I 
sould campaign all day long 


ARTHRITIS CARE 
pee 


campaigning one. 


Tactics: Campaigns for the next year focus on 


Arthritis Care (AC) is changing 
from an “out-of-date” membership 
organisation to a modern political 


giving out leaflets in the town 
centre, but it wouldn’t help 
people with arthritis.” 

David Gadbury, ex-treasurer 
of RNIB, is also concerned. 
“What worries me about a 
drop in services is whether the 
public will continue to give 
money to an organisation that 
doesn’t seem to do anything.” 

But James Georgalakis, from 
the National Council of 
Voluntary Organisations, says 
the move is a natural 
progression. He is not 
surprised traditional disability 
charities are turning to 
campaigning. “Service 
provision and campaigning go 
hand in hand. Charities can 


‘| could campaign all day 
long giving out leaflets 
in the town centre, but it 
wouldn’t help people 
with arthritis’ 


campaign effectively because of 
the knowledge they have gained 
by providing services.” 

And Scope’s chief executive 
Tony Manwaring says seeing 
charities as becoming more 
campaign-orientated is too 
simplistic. “Scope was 
campaigning when the schools 
were set up. They weren’t set up 
so Scope could run schools, but 
to demonstrate [that] children 
with cp could be educated.” 

The reason change is 
happening now, according to 
Roy Webb, head of the policy 
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The way forward? RNIB’s Manor House (below) is closing, while advertising campaigns like Changing 
the way we think about blindness (above) command ever higher budgets 


unit at the National Centre for 
Independent Living, is because 
the status of the voluntary sector 
has increased since Labour came 
to power. “The government is 
looking at the sector to assist it 
in developing policy, so there is 
more opportunity for us now to 
lobby, be effective and have a 
political voice.” 

A 2002 government report, 
Private Action, Public Benefit, 
highlighted the important role 
charities play in campaigning 
for social change and, in light 
of this, the Charity 
Commission is currently 
consulting on new guidelines to 
encourage charities to carry out 
political campaigns. 

Disability campaigner Alan 
Martin, a member of Scope, says 
charities shouldn’t get carried 
away. Although there’s now less 
need for them to provide 
services, they shouldn’t “totally 
abandon a service element”. 

The experience of one 
charity could sound alarm bells 


develop a campaigning network. Campaigning 
will allow AC to reach all 9 million people with 
arthritis in the UK, not just their members. 


Concerns: Some members are not convinced. 


Pauline Coates says a “large percentage” of 


for others. Asthma UK changed 


its name from the National 
Asthma Campaign in May 
because they found having the 
word “campaign” in its title had 
a negative effect on donations: 
people either thought it was a 
one-off campaign or a very 
political organisation. 

But Clair Lewis, of the 
Disabled People’s Direct Action 
Network (DAN), thinks 


charities, especially Scope with 


The Independent Solution j 
to Lifting and Transfer ( 


The Mangar Multi-Purpose Booster 


its new equality campaign, 
should go even further with 
their campaigning. 

“Things like this have been 
done before. No posters are 
going to give us our freedom. 
Charities have to have people in 
need to exist so they should be 
campaigning for an end to their 
own existence.” 

As ever, it’s up to the charities 
to prove their critics wrong. 

The key question, says Webb, 
is whether campaigning will 
make a difference to disabled 
people in their daily lives. Or, as 
Martin says: “It remains to be 
seen if this is a genuine move 
forward for Scope and the other 
charities or if it is another flash- 
in-the pan campaign.” 
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influencing the Disability Discrimination Bill 
and developing a UK-wide strategy for arthritis. 
AC also won a Community Fund grant to 


scepe Set up as the Spastics Society in 


1952, for people with cerebral palsy, 
Scope changed its name in 1994. In May, Scope 
updated its brand, changing its image and logo, 
and launching a new strapline: “About Cerebral 
Palsy. For disabled people achieving equality.” 
Tactics: High-profile campaigning to influence 


9 The Royal National Institute for the 
Blind became the Royal National 
Institute of the Blind in 2002. It 
changed from having a large number of trustees 
to having 24 decision-making trustees and a large 
number of assembly members. It has been dogged 
by financial problems over the last few years. 


OX 
AN, \ 
RNIB 


branches have passed a vote of no confidence in 
the board of trustees. “AC are like WHSmith 
now, just giving out magazines and leaflets.” 


disability policy, tackle discrimination and 
promote equality for disabled people with its 
Time to Get Equal campaign. 

Concerns: Care must be taken to ensure that cp 
is not forgotten. Scope has also been criticised 
for running an equality campaign when it has 
segregated schools. 


Tactics: Intention to devote more resources 
towards campaigning and influencing activities. 
However, RNIB plans to continue providing a 
range of “exemplar services”. 

Concerns: More services being cut to lower 
costs, such as a reduction in the opening hours 
of its resource centre. 
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Special lifts 25st. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Mangar 
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| would like a free Demonstration A free Brochure 


Contact: Sales Dept. Mangar International, Presteigne, 
Powys, Wales, U.K. LD8 2UF Tel: (01544) 267674 Fax: (01544) 260287 
website: www.mangar.co.uk 


email: sales@mangar.co.uk 
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the 
last laugh 


Nuala Calvi meets Laurence Clark — 
academic, campaigner and comic — as he 
orepares for this year’s Edinburgh Fringe 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


|Q0's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit al 


for further help and advice 


aurence Clark’s friends 

are beginning to wonder 

whether he has a 

pathological hatred of 
people called Jim. The disabled 
comedian’s previous show 
mercilessly ridiculed 80s kids’ 
TV star Jimmy Saville, 
including a clip of Clark as a 
teenager telling Saville to “get 
lost” live on Jim’Il Fix It. 

While that remains one of 
Clark’s proudest moments, his 
new offering unleashes those 
sharp comic talons on another 
well-known entertainer, Jim 
Davidson — or, as Clark 
lovingly calls him, that “racist, 
sexist, disablist wanker”. 

“T know lots of comedians 
make jokes about disabled 
people, so you might be 
wondering, ‘why Jim 
Davidson?’,” says Clark, after 
the show’s successful premiere 
at the Soho Theatre. “Davidson 
took it one step further — he 
not only said ‘I’m going to take 
the piss out of this portion of 
people’, but we’re not even 
invited to be in his audience.” 

Davidson famously pulled 
out of a show last year because 
the front row was made up of 
disabled people. In turn, Clark 
asks every member of the 
audience to check that the 
person sitting next to them isn’t 
Jim Davidson. 

But the 30-year-old Geordie, 
who is gearing up to take The 
Jim Davidson Guide to Comedy 
to the Edinburgh fringe this 
year, has more on his agenda 
than just ridiculing celebrities. 
“The linking theme of the show 
is right-wing policies and views 
that exclude portions of the 
community,” he explains. 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 
¢ Part exchange welcome. 


¢ Free home assessments. 


Sunrise Medical * , 


° We stock machines that carry 


up to 39 stone weight limit. 
° Up to 8mph for road use. 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


| pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


included. 


freephone 0800 0746834 


www.power-chairs.com 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 


models. 
° No VAT. 
° No Driving License required. 


° Finance available on request. 


charge. 


* Automatic battery charge 


* All major credit cards 


accepted. 


“T do that first by looking at 
Jim’s comedy and the fact that 
when he talks about ‘people’ 
he’s talking about a very narrow 
subset of people — then I 
compare that to New Labour.” 

Labour’s failure to deliver on 
inclusive education, accessible 
transport and comprehensive 
civil rights are all given a 
satirical lashing, with most 
scorn saved for the special 
school system (“special”, he 
tells the audience, really means 
“a little bit shite”). 

His 15 years in special 
schools may provide endless 
fodder for a political comedian, 
but the legacy of that time has 
made Clark’s journey to 
becoming a writer and 
comedian that bit harder. 

As one of the few from his 
school to achieve A-levels, he 


“Special”, he tells the 
audience, really means 
“a little bit shite” 


was pushed into studying 
computing and molecular 
biology at university because, as 
a wheelchair user, it was 
“something he could do from 
home”. Being more inclined 
towards drama, Clark found 
himself isolated during his 
PhD, reeling from the culture 
shock of being in a non- 
disabled environment. 

In his time off, Clark found 
himself reading disability studies 
books that prompted him to 
become involved with 
campaigning. “They made me 
realise that the world wasn’t 
quite how I’d been brought up to 
believe and that there were 


Est. 1982 


massive inequalities out there. 
Special school had sheltered me | 
— indoctrinated me. You’re not } 
encouraged to challenge things. } 
After leaving Liverpool 
University, Clark got a research 4 
post with a local NHS trust 


” 


q 
researching barriers to the 
health service, and established ~ 
himself as an authority on 
equality issues. He then went | 
on to work for the British 
Council of Disabled People and 
became involved in the more 
radical parts of the disability 
movement, joining 
demonstrations with the 
Disabled People’s Direct Action | 
Network and setting up the 
infamous anti-Scope website 
www.spastics-society.com. t 

But his career as an activist 
ended shortly after he was 
convicted of assaulting a police 
officer at a protest against the 
charity Leonard Cheshire. 

Clark, who appealed on the | 
grounds of self defence and 
lost, refuses to talk about ! 
“that” aspect of his life any 
more. But it’s clear his 
experience with the criminal | 
justice system and a growing 
disillusionment with the 
disability movement helped 
spur his move into comedy. 

The idea was cemented ata | 
cabaret night for gay and | 
lesbian charity Stonewall three | 
years ago, where Clark was 
struck by the number of ! 
disability gags. “It made me 
realise, ‘there’s room to 
challenge this’. Imore or less | 
came back from Edinburgh and 
started writing.” | 

With the support of North | 
West Disability Arts Forum, he 
made his first appearance as a 
stand-up in December 2001 at 
Liverpool’s Cream nightclub. 
From disability arts cabaret, 
Clark moved on to mainstream — 
comedy clubs and last year | 
performed his All Star Charity 
Show at the Edinburgh fringe 
to rave reviews. 

These days, Clark’s hands 
are pretty much full. He has a 
baby on the way with wife 
Adelle, an MA in Disability 
Studies to write, his show to 
tour and work on a pilot for a 
BBC disability comedy 
programme. “I think things 
are coming on leaps and 
bounds,” he says. 


“In the last few years, quite a 
few disabled comedians have 
come onto the scene. We still 
need more accessible comedy 
clubs and we need to get 
disability comedy on TV. That 
will really move things on. 

“But by getting the general 
public to stop laughing at us 
and start laughing with us at 
the barriers in society, I think 
that will have a knock-on effect 
into all sorts of areas.” 

e The Jim Davidson Guide to 
Comedy, Pod Deco, Edinburgh, 
4-29 Aug, tel: 08707 557 705, 
www.thepodedinburgh.co.uk 
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The all new Flexi-seat in the 
all new Berlingo St Tropez 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 


The all new Berlingo St Tropez from Lewis Reed is a true multi-purpose vehicle. The 
innovative Flexi-seat seating system retains the original layout of the Berlingo. 
When needed 1, 2 or 3 rear seats can be folded forward to allow plenty of room for a 
wheelchair travelling passenger, empty wheelchair or scooter. A truly flexible friend. 


Add to that the very best in design, quality, comfort, and all round visibility, and you 
have one of the safest and most flexible Wheelchair Accessible conversions available 


today. 


For more information call 0845 345 0127 or visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


What's new? 


@ Flexi-seat Seating System 


@ Safety Tested Lowered Floor 


A 


Flexi-seat 
seating system 


® TorSpring™ Assisted Ultra-light 
Ramp Technology 


@ Safety Tested Seating Systems 


@ Safety Tested Wheelchair & 
Occupant Restraints 


| Citroen Berlingo St Tropez 


Includes: Flexi-seat or single seat option 
Metallic Paint, Electric Windows, 

Electric Mirrors, Remote Control 

Central Locking 


1.4P/1.9D/1.6iP 
Prices from 


£12,995.00 oe 


Motability Accredited Conversion 
LVTA 


Conforms to WAVCA Codes of 
Practice 


5: 


: Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 


We welcome visits to our showroom & production facility 


Part Exchange Free Delivery Finance Available Home Demos 


_ Call 0845 345 0127 (ical rate) or Visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


VAT and Road Fund Licence usually exempt for DLA holders. Errors & omissions excepted 
See Motability 
elttels Dccumdbve Walicho Ceriewracs Anxcxtalc 
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20 Chelsea flower show 


he bicentenary of the 
Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) 
heralded some 
significant changes 
for this year’s 
Chelsea Flower Show in the 
grounds of the Royal Hospital. 
The two floral pavilions were 
merged into one and the show 
gardens were more spread 
around the site to reduce crowd 
congestion. However, even with 
these measures and restrictions 
on visitor numbers, a good deal 
of patience and determination 
was needed if you were a 
disabled person visiting the 


Water creature: A giant serpent feeds the jungle stream in Tourism 
New Zealand’s stunning Ora-Garden of Well Being 


Exotic plants, tropical landscapes, and swathes of 
colour: it could only be the Chelsea Flower Show. And 
_, With new ramps to almost all areas, this years show | 

i was was more accessible than ever, says Fred Walder 


show. For true enthusiasts, a 
little patience and elbow 
jousting was rewarded by a 
journey around inspirational 
show gardens and floral 
displays from around the 
world. 

Access at the show has 
improved and the extension of 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act in October to cover 
physical access should help 
focus the organisers’ thoughts 
even more. But I noticed this 
year that the RHS has 
responded to complaints from 
wheelchair users and installed 
numerous tarmac ramps onto 


BP within reach. 


Each year, we make highlights 
from our annual report available 
on CD and audio cassette for 
our visually impaired audience. 
For a free CD or audio cassette 
of BP’s Annual Report and 
Accounts 2003 please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269. 
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the aluminium boardwalks that | 
allow access to exhibits in 
grassy areas. Unfortunately, 
most of the retail displays of 
the latest tools, gadgets and 
equipment remain inaccessible, 
even the newly built ones that 
could easily be ramped or 
made level. 

I bumped into Jackie 
Llewelyn-Bowen (married to 
design guru Laurence) and her 
mother, who was using a 
wheelchair (pictured right). 
They were enjoying the show 
but expressed disappointment 
and amazement that so many 
exhibits were out of bounds. To 
be fair, the RHS do allow 
wheelchair users to bring a 
helper for free, but I for one 
would rather swap this 
concession for the freedom to 
go where I want, when I want, 
and not feel so segregated. 

The layout and logistics of 
the toilets also mean that the 
adapted facilities are often 
occupied by desperate able- 
bods who’ve taken a wrong 
turn. I hope by next year these 
final problems will be resolved. 


Charities a winner 

Once again charities have felt 
the need to sponsor gardens — 
and three were winning 
gardens. But the success was 
not without criticism. This 
year, even Alan Titchmarsh 
questioned whether charity 
sponsorship was a prudent use 
of funds. 

One of the best was 
sponsored by Cancer Research 
UK. They made a point of 
saying that the garden was paid 
for by one donor who wanted 
their money spent in this way. 

Designed by Jane Hudson 
and Erik de Maeijer, it was 
truly stunning. Its theme 
reflected the fact that people 


who have cancer often have a 
heightened appreciation of life 
and the beauty of nature that 
surrounds them. The garden 
was full of colour and light 
with yellow day lilies 
(Hemoracalis lilioasphodelus), 
Icelandic poppies (Papaver 
nudicaule) and Yarrows 
(Achillea), set around a 
spiralling mosaic path and a 
mirrored stainless steel water 
feature. When I mention that 
the plants had variety names 
like “Solar Orange Fire”, “Buzz 
Bomb”, “Moonstone” and 
“Claret” you'll get an idea of 
the effect of this display. 

The garden won a well- 
deserved silver medal in the 
show garden category and 
really seemed to affect many of 
the visitors who stopped to 
look and linger. 

Two other charity sponsored 
gardens were notable. 

From Darkness to Light — 
another silver medal winner — 


was sponsored by the Salvation 
Army with Buildbase and 
designed by Julian Dowle. One 
half of the garden was planted 
with dark plants such as black 
grass (Ophiopogon nigrescens), 
the dramatic Sambucus Black 
Lace and purple Japanese 
Maples (Acer Palmatum 
disectum Atropurpurea). A 
small bridge crossed a pond to 
the light side of the garden past 
a bright green lawn and onto 
swathes of pink roses 
(Salvation), white foxgloves 


‘| needed rescuing from wood chippings’ — a scooter user’s perspective 


(Digitalis Alba) and Irises (Iris 
sibirica). The contrast created a 
feeling of transition and hope. 

In the smaller Chic gardens 
category, the BT sponsored 
Living Paintings Garden won a 
bronze and was noteworthy for 
its use of a raised bronze plaque 
and audio tape to enable 
visually impaired visitors to get 
an impression of the garden by 
feel. The garden itself had 
woven willow and copper 
screens and a carpet of blue 
grasses (Carex buchananit) and 
bronze phormiums, which 
gave an impression of 
coolness and calm. 

My favourite garden was the 
Tourism New Zealand Ora- 
Garden of Well Being, designed 
by Kim Jarret, which won a 
gold medal for its fantasy 
theme and bizarre plants. The 
concept involved using rare 
exotic plants to recreate a 
steamy tropical landscape, 
complete with a giant serpent 


Caroline Salsbury 
writes: 

The day started badly. 
A new parking system 
meant long queues 
that moved at a snail’s 
pace. What should 
have taken five minutes 
took 45, and at the end 
there was no sign of 
any designated 
disabled parking — 
although I’m assured 
there was some. 

Entry into the show 
was much quicker: | 
‘Sailed passed the 
queues and security, 
although | could have 
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hidden anything on m 
scooter. 

| needed to be 
rescued on a couple of 
occasions, when | 
forgot my scooter 
doesn’t appreciate 
woodchip, which, 
naturally, was 
everywhere. 


We couldn't find the 
friendly exhibitors from 
last year who lent us 
decking to get over the 
doorframes into the 
flower arranging 
marquees, and the 
floristry pavilion’s 
ramp had a large step 
at the end, which was 
hardly ideal. 

On the plus side, 
following signs for 
coffee, | found an 
accessible loo that was 
on concrete, rather 
than the mud and 
woodchip of last year. 

Imperfect though 


the access was, 
memories of Chelsea 
will not be of struggles 
against woodchip or 
steps, but the magical 
gardens, the amazing 
Creativity on show, the 
glorious roses and the 
awesome water 
features. 

Will | be back? Of 
course, although if | 
had a pound for every 
time I’ve heard the line 
“it will be more 
accessible next year”, 
my ticket would have 
been paid a hundred 
times over. 


that also doubled as a stream, 
with a waterfall coming from 
its mouth. Clouds of mist 
drifted across the garden to 
transport the viewer instantly 
to warmer, steamy climes. 


The floral pavilion has never 
looked better, with exhibitors 
and visitors both benefitting 
from being under the same 
roof. A new addition this year 
was the science and learning 
zone. I was thrilled to see the 
British Mycological Society 
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exhibit and learn how to grow 
shitake mushrooms at home on 
logs. As well as the floral 
displays, some smaller gardens 
now feature in the pavilion and 
if the weather had been unkind, 
it would be easily possible to 
spend the day inside and still 
not see everything on display. 

Despite the access glitches, it 
was a highly enjoyable show 
and when I arrived home from 
the show at 9pm, I headed 
straight outside for a spot of late 
night weeding and snail hunting 
— that’s the Chelsea effect. 


CHARTWELL = 290°. 
INSURANCE 


Dis 


7M Ce 


Tor 


DISABLED DRIVERS’ 
MOTOR CLUB 


MOTOR INSURANCE & LEGAL PROTECTION 


TRAVEL - Best Rates for Disabled People 
WHEELCHAIR OR POWERCHAIR/SCOOTER (incl.breakdown) 
HOUSEHOLD - Buildings & Contents 
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE (incl. Home-working) 


CG 


General Insurance 


Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Instalments/Direct Debit 
Chartwell House 292/294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx, HA8 8NP 


ESTABLISHED OVER 35 YEARS 
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22 Comment 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 
Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Insurance companies acting illegally 


What John Killick had to say mention that the vehicle was 


(DN, June) sums up how a lot adapted for wheelchair use 
of insurance companies work. and what the adaptations 
However, I found when I were. Whereupon they 

requoted at a higher price, 


some £1,000 more, and told 


required a quote for my 
motorhome, which was adapt- 
ed to carry my wife in her me I would have to divulge 
the disabilities. 

I threatened to take them 
to court under the Disability 


Discrimination Act which 


wheelchair, the cost spiralled. 
I decided to ring round the 
underwriters and brokers, 
leaving out all the disabilities 
would cost them money and 
bad publicity. I also said that 


that we both have. After 
sorting out the best cover and 
the disabilities were non- 
notifiable to the DVLA so the 


price, I rang them back and 
told them I had forgotten to 


insurance company had no 
right to ask for them. 

The result was I obtained 
my insurance for the original 
quoted price and conditions. 
I have since insured a car in 
the same way. 

I wish companies would 
stop trying to make more 
profit out of those of us who 
already pay out most of our 
benefits just to keep mobile or 
have a decent quality of life. 
Chris Potkin 
Stretford, Manchester 


j : : 4 athe 
AA's price cutting ‘unfair 
I, like many more I dare say, 
received a card from the AA 
telling me that as I have a build- 


as a.long standing customer 

I cannot take advantage of this. 
Perhaps, if everyone who 

receives a card did the same 

thing, the AA might realise 

they are being unfair to people 

who already have the “cards 

stacked against them” and 

allow us a bit off too. 

Betty Robertson 

Catterick Garrison, 

North Yorkshire 


ings and contents policy, if I 
changed my vehicle insurance 
to them, I would get one third 
off the cost. This strikes me as 
a “disability unfriendly” idea, 
as those of us who have 
Motability vehicles have to have 
the insurance they stipulate. 

I have written protesting that 


BRAND NEW FIAT DOBLOS AND SCUDOS NOW AVAILABLE 
CUSTOM BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 


: a a an 3 i — Td 5 - - 
BRAND NEW FIAT DOBLO WITH LOWERED FLOOR EASY WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESS WITH NO STEEP RAMPS AND NO NEED FOR WINCH. CHOICE 
OF COLOURS AND ENGINE SIZES FROM £11750.00 


SUZUKI WAGON R T REG LOW WITH FOLD DOWN RAMP £5495 

SUZUKI WAGON R 1.3 AUTO 02 REG 6000 MILES ONLY £9995 

FORD GALAXY R REG LOWERED FLOOR AIR CON £9999 

FORD FIESTA CHAIRMAN M REG 30000 MILES VERY CLEAN £3299 

|RENAULT EXTRA M REG 30000 MILES ONE OWNER £3299 

\VW TRANSPORTER VERY RARE AUTO WITH FOLD DOWN 

'RAMP AND AIR LOWERING SUSPENSION LOW MILEAGE £8999 

VW TRANSPORTER 1.9 TDI MANUAL FULL SERVICE HISTORY 

WITH RICON LIFT AND ROOM FOR TWO WHEEL CHAIRS £9499 
DAIHATSU HIJET FOLD DOWN RAMP AND WINCH £3999 

RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 .51 REG FOLD DOWN RAMP £10499 
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Wheelchair quiz 


I wonder if anyone knows the 
answers to my questions about 
wheelchairs: 

1. How many full time wheel- 
chair users are there in the UK? 
2. When and where was the 
largest gathering of people in 
wheelchairs? 

3. What is the collective noun 
for a group of wheelchairs? 

(A Wallace as in “The Wallace 
Collection” is my suggestion.) 
4. Does anybody else give their 
chair a name and, if so, is there 
another one called Wendy? 

5. Is there a one mile speed 
record for a self-propelled 
wheelchair? 

Tony McTeare 

London N3 


back chat 


‘Career 
move’ leaves 


the UKDPP 
bereft 


Andy Rickell says he joined 
Scope — despite his longtime 
castigation of Scope and the 
other big seven charities — 
saying he can make a difference 
...pure codswallop. 

He joined Scope as a career 
move and probably a better 
financial inducement. His 
reasoning for joining Scope 
would have more credence if he 
had taken a pay cut. 

What about the UK Disabled 
People’s Parliament (UKDPP), 
which he was instrumental in 
launching? Is he now going to 
abandon all those parliament- 
arians who listened to and 
believed his upbeat opening 
speech of the Parliament? 

He was supposed to be 
securing funding for the the 
UKDPP to continue, but all the 
time he was negotiating his 
own future with Scope. 

Patrick Horan (email) 


Andy Rickell writes: Patrick is 
entitled to express his opinion 
publicly, however inaccurate it 
happens to be. 


I thought we disabled people 
who are committed to disabled 
people's rights would be the 
last to express opinions based 
on ignorance and prejudice, as 
that is what we have to face as 
disabled people from society. 

I continue to be committed 
to the UK Disabled People's 
Parliament, and hope that 
either the British Council of 
Disabled People finds the 
funding necessary or they are 
supported by other disability 
organisations to continue with 
the project. 


® Much amusement at the launch of Scope’s equality campaign, 
during a rousing speech by Trevor Phillips, chair of the 
Commission for Racial Equality. Phillips was unstinting in his 
praise for Bert Massie, his opposite number at the Disability 
Rights Commission, particularly over his noted political skills. 
Massie, he told the audience, was his role model, and he 
particularly admired his “machiavellian and ratlike cunning”. 
Back Chat now sees Massie in an entirely new light. 


® Congratulations to the Slovenian capital of Ljubljana for 
winning the European Mobility Award 2004 (see page 10). The 
award was largely down to the measures the city had taken to 


improve access for disabled people. 


Unfortunately, the European Commission, which organised and 
presented the award at a ceremony in Brussels, didn’t quite meet the 
same standards: wheelchair-user Nora Bednarski, from the 
European Disability Forum, one of whose staff helped judge the 
award, had to be carried into the venue because it was so 


inaccessible. 


And all just months after the end of the European Year of 


Disabled People! 


by Mara McSorley 


Mara took part in a series of 
short films, poetry readings, 


drama and dance performances, | 


which were the culmination of 
18 months of arts projects by 
deaf pupils. To Infinity and 
Beyond, organised by the 
National Deaf Children’s 
Society, was held in Glasgow 
in May. 


I attend St Vincent’s School for 
the Deaf, and my head teacher 
asked me to get involved and 

I agreed because I felt it was a 
new experience for me and that 
way I might learn new skills, 
new awareness. | thought 

“T am only a teenager once — 
so I'll give it a go”. 

I had to present signed 
information on the topic 
“Glasgow in the Future”, which 
was a drama being performed 
by other deaf friends. I had to 
stand on the stage in front of 
50 or more people, who were a 
mixture of hearing/deaf people. 

At first I felt really nervous 
because I was unsure of 
whether I would be standing 
properly or would my signing 
be ok, but gradually I felt 
calmer and started thinking to 
myself, “Why am I so nervous? 
I’m doing ok. Keep going and 
finish it”. I did this so well I 
learned I must have confidence 
in myself and my own skills. I 
can do things — even though 
I’m deaf. I’m sure hearing 
people would be nervous at 
first, too. 

I would certainly like to be 
involved in the future in 
something else because future 
involvement will bring other new 
challenges. Each new challenge 
I meet makes me a more 
confident and aware person. 


£F Teen call ££ 


If you are a teen, or know a 


teen, who has a view and 

would like to write a col- 
umn, and get paid, contact 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
or phone 020 7619 7323. 
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) J fthe TV coverage of the 60th 
anniversary of D-Day 
spurred your interest, you 
don’t have to cross the 


} 
] 
» channel to find out more about 
. 
; 


| the momentous events of June 
1944, as London’s Imperial War 

' Museum is holding an 

: exhibition to mark the occasion. 

_ While it’s not a huge 

exhibition, it tells the story of 

the landings well. At the 

| entrance, there’s a large TV 

showing archive film with a 

voice-over giving details of the 

planning and the landings 

themselves. Smaller screens at 

| the side show the same film 

| with subtitles. 

__ The rest of the exhibition is 

made up of displays of artefacts: 

uniforms, weapons, maps and 

more. What the exhibition does 

-teally well is give both the big 

) picture — what the politicians 

- and generals were planning — 

| and the small picture of the lives 

) of the soldiers and civilians 

caught up in events. Telephone- 

type handsets give a range of 

first-hand accounts of different 

: aspects of the landings. 

One interesting exhibit told 
how one of the leaders of the 
American forces, Brigadier 
General Theodore Roosevelt 
Jnr, was disabled and walked 
onto Utah beach using a 
walking stick. 

There’s lots more to see 
elsewhere in the museum, 
particularly the Holocaust 
exhibition, which includes a 
small acknowledgement of the 
thousands of disabled people 
murdered by the Nazis. 

Access is good everywhere. 
The ramped entrance is at the 
side of the building, which is 
-also where car parking for 
disabled people is located. The 
only potential problem is that 
the lighting in some areas, 
including in the D-Day 
exhibition, may be a bit dim for 


some people with visual 
impairments, particularly as 
the print giving details of the 
displays was quite small. 

From the War Museum, it’s 
a short hop over the Thames to 
the Cabinet War Rooms to see 
where the big decisions were 
actually taken by Churchill and 
his advisers during the war. 

The War Rooms have been 


‘Churchill was one of us 
— there is a display case 
of the hearing aids that 
he used in later life’ 


restored to show visitors exactly 
what they were like in the 
forties: you can see the 
underground cabinet room 
where the government met; the 
map and communications 
rooms and where top brass 
military officers met and 
planned; and the living quarters 
used by Churchill and the staff 
who worked in the rooms. 
You'll also find out that 
Churchill was one of us — there 
is a display case of the hearing 
aids that he used in later life 
(some of the models are still 
being used by the NHS today). 


ective D-Day out 


Michael Turner opens DNs annual Out and 
About series by visiting London’s Imperial War 
Museum and Cabinet War Rooms 


You get lots of background 
information on the audio-guide 
that you receive on admission, 
although it’s a shame it’s a 
handset that you hold to your 
ear; headphones would have 
been easier. 

Otherwise, access is fairly 
good. You take a lift down to 
the bunker and then it’s all on 
one level, although some of the 
corridors and doorways may be 
a bit narrow for some 
wheelchair users, especially at 
busy times. Also, the accessible 
loo was a little on the small side, 
and the lock is fiddly (I got 
locked in and had to get 
someone to let me out!). Being 
in central London also means 
parking is difficult. 

These two venues make for a 
good family day out, although 
they’re probably more suited for 
older children — there aren’t 
many buttons to push or knobs 
to twiddle, and some knowledge 
of history is probably helpful to 
make the most of the 
experience. It was poignant 
watching the celebrations of the 
60th anniversary on TV, but 
seeing some of the reality 
behind the images made the trip 
well worthwhile. 


Scotland’s Premier Specialist Vehicle Converter 


Come and see us at The Mobility Roadshow, 
Scotland, 9 & 10 July on Stands D22, 23 & 27. 
Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, Edinburgh 


www.gieneaglesconversions.co.uk 
email: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
95 Bonnygate, CUPAR, Fife KY15 4LG 
Tel no: 01334 657722 


° Motability Premier Partner 
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Then and now: (top row) 
Photographs from D-Day, 
displayed at the Imperial War 
Museum and (above) the 
cabinet room, (/eft) the map 
room and (below) 

Churchill’s bedroom at the 
Cabinet War Rooms 


# THE NATIONAL TRUST 


Access for all 


The National Trust welcomes 


visitors with disabilities to its 
superb historic buildings, 
gardens, countryside and 
coast in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 


For a free information booklet giving 
access details and information please 
send a 44p stamp to cover postage to: 


The National Trust Membership Dept. 
PO Box 39, Warrington WAS 7WD 


email: enquiries@thenationaltrust.org.uk 


www.nationaltrust.org.uk 
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24 Out and about 


isabled people are 

welcome on one of 

Britain’s highest 
mountains, whatever the 
weather. 

The CairnGorm Mountain 
Funicular is the country’s 
highest and fastest mountain 
railway, and it is fully accessible. 
Each train can carry two 
wheelchairs, and the base 
station at a height of 637 metres 
and the top station at 1,097 
metres both have lifts to their 
facilities. The journey takes 
about 8 minutes, and you will 
see the rugged corries of the 


northern Cairngorms, created 
and moulded by 400 million 
years of geological drama — and 


maybe some reindeer. 

The entire project, including 
the Ptarmigan restaurant below 
the summit, the shop and the 
mountain exhibition, was 
planned to allow access to 
people with limited mobility. 

The exhibition tells the story 
of how the mountains evolved 
and how the wildlife manage to 
survive in such a harsh 
environment. 

“We recommend that 
wheelchair users pre book their 


Dave McFadzean reports 
on a railway that will take 
you tonewheights 4 


visit at least 24 hours in 
advance,” says a spokesperson 
for the company. “The best 
time to visit is between May and 
November when there is less 
likelihood of snow. Last year we 
had 1,267 disabled visitors.” 

Kathe Anderson, from 
Powys, says she had a 
marvellous time on the 
mountain. “Our previous trip 
was 37 years ago. We just 
wanted a total break for our 
45th wedding anniversary.” 

“My husband asked if they 
could take a wheelchair and 
was told it would be no 


Easy going: Kathe Anderson on the funicular railway 


problem. I couldn’t get over 
how brilliant everything was. 
The staff couldn’t be faulted. 
“The train goes through a 
tunnel and suddenly you are at 
the top. The view is superb — 
mountains, lochs, dramatic 
scenery. And the weather adds its 
own atmosphere. In the two 
hours we spent on the mountain, 
we experienced sunlight, wind, 
mist, hail and back to sunlight. 
“We saw reindeer on the side 
of Cairn Gorm — we were 
surprised how pale they were. 
In the Glenmore Forest Park 
below, you could see more of 
them. The park is free — though 
you have to pay to see the 
reindeer — and the visitor centre 


Do the swivel seat. If getting in and 
out of your car is becoming less fun, 
the Gowrings Mobility range of 
swivel seats could be your answer. 


has superb access.” 
The Andersons also went to 


the nearby RSPB reserve at Loch 


Garten and saw ospreys nesting 
(and unplanned taper cailles 
battling). Again, they were 


impressed at the accessible hides | 


with wheelchair-level binoculars 
and live TV cameras. 

“The environment is for non 
disabled people, yet they put so 
much thought into disabled 
facilities”, says Mrs Anderson. 
To book the CairnGorm 
railway and confirm access 
requirements, tel: 01479 
861261. £6.50 for a disabled 
person (carer travels free). 
Glenmore Forest Park, near 
Aviemore, tel: 01479 961220. 


6 ‘ 


They are compatible with most cars 
on either the driver or passenger 
side, and can even make your 
whole car VAT free. 


For free, no obligation advice 


from the UK's leading 
specialist in mobility 
solutions contact 


Lo-call 0845 608 8020. 
We want to make your 
journeys easier - 
because that's what 
WE'RE all about! 


Sa 


Discreet, effective yet solidly 
built, our swivel seats are €: 
ideal for anyone who 
needs some help getting in 
and out of cars. 


OPTION 3 


OPTION 1 OPTION 2 


: Mr/Mrs/Miss First Name First Name : a y , 

Address . ! " ] fem 
gowrings — (gaia es Het 

| | .. iia —— aA 

| Postcode ili 3! Lo-Call 0845 608 8020 
ome Tek mooi ity a www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


Wheelchair Passenger Vehucles « Swwvel Seats « Power Chars « Scooters 


Mob uty Advice 
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Ways to wander 


'Phil Donegan likes being out in the countryside, so he wrote about it 


(Working the trail: Phil and his ent.. Sally 


year after receiving a 

j Millennium Award for 
| a scheme “of personal 
jund community benefit”, I 
jvatched Ways To Wander 
/olling off the press last 
Jecember. It is a folder with 
en pull-out routes which cover 
‘he north-east of England. The 
outes vary from one anda 


quarter miles to three miles. 
My main aim was to provide 

information that wheelchair 
users like me need to enable us 
to judge for ourselves whether or 
not a place is suitable for our 
particular ability. So, besides a 
map, a brief description of the 
route and its interesting features, 
there is information about things 


like path surfaces and gradients, 
cafés, toilets and car parks. 

The routes are all within 40 
miles of Stockton-On-Tees 
where I live. They have different 
qualities but, if I had to choose 
two of the most interesting, 
they would be Sutton Bank in 
the North York Moors national 
park and Tyne Riverside 
Country Park at Prudhoe in 
Northumberland. 

Sutton Bank has a visitor 
centre, including a fine café 
with accessible toilets. Or there 
are picnic tables scattered 
around the grounds. 

The trail has a smooth 
surface of compacted stone that 
makes for a comfortable ride 
(my ten-year-old daughter 
pushed me effortlessly in my 
chair). This is more of a restful 
ramble than a weary workout — 
no gradients above a gentle 1:20 
— and soon views open up to 
the west, over the Vale of York, 
with hints of the Pennines 
beyond. At regular intervals 
there are benches where you can 
sit and admire the views; this 
often include gliders taking off 


from the nearby glider station. 

I have been along this route 
twice, once in winter with 
snow and ice adding to the 
sense of beauty and adventure, 
and once in late August when 
bilberries hung ripe and ready 
for picking along the path. 

This is definitely a route for 
all seasons. 

Tyne Riverside Country Park 
at Prudhoe runs along the south 
bank of the river. The area is 
known locally as “the Chalk 
Downs of Northumberland”, 
due to the chalk deposits from a 
long-departed chemical works, 
so you can see flowers like 
marjoram, mignonette, 
speedwell and cinquefoil that 
are quite rare in the north-east, 
as well as peacock and painted 
lady butterflies. 

The chalk mound, known as 


“the Spetchells”, makes an 


interesting detour — a bit 

tough (1:6 incline) but fine if 
you are up to a “walk on the 
wild side”. Otherwise the 

path is gentle throughout, 
mainly tarmac and quite level. 
There are picnic tables with 
views over the Tyne at several 
spots. I settled at one table the 
other day and spent half an 
hour with my binoculars 
watching the dippers at work 
on the river. Another 
attraction of this route is that 
it also serves as a local park and 
cycleway so it is a place to meet 
people — although the level of 
activity doesn’t spoil the peace. 
For a free copy of Ways To 
Wander, send an A4, self- 
addressed envelope with 71p 
worth of stamps to Phil 
Donegan, 42 Green’s Grove, 
Hartburn, Stockton-on-Tees 
TS18 SAW. 


Easy run: main track in Flatts Lane Woodland and Country Park 


Make sure you have ticks in all the right boxes this summer. 
Get ready for a summer of great getaways in a new Gowrings 
Mobility car, plus, with every order placed before August 31st, 
you will drive away with a FREE Flexiloc Weekend ramp kit. 

Get away sooner too with a fast delivery from us. We hold 
more converted cars in stock than any other converter, which 


means you will not be waiting for months. 
To find out more or to arrange a free no obligation 
demonstration, call us on: 


‘Lo-Call 0845 608 8020 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 
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There are a whole heap of accessible 


8 Hi 
UK hotels and attractions out there — 
if you know where to find them. 


Lucy Howard offers some ideas 
nglish Nature has opened a new 


Eee. walking trail at Ham Street 
Woods National Nature Reserve near 
Ashford, Kent. The trail is an all-weather 
half-mile path, which is suitable for 
wheelchair users and people with mobility 
impairments, and includes a tapping rail 
for those who are visually impaired. The 
walk is featured in a new free guide to 
accessible walks in the county, Walks for 
All in Kent and Medway 2, which has 
maps for each walk. For a free copy of the 
guide, tel: 01622 663306, or email: 
walkkent@kent.gov.uk 


he Russell Hotel, in Bognor Regis, is 

the first hotel in the UK to be 
specially designed for blind and partially 
sighted people. An 80-minute train 
journey from London, the hotel, run by 
Action for Blind People, is opposite 
landscaped gardens and is within easy 


reach of both the town centre and the 
seafront. Amenities include a swimming 
pool and leisure club, and there are 
facilities for guide dogs. A selection of 
activities and themed breaks run 
throughout the year. Tel: 01243 871300, 
or see www.afbp.org 


|B pein Living Manchester will help you with all 
aspects of your holiday, including planning and 
transport. They select accommodation around the UK and 
assess venues for accessibility and special needs such as 
equipment and dietary requirements. Voluntary staff, as 
well as nursing staff and care assistants on some holidays, 
are on hand to help you, and they also have holiday 
assessors who will discuss all the details of your chosen 
holiday with you. Their website includes information and 
advice on loaning wheelchairs and other equipment. 
Disabled Living also organise outings throughout the year. 
Tel: 0161 214 5959 or see www.disabledliving.co.uk 


1 eee for All gives advice and a he 2004 brochure from 
information about independent travel. It . tour operators CanbeDone 
also works with the UK tourism industry to | ") features destinations around 
encourage greater awareness of the needs of — . , the UK, including London, 
disabled people, routinely inspecting 2 B York and Bournemouth. All 


accommodation facilities to ensure that it meets - ;.< itineraries include 

their needs. Their website profiles destinations w=, accessible 

around the UK, from farm stays to activity - é accommodation. Travel 

holidays, and gives information on respite care ye independently or join one 

accommodation. Also included is a section on ef of their guided tours. 

funding your holiday. Tel: 0845 124 9974, or see Tel: 020 8907 2400, 
www.tourismforall.org.uk or see www.canbedone.co.uk 


FULL Tey 


Re Guides have published a new neat 
series of travel guidebooks, 

Directions, featuring cities around the 
world, including London. The guides 
come with colour illustrations and fold- 
out maps, as well as an e-book CD that 
will enable you to download all the 
information in the book. They’re 
perfect for short breaks. £6.99. 
Available from bookstores, or see 
www.roughguides.com 


CORNWALL 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 


he National Trust is offering a variety of events this summer at over 200 locations around 
the UK, encouraging the whole family to get out and about and enjoy the unusual 
heatwave. Events include open-air theatre, puppet shows, craft workshops and nature days, as 
well as activities in some of the properties owned by the Trust. See the events directory on the 
website for more information. Many properties are accessible and welcome assistance dogs, 
and companions of disabled people have free admission. Many have a Sympathetic Hearing 
Scheme and Braille guides, and some larger properties have powered vehicles available. If you 
fancy a longer break, check out some of the many accessible holiday properties. The Trust also 
publishes an access booklet. 


Tel: 0870 609 5380 or see me THE NATIONAL TRUST 


www.nationaltrust.org.uk 


etting to and froma 
destination is often the 
most tricky part of a holiday. 
Tripscope offers information 
and advice on all aspects of 
transport and travel for 
disabled people, from 
private cars to public 
transport. Choose a 
destination, and they will 
find the quickest and easiest 
route for you to take, based 


Brit ier ATER RUE with recently converted barns specifically on your personal needs. Tel: 
he w like no other. designed for disabled access and needs. POST ata 
yo and centuries of : CASRN SUR 
‘ : Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 


ne of the world’s most 
8 
ee | 


for Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £25 inc VAT 
Discount for group bookings. 

Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 


ire ima thara'c ra bee 
S — and theres somethin« 


ADAR has published 
eisure Time: Days 
Out, which gives advice on 
planning a day out ata 
variety of attractions around 
the country. The book covers 
useful information such as 
where disabled car parking 
spaces are and whether 
equipment such as scooters 
can be borrowed or hired. 
Holidays in Britain & 
Ireland 2004: A Guide for 
Disabled People is also 
available. Tel: 020 7250 3222 
or see www.radar.org.uk 
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CCESSIBLE VEHICLES... -UNIQUE TO 


WIDNES CAR CENTRE 


L_IiMmMlatiTEb 


WS ee STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES — renautt master (NEW SHAPE) 
= — OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... ee ele turbo diesel 


NIG All our vehicles are superbly equipped, 
cl M ota bi i | ity backed with an exceptional build quality that 


will give you peace of mind. 
\ NEW VW TS5 The NEW Renault Master Extras 
ERS NOVY ° Re designed front end & dashboard 


° ABS ¢ Drivers airbag *- Alarm 
TAKEN * Dashboard mounted gear stick 


The ALL NEW Mercedes Benz VITO SO ENATIOT 


ABS, also available in Actomate. = WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES 9p. cree ae dard 
Contact us on the number below 4 
THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MAKE/MODEL ; COLOUR SPECIFICATION MILEAGE 

Peugot Expert 1.9 Diesel GX02 UMV Blue 5 Seats, + 1, Drop floor 7,499 12,495 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa Y579 HWB_ ~~ Red 4 Seats, Tail Lift 15,631 11,495 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa YPQ2FFU ‘Green 4 Seats, Ramp 5,000 11,995 


VW 888 2.5 Turbo Diesel YR52WGV Blue 4 Seats, Tail Lift, Solo 10,584 13,995 
TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) VW 2.5 TDI SWB, Auto W326 NWA Green 4 Seats, Ramp,D/F Winch 13,979 11,995 RENAULT KANGOO 
2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel LWB Versa R684YHL Green 4 Seats, Tail Lift & 2 Wheelchair positions 32,000 P9995) 1.2 petrol authentique 
Toyota HiAce 2.5 Diesel Versa DAQ2PVV — Silver 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 11,995 a res 

Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa Y157NDM Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, OS 24,000 10,595 
Renault Kangoo Petrol WAV ST51FFA = Green 2 Seats, Lowered Floor 19,000 9,995 
Citroen Berlingo Petrol WAV MKO2EEW Green 2 Seats, Lowered Floor 6,632 10,495 


* ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
* ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED ~~. 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 2000 es Oe 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WA8 7AL MONDAY-FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm | 


2end - 23rd September 2004/ 


Independent — 
LIVING vers cto 


Helping 
you to achieve 
independence and services that can aid you 4 
aA home and in bath & showers, daily living aids se. 


: through to security and safety equipr 
e commun Ity * Visit the dedicated Association Villa 


ages with physical "dicot 


¢ With already over 180 ex: 


nae will be 


on hand to offer advice and informatior available funding Fj nd the 4 
¢ FREE mobility loan point for all visitors requiring Bar, moe | 
scooter or wheelchair to get around the show a s rig ht daily ic 
: living aids for # 
PLUS: Free Parking for Orange/Blue Badge Holders ; 
SSR slashed ¢ A Relaxation Zone ¢ Sensory Journey yo u un d Cl a 


| . | emap| healthcare ¢ Interactive Features 


one roof 


. In association with ie Pre-register today and avoid the queues: ee 
| tf nc | ° se 
Therapy Weekly We 2] www. independentlivingevents.co.uk 
eee aS or callO870 429 4372 for your free tickets 
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28 My job 


Engineering 


my SUCCESS 


Five years after leaving school, following a 
succession of dead-end jobs, a meeting 
with an engineer at college led Aaron Day 
into a career as a British Gas engineer 


efore I joined British 

Gas, I had been in and 

out of all kinds of jobs 

after leaving school. I 
had done roofing, plumbing, 
painting and factory jobs. But I 
came to a time in my life when 
| decided I really needed to get 
trained up properly. I was 
earning next to nothing and 
not using my brain at all. | 
thought that, without training, 
employers would just choose 
someone of normal stature 
before they chose me. 

Iam no less a worker than 
the next man, but people see 
me as restricted and think that, 
compared with a man of 
normal stature, I can’t do this 
or can’t be as good at that. 

Even as a young kid, I used 
to go out to work with my old 
man at weekends. He works as 
a gas engineer. 

I even worked with him after 
leaving school for a while, but 
it didn’t work out. 

[ have always been good at 


things like that and have always 
been keen on electronics. | am 
just good with my hands. 

When I went to the 
Jobcentre four years ago, they 
referred me to the Queen 
Elizabeth’s Foundation (QEF) 
college in Leatherhead, where I 
took a course in electrical 
engineering. 

Six months into the course, 
someone from British Gas 
came to the college and I got 
talking to him. They had just 
Sa EB aE 


‘A lot of customers tell 
me | am lucky to be 
small because it helps 
me to get into small 
places under units’ 


started servicing and repairing 
household electrical appliances 
and they were looking for 

people to take on, so I got a bit 
lucky. I was in the right place at 
the right time. I was one of ten 
people they took on from QEF. 


I obviously made an 
impression on him because he 
asked me to go out with a 
couple of engineers for a couple 
of months to see how I did. It 
went very well and they took 
me on for a permanent job. 

My workmates treat me like 
one of the lads. They are 
always happy to help out when 
there is a job that needs two 
men, for instance if there is a 
lot of lifting to be done. 

The customers are fine, too. 
A lot of them tell me I am lucky 
to be small because it helps me 
to get into small places under 
units. They think it must be a 
bit of a bonus. You do get the 
odd look, but I have had that 
since I was a kid. No one has 
ever said to me, “you can’t do 
that”, and 99 per cent of my 
customers are lovely. You 


SIMON KREITE 


On the job: “People are happy to see you — and to see you leave” 


obviously meet the odd 
miserable one, but that’s life. 
The only adaptation I have 
needed is extended pedals in 
the van I drive. A health and 
safety officer came out with me 
on the road and saw I was 
struggling a bit to drive, but 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


0870 442 9592 


2ader’s Digest... Daily Mail... Woman’s Weekly... Guardian... 


TNAUK 


Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 


Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 


Talking Newspaper Association of the 
UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 


National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB 


Hi-Fi News... Time... Cosmopol 


that is the only adaptation I 
have needed. 

On a typical day, I will get 
up at 7am. I have a laptop 
computer and I download the 
jobs I need to do that day, 
which are usually within the 
East Sussex area. I work out a 
route and then I go off on my 
merry little way in the van. 
Every job is different and I 


usually have about ten to do in | 


a day. 


This can be fixing a washing | 


machine or a dishwasher, or 
servicing a tumble-dryer. Any 
household electrics, really. I 
even do burglar alarms. 

I like the general well-being 
of having a regular job, the job 
security of working with a blue 
chip company, and meeting 
different customers every day. 
People are happy to see you 
and even happier to see you 
leave, having sorted their 
problems out for them. 

My route often goes along 
the Sussex coast and I get to see 
lots of countryside every day. 
What could be better? 

e For career information visit 
www.centrica.co.uk which has 
links to 
www.britishgasjobs.co.uk 
and, for apprentices, 
www.britishgasacademy.co.uk. 
e For postal inquiries about 
engineering apprenticeships, 
write to British Gas 
Recruitment Centre, The 
Harrow Way, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG22 4AR 
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e@ A fully accessible compact car 


» @ Options for up to 4 seats Fiat Doblo Liber? 


e@ Easy to drive & easy to park Wheelchair accessible estate 


@ Stylish & dignified transportation £8 1 
@ Amazingly low running eae e 90 


@ Superb value for money 


Best value in the UK @ 


Vauxhall Aoi r ey 5 seats as standard e 


Wheelchair accessible compact car Petrol or ere! options @ et a . eo ‘Our aim a Jubilee has always been to offer 
9 9 9 5 Up to 61” of head-room @ “a Y sz : FY cg the best engineered products and the very 
Loads of spacee pain a best value for money. 


V W Shan an / Alhambra Liberty The ultimate accessible MPVe 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Spacious and stylish @ 
£ 1 9 79 5 Lifts, ramps or low floore 
: or True luxury motoring® niin 
pe Elegant & practicale 


@ 5 seats as standard 
@ Beautifully engineered 


e Elegant and discreet Volkswagen New Caravelle 


@ Drives superbly Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV “ itis widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee _ 


>” @ Diesel & automatic options £ i 8 9 9 5 supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at 
@ No compromise - true luxury , UB I8 E SIH Soe 


The biggest choice of(quality 
Low mileage Used Accessible Vehicles 


qualitpused adapted vehicles j in the UK 


: Ford Combis Ford Galaxys ap Aa 
Renault Kangoos RenaultEspaces ete | 
Suzuki Wagon Libertys Vauxhall Agilas 
Renault Trafics Citroen Berlingos 

Volkswagen Cruisers Volkswagen Caravelles 

Toyota ii Aces Mercedes V¥ Class 

Nissan Vannettes Citroen Dispatches 
Fiat Ulysse Libertys Fiat Doblos 


“We have a huge choice of low mileage, high quality pre i 
Peugeot Experts Renault Extras Wile no é CO S and se owned adapted mobility vehicles on site a Jubilee, ready to go. — 
Volkswagen Sharans Chrysler Voyagers i y. m : Please give us a cail or check out our web-site for full details." 


Plus lots, lots more....... 


@ Automatic gear-box option Pw tioor anckcsibie oat 


® 4 seats come as standard 
@ Option for diesel automatic £ 1 3 995 
@ Truly stylish and discreet f 
® Amazingvalueformoney » 


| y “ a © Up to 60” of rear head-room NEW Van ngo0 Family’ 


5 seats come as standard e@ 


Mercedes Beng Vaneo Libe Superbly engineered adaptations @ r : = al 


irnesiteir accessible luxury MeV The most stylish Kangoo evere\{] =—— : . “At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need to compromise 
Super easy wheelchair access ® on style or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessability. 


£ 1 8995 The ultimate Family Kangoo i ae = ~—-Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant.” 
Vexel, Quovis Drive from your wheelchair 


@ Independent transportation 
me ° Fully automated access SUZUKY thi Le € 
| 


@ Electronic assisted controls 

~ @ Economical diesel engine 

+ @ Early delivery available @ s 

Fully automated compact car e 
Easy to access & drive @ ¥ 
2 additional passengers @ 


2 QB Dries ssh pasta © a aa 
» . . eo all OF OU VENICIES are avaliable On our 
* METERS | _.._ even HO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance Plans 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock lists : general enquiries 01 yh | 502 2252 


oe Motability Home demonstrations and test drives 9781 210 0059 


CID Jubilee Automotive Group “aaa= 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 


ae — 


: We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for “ Wheelchair 
Driver” cars and MPV’s. Our range is always expanding and our 
compact Suzuki Life or revolutionary new Quovis are unique. ” 


| 
| 
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Your chance to 
have a big say 


Community Fund and New Opportunities Fund are now 

Big Lottery Fund. We are the largest distributor of National 
Lottery money for projects in health, education, environment 
and for charities, voluntary and community organisations. 


We want to find out how you think National Lottery money 
can be best spent in your area. Let us have your thoughts 
before the end of September 2004. 


You can tell us online or call us and we will send you a 
questionnaire in the post. 


We are looking for your bright ideas. We're listening. 
It's easy to have your Say. 


We are always open at 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/consultation 


or call us on the Big advice line for a postal questionnaire 


O845 410 20 30 


Big Lottery Fund, 1 Plough Place, London EC4A 1DE 
Big Lottery Fund is the joint operating name of the New 
Opportunities Fund and the National Lottery Charities 
Board (which made grants under the name of the 
Community Fund) 


% Awarding funds from 
y The National Lottery™ 
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hat with ITV1’s 
| Hell’s Kitchen, C4’s 
Big Brother and Euro 


| 2004 all over the place, 
there’s been virtually nothing 
decent to watch over the last 
few weeks if you’re not into 
| D-list celebs, wall-to-wall 
| reality TV or footie. If you 
| haven’t yet got the Freeview 
| channels, now might be a 
| good time to splash out. 
BBC3 on BBC2 have 
»| screened a couple of 
| interesting documentaries — 
The Unseen David Blunkett 
|} and The Nine Lives of Alice 
| Martineau. 
The BBC’s Peter White 
was entrusted to interview 
| our enigmatic Home 
,| Secretary but, as predicted, 
| Blunkett didn’t give too 
much away, unlike talented 
singer songwriter Alice 
\) Martineau, who was 
| engagingly frank about 
: the cystic fibrosis which 
) sadly ended her short 
i life soon after the 
) programme was made. 
| The perfectly formed (and 
rather smug) slaphead 
» evolutionary biologist 
' Armand Leroi gave us a 
» guided tour of others-less- 
i perfect-than-himself in the 
C4 series Human Mutants 
| which did, to be fair, warn us 
beforehand of “prenatal 
conditions which some 
"viewers may find 
{ disturbing”. Roll up! 
/Roll up! Assorted giants, 
) dwarves, bottled cyclops, 
mermaids, a variety of 
conjoined twins — all were 
) paraded for our delectation 
| and delight (and the macabre 
»pleasure of the presenter) 
like a modern day End of 
‘The Pier Show. 
, The show was 
‘scientifically fascinating, no 
\doubt, but uncomfortable 
iviewing for many. “We are all 


hmutants,” intoned Leroi, 


\ 
“but some of us are more 
1 


)mutant than others”. 
| It all made me wonder 
| 
‘how this rather prurient 
21st century freakshow fits 
jinto the social model of 
|disability. 
Look out in July fora 

|documentary about 

|DN’s telephone counsellor 
|Lin Berwick MBE in 
\(TV1’s Real Life strand. Lin 
| tells me the hour-long 
jorogramme has been a year 
|n the making and tells the 


i 


story of how she and her 
jusband Ralph got married 
| n 1987 and have coped 
with adversity together 
2ver since. 

Don’t miss it. 


Jane Shepherd 


Theatre 


Suddenly Last Summer 


© 


ichael Grandage’s pro- 
duction of Tennessee 
Williams’ Suddenly 


Last Summer arrived in 
London garlanded in praise. 

The plot centres on the 
embittered and repressed 
wheelchair using Mrs Venable 
(Diana Rigg, pictured right), 
who opens the action by 
describing the tragic death of 
her son, Sebastian. He died on 
his travels with her niece, 
Violet, whom she believes was 
responsible for his death. 

Mrs Venable wants pliant 

Doctor Cukrowicz (Mark 
Bazely) to examine the veracity 


Cinema mee 


Last Life in the Universe 


A 


his Thai movie starts with 
|: body dangling from a 

noose. A voice-over states, 
“My name is Kenji. This could 
be me three hours from now.” 

Kenji (Tadanobu Asano, 

pictured right) is a Japanese 
library assistant living in 
Bangkok; a withdrawn, lonely 
man who leads a life of quiet 
passivity, interspersed by 
thoughts of committing 
suicide. The most interesting 
thing we learn about him is 
that he is allergic to sushi. 


What’s on © 


Dance 

Greenwich Dance Agency is 
holding an integrated work- 
shop on 10 July at the Borough 
Halls in Greenwich. The work- 
shop, which is open to 11-18 
year olds with and without 
learning and/or physical dis- 
abilities, will be an accessible 
exploration of dance, and is 
free for carers. 

® Tel: 020 8293 9741, or see 
www.greenwichdance.org.uk 


Event 

The Beautiful Octopus Club, 
run by and for people with 
learning disabilities, is holding 
its next club night on 15 July 
at The Albany in Deptford. 
The event will feature DJs, 
dance and live performances 
by disability arts companies. 
@ Tickets from £5, 
concessions available. 

Tel: 020 8692 4446, or see 
www.heartnsoul.co.uk 


OOOH excellent 


good 


OK 


of Violet’s version of her son’s 
death. But Violet is now 
incarcerated in a psychiatric 
hospital and Violet’s 
manipulative mother and 
brother stand to lose an 
inheritance of $50,000 dollars 
if Violet says the wrong thing. 
The implausibility of the plot 
weakens any belief you have in 
the shaky structure of the play. 
Into this decaying genteel 
dysfunction comes Violet 
(Victoria Hamilton) to explain 
her side of the story. She is a 
vulnerable woman with 
emotional problems who feels 
nobody has paid heed to her. 
Her performance is so 
magnetic and charismatic that 
it dominates the drama. There 
is a true sense of pathos in her 
recital of Sebastian’s death. 
Diana Rigg, on the other 


One day in the library, Kenji 
sees a Thai girl, Nid (Laila 
Boonyasak). Nid works in the 
sex industry, as a hostess in a 
club where Japanese 
businessmen come to meet 
women dressed as schoolgirls. 

Nid gets knocked down by a 
car and killed, and Kenji gets 
to know her sister, Noi (Sinitta 
Boonyasak). Kenji drives off 
Noi’s thuggish ex-lover in the 
least convincing fight sequence 
I’ve ever seen, Noi takes a 
plane to Osaka and we 
eventually discover Kenji’s real 
identity. 

I found the film singularly 
devoid of real emotion. The 
script never tells us enough 
about the characters for me to 


Exhibition 

The Royal Academy of Arts is 
holding its annual Summer 
Exhibition until 16 August, 
which this year includes tactile 
exhibits. The touchable 
sculptures will have Braille 
labels and will appear on a 
large print list. Trained guides 
are available free of charge, 
but they must be pre-booked. 
There are also events for deaf 
and hard of hearing visitors. 
@ Tel: 0207 300 5995, or see 
www.royalacademy.org.uk 


Theatre 

The High Spin Dance Theatre 
Company, which includes 
performers with learning 
disabilities, is touring the UK 
with a double bill, Who 
Dunnit? and Sleepwalker. 

© The Phoenix Arts Centre, 
Leicester, 1 July, The Corn 
Exchange, Brighton, 9 and 10 
July, and then further dates to 
2005. Tickets from £5.50. 
Tel: 01273 234734, or see 
www.highspin.org.uk 


OO very good 
® poor 
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MANUEL HARLAN 

hand, with an accent midway 
between South Fork and South 
Ken, doesn’t possess the 
necessary combination of 
declining gentility and steely 
denial of reality to make the 
role of Mrs Venable plausible. 


care who they are or what 
happens to them. As for 
Kenji’s suicidal impulses, 
fantasies or whatever they 
were, I found them deeply 
unconcerning. They just made 
me want to tell the character to 
pull himself together. 

It might be possible to look 
at the film as being about a 


Qe ie 
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Other characters fall too 
comfortably into the categories 
of overwrought or repressed. 

In its time Suddenly Last 
Summer must have been 
daring, breaking new ground 
with its open admission of gay 
relationships and its 
acknowledgement of mental 
illness. Now, with so much 
theatre developing both 
themes in a more open and 
innovative manner, it is long 
past its sell-by date. 

It is a reflection on the 
vacuous nature of much 
mainstream drama that 
something so hackneyed has 
received such acclaim. Victoria 
Hamilton is the only incentive 
for seeing it. 

e Albery theatre until 31 July, 
tel: 0870 060 6621. 
Mike Shamash 


_ 

meeting of cultures. (At least 
three languages are spoken, 
which makes for complicated 
subtitling.) But the characters 
are such loners that they aren’t 
really rooted in a culture at all, 
whether Japanese, Japanese 
emigre or Thai. 

One to avoid. 


Allan Sutherland | 
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www. pridelondon.org 
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With thanks io our principal funders: 
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Mewopetion Police Authority 


Celebrating Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
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32 Parent’s voice 


‘| wouldnt have 


missed a moment 


No one expected Lesley Mcintyre’s daughter Molly 

to live longer than a few months. But she did — leading a full 
life for 14 years, a life celebrated in a new book of photos 
taken by Lesley. Here she talks about the highs and the lows 


of the time they shared 


t had been a hard year for 
my friends and family so 
when my daughter, Molly, 
was born on 19 October 
1984, it was an event all of us 
had looked forward to as a 
celebratory moment. 

But it was not to be, or at 
least not in the way any of us 
expected. It took me some time 
to realise what a gift I had been 
given; someone who was to 
teach me more than any other 
human being I have so far 
encountered in my life. 

Initially no one expected 
Molly to survive more than a 
few months. I faced the 
possibility that her short life 
would start and end in St 
Thomas’ Hospital. I lived each 
moment with such intensity 
because I had no guarantees 
that my child would be alive in 
the next day, hour or minute. 


positive 


Action Awards 


Organised by: 


Sponsored by: 


I made endless visits to the 
intensive care baby unit; I felt 
drawn to my child like lead 
filings to a magnet. I spent so 
much time in the unit but as 
soon as I left it, even to get 

a cup of tea, I would 

STE OE TS YS EN SE 


‘Persuade me that it is 
worth making the effort 
to join you — that this 
living lark is all it’s 
cracked up to be’ 


immediately feel pulled back 

to her. Every moment was 
precious. I became a human 
being that took little or nothing 
for granted. 

As most of the other babies 
in the unit were premature, 
Molly looked so big and 
healthy in comparison, but she 
was very floppy. I couldn’t 


Do you know of a Northwest 
employer, business, service 
provider or individual that 
deserves recognition for best 
practice for disabled people 
and/or carers? 


If you answered “YES” you are 
invited to nominate them for a 
Positive Action Award 2004. 
Telephone 01925 240064 or visit 
www.positiveactionawards.org.uk 
and make your nomination today! 


disabilitynowfortnightly 


DN EXTRA... 


MAKING IT EASY FOR YOU 


You do not need to wait a month to advertise your vacancies. 
Should you miss the main issue of disabilitynow, you can 
advertise in the next mid-month supplement, July DNEXIRA... 
Book and copy by 2nd July 2004 


For more information, contact Patrick Durham-Matthews on 
020 7619 7320, email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 
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believe at first that she was so 
profoundly ill. 

She lay on her side and 
occasionally opened one eye 
and looked at me as if to say: 
“Persuade me that it is worth 
making the effort to join you — 
that this living lark is all it’s 
cracked up to be.” Thankfully, 
for whatever reason, she did, 
and against all the odds I took 
her home where she lived for 14 
very full years. 

After the initial prognosis — 
that Molly had what would 
always remain an undiagnosed 
muscle problem — every day 
that we had together felt like a 
reprieve. From the very 
beginning she taught me to live 
in the moment —a salutary 
lesson in my opinion. 

I already had a tendency to 
approach life in this way, but 
meeting this small person 
confirmed once and for all how 
sane an approach it was then 
and continues to be now. 

What is hard to explain to 
those people who are so fearful 
of engaging with disability is 
the fun that we had in spite of 
the anxiety that I learnt to live 
with, day in, day out. 

I tried my utmost to prevent 
my anxieties from impacting 
on my child’s life. And I believe 
that in time I managed to 
achieve a sense of calm even 
when things were looking 
very bleak. She had the 
most extraordinary zest for 
living and made the most of 
every opportunity that was 
created for her. Together we 
would doggedly get through 
the bad times and out the 
other side. 

From the start, Molly was a 
sociable, philosophical little 
character and I wanted her to 
experience as much as she 
possibly could in spite of her 
frailty. When she had survived 
the initial pessimistic 
prognosis, it was time to think 
about the kind of life she could 
lead. I realised she was likely to 
require a wheelchair and I 
knew I would have to deal with 
a long line of discriminatory 
issues on her behalf. But back 
then I had no idea how full- 
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Captured moments: Molly in her grandparents’ garden, Surrey, 1995, 
and (below) at home four days before she died, Putney, London, 1999! 


time that fight would become. 
Then there was her schooling. 
I cannot stress enough how 
crucial achieving a place within 
mainstream education was in 
allowing her to flourish. I was so 
nervous initially, challenging the 
opinion of the “experts” that she 
should be educated in a special 


‘Together we would 
doggedly get through the 
bad times and out the 
other side’ 


school. But at the very core of 
me, for whatever reason, I knew 
it was inappropriate for my 
child. And in my opinion, the 
photographs in my book about 
Molly’s life are the evidence that 
my instinct was correct. 

You see, before her birth, I 
knew next to nothing about 
children with so-called special 
needs. I had to learn a great 
deal very rapidly to protect her 
and that is what I tried to do 
with every skill I had at my 


disposal. In retrospect, I think 
that parenting Molly used every | 
resource Ihad developedasa | 
human being, and others that I | 


acquired through knowing her. / 
The only relevant readingI | 
could recommend to a 
prospective parent of a child 
like Molly is Joseph Heller’s 
great novel Catch 22. I mention 
this book because I felt like 
Yossarian — the central 
character — much of the time. 
As soon as I finished one 
“mission” another would loom 
before me. Yet however 
relentless all my skirmishes 
with various authorities were 
on Molly’s behalf, I would not 
have wished to miss one 
moment of the time we had 
together. I only ever felt it was a 
privilege to be her mother. 
e DN readers can buy Leslie 
Mclntyre’s The Time of her 
Life (published by Cape at £15) ~ 
for the special price of £13 plus” 
free P&P. 
To order, tel: 01206 255 800, 
quoting the reference “Molly”. 
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ets get mobile 


DN reader Michael Morgan, who has limited dexterity, wants a 
mobile phone, but he has found they are getting smaller and 


more difficult to use. Lucy Howard helps out 


obile phones get 
more advanced all 
| the time, but they 
are useless if the 
keypad is too small to read and 
hold. Indeed, so small have 
s0me models become that 
Sarah Davies, a medical 
librarian, who has cerebral 
galsy, asks: “Why not give 
iseople a microscope to go with 
heir phones?” 
| She recommends the larger- 
sized Nav Talk GSM phone 
(from Garmin, which uses a 
global positioning system 
(GPS). “It has been very good. I 
ean hold it — my hands don’t 
slip. 1 would also recommend it 
asa way of getting a quick map 
of where you are.” Accessories 
om a GPS dealer, see 
juww.garmin.com 
| Dan Batten, DN’s former 
tditorial assistant, who also has 
yerebral palsy, recommends the 
(lamshell/flip-top designs, 
Which include the LG 7100 and 
|he Samsung E700 models. 


They have large, simple, 
accessible features, including a 
bigger screen and keypad, with 
clear labelling, which also 
makes them ideal for blind or 
partially sighted people. 

The Sony Ericsson T68i 
and T300 models have a font 
size adjustment facility, 
enabling users to enlarge screen 
text. Many models also have 
colour screens, making them 
easier to read. 
aa SS ed 
‘Why not give people a 
microscope to go with 
their phones?’ 
BS SS ee ee ad 


There are plans to launch 
the first mobile phone 
designed for blind and 
partially sighted people in the 
UK. The Owasys 22C has no 
visual display but uses a 
speech synthesiser to read 
everything that would usually 
appear on the screen. Audio 
feedback is given when keys 


are pressed; text messages can 
be sent and received and the 
name of incoming callers is 
spoken. Talx, synthetic speech 
software, can be incorporated 
into mobile devices. 

email: ict@rnib.org.uk. For 
RNIB‘’s mobile telephone 
newsletter, email 
technews@rnib.org.uk or 
www.rnib.org.uk 

For deaf and hard of hearing 
people, RNIB and Vodafone 
recently launched the Nokia 
Communicator 9210i (pictured 
right), with textphone software 
that allows you to talk on the 
move (DN, May). 
www 2.vodafone.uk/specialneeds, 
tel: 0808 808 0123 or 
www.rnid.org.uk (this site 
includes factsheets on mobile 
phones). 

Mobile phones are often 
incompatible with hearing aids 
because of interference and 
discomfort. However, new 
digital hearing aids are more 
compatible, and some mobile 


phones, including the LG 7100, 
the Motorola C350 and the 
Nokia 3200, have a louder 
volume, with easily adjustable 
volume controls and greater 
sound clarity. They also have 
vibrating alerts. 

Some mobile phones have a 
hands-free facility, which allows 
you to have a conversation 
while wearing your hearing aid 
without putting the phone to 
your ear. Or you can use 
neckloops or earloops with the 
hearing aid on the T-position. 

Texting is now a standard 
feature on phones and ideal for 
people with hearing and speech 
impairments. Some have MMS 
texting, enabling you to send 
longer text messages with 
photographs and sounds, or 
predictive texting, which 


reduces key pushing. 
Technological advances are 
certainly benefiting people with 
hearing and visual 
impairments, but there is still a 
gap in the market for people 
with limited dexterity. Michael 
Morgan suggests a mobile 
phone similar to a big-buttoned 
cordless domestic telephone, 
but portable — manufacturers, 
how about it? 
e www.ricability.org.uk has 
information on mobile phone 
services for older people and 
people with limited dexterity 
e www.mobileguru.co.uk, 
www.mobileshop.co.uk and 
www.mobiles.co.uk offer 
general information 
e Test mobile phones in the 
shop before buying and ask to 
make a test call 


drive from wheelchair micro-car 
£12,995 on the road 


full Motability accreditation 


for more information or a test drive call 01215 022 252 


NZ 


= *-Motability 


supplied by Jubilee Automotive Group Limited 
Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Rd South, Wednesbury, WS10 ONQ 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 
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choose from 


Peugeot Partner 
Renault Kangoo 


Phone now for more details and availability, 


Telephone: 01935 872603 
BROTHER WOOD 4 
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Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 — 
Fax: 01935 872853 © e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 
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provides transport for 
the wheelchair traveller 


——- From “factory to your home 
85 "Jma The Brotherwood Network 


Gretna, aa 
Northern agent simple Loading 


NOW We have made it 
edsier for you fo choose 


The Brotherwood Network 
covers the whole UK, 
enabling us to 

demonstrate our 


_- converted vehicles 
he to you at home 

Southport, and assess 

Midlands agent your needs. 


Donington Park 
@) ) Mobility Roadshow 


“ade 


les | — Cambridge, _ 
_ ea East Anglia agent 


iv) 


eer Hackett “~ 
vn 
ba. Visit our websites www.brotherwood.com or 


+ www.brotherwood.co.uk for more information on 
La —Z our complete range of conversions and used sales list 
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TAX] Brotherwood have taken 
FOU Rr the initiative to pursue the 


international corporate image 
of the Mercedes taxi for this phase three of 
their “Klastar” development. 


With its distinctive cream exterior finish, high 
quality leather look, wipe-clean upholstery 
plus the necessary integrated systems for 
plug-in taxi meter point, two way radio and 
taxi sign outlets, the TAX! Four2 has the 
potential of providing a real compact 
transporter that will become easily 
recognisable to those persons in 
wheelchairs who require a taxi 

which truly meets their needs. 


The Brotherwood conversion of the 
Mercedes Vaneo into the “Klastar Taxi 
Four2” provides space for the wheelchair 
passenger which exceeds the ISO 
recommended standard in all 
dimensions. 


Accessed by a simple integrated counter- 
balanced ramp, the level and completely 
flat floor of 1400mm in length and 760mm in 
width is available by easily folding the rear 
3-person bench seat. 


Lae | ‘CAT f EKA NE tear es he ta 


With an entry height of 1400mm and an 
internal headroom of 1520mm the cavernous 
interior will accept virtually anyone travelling 
in a large electric wheelchair, leaving the 
front passenger seat for their companion, 
partner or carer. 


oro 


sa, The Brotherwood Taxi Four2 


% = Making light work of transporting 
& wheelchair passengers”. 


‘ighland Centre 
- 10th July 


Community Transport Exhibition 
‘6’ Mex, Manchester 9th - 11th Nov 


For details ring Taxi Four2 direct: Yn, 


01935 874102 = (Sl 


or switchboard 01935 872603 


a1 va Go 


THE MARK OF AQUALTY J REGISTERED FIRM ot 
os ISO 9001:2000 Convert 


Cn BROTHERWOOD Visit our websites WWW.taxi4-2.com or 


AUVTOWOBRILITY LUWETED www.taxi4-2.c0.uk for more 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP information on the new 
Fax: 01935 872853 ¢ e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com Brotherwood Taxi conversion 
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36 Share your problems 


Dear Ann 


e love and loneliness 
e bereavement 


A problem solved 


Ann writes: It’s always great when I hear problems have been 
solved. Mrs Money wrote to DN in April about the difficulties 
she had after moving house from Hereford to Birmingham. She 
said she’d been told on the telephone that she wasn’t disabled 
because she didn’t use a wheelchair and therefore didn’t qualify 
for relief from council tax. 

After the letter appeared in DN, I received a helpful response 
from Paul Green, of the Birmingham City Council Disability 


@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


I’m stuck in care home 
broke my neck two years 
ago and left the spinal 

§ injuries unit last April. 

Because I’d been working 

abroad before my accident, I 

had nowhere to live. ’'ve now 

been placed in a residential 
care home. Originally I was 
told I’d be here for six months 
until accommodation became 
available close to my parents in 

Northumberland. But it’s been 

a year now, and after some 

promised developments fell 

through, I am still in the 
home. I am becoming 

extremely depressed as I’m 

nearly 100 miles away from my 

friends and family and I know 
no one in the area. 

I want to get back to work 
but worry I’ll end up giving all 
my income to the local 
authority to cover the 
residential accommodation. 

Andy, Teeside 

You should contact your local 

MP and tell them about your 

predicament. They may be able 

to put you in touch with the MP 


for Disabled People and other guides. 4 
Write to her at Disability Now, Paez ty 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Equalities Team, who asked me to get Mrs Money to contact 
him direct. Mr Green asked to be given the name of the person 
at the council who had provided such bad advice “so that he 


rhe exciting o NEW WTO j is now available 


from 


Please contact Ron or Bob for full details of our comprehensive 


range of conversions, including:- 


‘DRIVE-FROM-A-WHEECHAIR’ 
Mercedes Vito also available on the Motability Contract Hire 


Interbility Ltd Unit 21 Gunnels Wood Park Stevenage Herts SG1 2BH 
Tel: 01438 747448 Fax: 01438 750319 


email: interbility@btconnect.com 


or email your problem to ; 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


who represents the constituency 
in which your parents live. Tell 
the MP exactly what you told 
me — how depressed you are 
and how much you miss your 
family and friends. They can 
often get things moving. Don’t 
pull any punches. 

] also suggest you get in 
touch with the Spinal Injuries 
Association (SIA). It’s an 
excellent organisation that is 
often very good at helping 
members. Also worth a call is 
the National Centre for 
Independent Living. They 
believe passionately in the right 
of disabled people to live 
independently. 

On the subject of work, 
while I understand your 
reluctance to give your income 
to the local authority, I think 
it’s important to keep in touch 
with potential future business 
contacts. 

@ Spinal Injuries Association, 
helpline: 0800 980 0501 

@ National Centre for 
Independent Living, 

tel: 020 7587 1663 


Knitting after a stroke 
loved to knit before my 
| stroke but now, with only 
one good hand, I find I 
can’t. Are there any gadgets 
that could help me? 
Lily, Doncaster 
The company James & 
Smith has a leather knitting 
belt with a pad on one side that 
may be exactly what you need. 
© James & Smith, 
tel: 01595 693 579 


No move on new flat 
’m 78, I can’t walk or stand 
and [ use an electric 
wheelchair and an armchair 

that rises up. I have to move 

sideways onto the bed and 
toilet due to a fall in the 
bathroom in my previous 

two bed flat. 

This was considered too 

dangerous for me and I 

was taken by my occupational 

therapist to view a one 

bed flat. 

I thought it was lovely at 
first glance, but it has turned 
out to be a nightmare. It is 


could discuss their future career options with them”. 

Mrs Money has since written to me to thank me for my 
support. The council has at last decided that she is disabled 
and that she therefore qualifies for council tax relief. 

Meanwhile, Ron from Plymouth has contacted me about the 
problems he had with his scooter. He writes: “As you advised, I 
got in touch with the local Trading Standards office and ’m 
pleased to say I have now been fully compensated with a brand 
new scooter. I was also greatly relieved to learn from you that 
it’s not necessary to have a driving licence for an electric 
wheelchair. Thanks for your help.” 


very small and the bathroom is 
laid out in such a way that ’m 
unable to close its door when 
I’m using the toilet. It’s so 
embarrassing when I have 
visitors. Also I have to sit 
sideways at the kitchen sink. 

I’ve put my name down for 
another flat suitable for a 
disabled person, but it’s been 
over a year now and nothing 
has happened. 

In my previous flat, the 
local council gave me over 400 
points as a disabled person, 
but now I only have 25 points. 
I find myself becoming 
increasingly depressed. 

What can I do? 

Margaret, Huddersfield 
It’s unbelievable that your 
occupational therapist 


CAN YOUR i 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today ~ 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


couldn’t immediately see that 
the new flat wouldn’t be 
suitable for you. It’s important 
that you challenge your local 
housing department over such 
poor service and over the 
question of the unreasonable 
allocation of points. 

They should be asked to 
explain this. 

You then need to get the 
backing of people who will be 
listened to. I suggest you 
contact your local councillor 
and your MP. You need to 
stress the accommodation 
needs you have as a severely 
disabled person and point out 
how strange it was that the 
occupational therapist failed 
to recognise that this 
accommodation was not 
suitable. Tell them you 
consider it a grave error of 
judgement on their part. 

I think you will find that 
making such contacts will give 
you energy and I hope very 
much that this will 
considerably ease your 
depression. 


Help at 
the end 


of the 
phone 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. ‘ 
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scrap heap challenges |Food on the move 


Remap produces first rate winners from second hand parts 


Under his own steam: Remap’s tricycle gives Tom Yendell the 


hance to get out and about on his own or with his family 
| 


olving problems 
ingeniously is REMAP’s 
business. When a 
disabled person cannot find the 
oiece of equipment they need 
yn the market, they can go toa 
ocal REMAP panel. The 
volunteer team of engineers 

nd OTs will produce a free, 
me-off solution — often using 
econd hand equipment and 
onated new parts. 

This year’s winner of the 
\EMAP awards, a cycle for a 
‘gan with no arms, follows the 
oattern: “a MIG welded steel 
tame (all second hand material) 
with a mix of second hand, new 
ind adapted standard bicycle 
jarts. The staff of Pedal On of 
‘adley, Hants, were very helpful 
1 supplying new bicycle parts 
ree or at trade cost.” 

Richard Brown of the 
sasingstoke panel had to work 
jut how Tom Yendell, from 
slton, was going to steer the 
tricycle. He does it by using his 
houlders to turn a horizontal 
jar, connected to the front 
brks by a push rod running the 
yngth of the chassis. Mr Yendell 
)anges gear by pushing a pad 
| ith his knee, breaks with the 
jelp of foot levers and uses foot 
jvitches to operate electric turn 


dicators. He now goes out on 
hort trips by himself or with the 
ily. “It’s fantastic”, he says. 

| Another clever solution from 
elfast won the Wolff award 
rofessor Heinz Wolff chairs 

) e judging panel). A schoolgirl, 
tho was born with three 

igers missing on each hand, 
anted to play a recorder that 
oked like everyone else’s. The 
ished product does, except it 
ts push buttons for playing 
ytes and a cable from the end 
‘the recorder to an electronic 
IDI (Musical Instrument 
igital Interface) keyboard. 


OTHER WINNERS WERE: 

®@ a vibro-acoustic board with 
switching options which allows 
severely disabled, blind and deaf 
children at Sandall Wood School 
in Doncaster to feel music and 
experience cause and effect; 

® a barely noticeable 
wheelchair stair lift for a man 


Problems solved: (clockwise) neat 
wheelchair lift, Toni Cheshire 
enjoying the vibro-acoustic 
board, and Daniel Grundy with 
his “magic” spoon 


to negotiate two steps in his 
hall and reach his car in the 
garage (the market option 
would have been visually 
intrusive and cost £12,000); 

® a feeding spoon which 
encourages a toddler with 
Down’s syndrome to eat 
because it activates music and 
flashing lights 

® a cable-operated hand lifter 
which allows a man with motor 
neurone disease to feed himself 
© a laser stepping guide attached 
to a walking stick which helps a 
man with Parkinson’s disease to 
take longer strides. 


The Inman award for equipment 


that helps with employment 
went to an electronic aid which 
vibrates, telling a deaf man 
when he is shouting. 

For your local REMAP 

panel, tel: 0845 1300456, 

fax: 0845 1300789. 


Lucy Howard on gizmos for the outdoor life 


The new I-series range from 
Oxo Good Grips features 
products that are both practical 
and easy to use for people with 
limited dexterity, including 
handy gadgets for the summer 

months. 

The I-Series ice cream 

(\_ scoop (see left) features 
a large aluminium 

beak, which breaks into 
{| hard ice cream and rolls 
) perfect scoops. The “eject 
| trigger” releases the ice 
cream and prevents it 
sticking to the scoop. 
The tough non-stick 


coating makes it easy to 
clean, and the large, contoured 
handle, a feature of all the 
products in the range, ensures a 
comfortable hand grip. £9.75. 
Palm Patioware has 
produced a new range this 
summer that is ideal for 
outdoor entertaining, camping 
and picnics. All the products in 
the range are made of 
unbreakable polycarbonate, 
with no sharp edges, making 
them practical and safe to use. 
They are also dishwasher and 


microwave safe. The non-slip 
drinkware (see below left) 


comes in a range of sizes and 
colours, including tumblers, 
stemmed wine glasses and 
champagne flutes in blue, green 
and red. From £4.49, 

The range also includes plates 
and bowls in clear, white or blue 
(see below). From £3.75. 


Store your food easily on the 
move and keep it fresher for 
longer with plastic containers 
from Lock & Lock. The range 
is air and liquid-tight, and 
includes stackable containers 


with dividers, so you can keep 
different products together (see 
above). The containers have 
easy to operate snap-down 
handles and a food-safe silicone 
lining in the lid. All products 
are safe for use in dishwashers, 
microwaves and freezers. Prices 
start at £1.99. 

For local and mail order 
stockists, tel: 01282 613644, or 
see www.jwpltd.co.uk 


Living independently 


Christies Care provides help for people who 
want to remain in their own homes and need 


help to do so. 


* Do you want us for a week or two, for months or for years? 
* Do you want us regularly perhaps two weeks in four? 


* We monitor regularly to make sure 


you are happy 


* 24 hour Duty Manager available ¢ ‘ 


* Well trained staff 
* We visit before we shirt 


rr elar 
www .chri 


\ —— 1 


ma Please ring or e-mail for a discussion or 


#8 our free booklet 01728 605000 
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DOWN 


1. World leader who is 
backing Scope’s Time To 


Pi ai 


Candid Kate 


Robin Hood, direct payments adviser 


Get Equal campaign (6,7) 

2. BSLis thes most 
used language in the 
UK today (5) 


3. Impure matter on the 


|" my life, one thing is certain: I need to use 
personal assistants to live. I have started using 
personal assistants more this year, and will probably increase my 
support over the coming years so as to live independently, because 


Il am getting fed up with my old mum. (Mum’s just looked over 
my shoulder and says she is fed up with me too — what moi?) 

It is not as simple as “have PA will travel”, plus the 1000 other 
things you could do with a pretty good assistant in tow. No, no, 
no. Actually, using PAs is quite a complicated art. For starters, 

I don’t use one PA 24/7, but a gang of them. 

I will be discussing the subject of having a few PAs with guest 
Robin Hood, who has a merry band of assistants. 

“So, Robin, how are you?” 

“Fine, thanks, busy with my wheelchair archery, spending a lot 
of time with Maid Marian and strutting around Nottingham being 
a great heroic guy. You know, the usual for the legend that I am!” 

“Robin, can you give me your views about using personal 
assistants?” 

“As lam a direct payments adviser, I feel my job is like 
robbing rich social services and giving the money to poor 


surface of a liquid (4) 

4. Pinto hold meat togeth- 
er during cooking (6) 

5. Disease in which starch 
and sugar are not prop- 
erly metabolized by the 
body (8) 

6. A country’s leading 


_ 
wo 


s N Tt nN he ss 
N ° ra ° 


city (7) 
7. He played Albus 
Dumbledore in the first 


ACROSS 


. LeBlanc, a star of Friends 
(4) 


two Harry Potter 


Short letters (5) 14. Piece of thin cloth : disabled people, which I love. 
|4. A passenger on a motor- covering the face (4) movies (7,6) Personally I use five PAs to help me carry out the good work | 
Baie navieinene a) 16. Foolish bene on 12. And the rest (2,6) do. All of them are different. For example, little John is on the ‘ 
Es, ; es F 13. Mexican who wonthe smallish side and Friar Tuck likes deep fat frying anything he can. 
8. Time for relaxation or - Opera song (4) : athe Fl “So, thank you, Robin Hood for this interesting insight.” 
hobbies (7) 20. Run away to get Gites ee ae Just like Robin Hood, I use a band of merry women as my 
9. Savoury jelly used to coat married (5) London Wheelchair et i. of them are sae erage enon 
: x Marathon (7) ave one who seems to attract weirdos — for example, that day 
meat, eggs and fish (5) 21. Person who obsessively 15. Ill eo a we counted 58 times of “Are you her carer?” and three “My 
10. Likelihood of something stores money away (7) : ae plod ein Pere aunt’s got one of those,” and such rubbish. One is extremely 
happening (4) 22. Montgomery is the ty in breathing (6) bossy but without her we wouldn’t know what is what. Another 
: ‘tal of thi 18. Kate Nash is director of can eat for both England and Ghana but she drags anyone 
11. State of serious mental capital of this US state (7) (including me) all over London to taste fabulous milkshakes. We 


(5) 


. Croft, the action hero (4) 


. Measures of land (5) have the next Ella Fitzgerald as well. 


Using PAs definitely makes life great, interesting and fun. 


deterioration (8) 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN * ANSWERS ON PAGE 40 


20thanniversary « ' ' 
pi .a0 March 2004 \ SAS wet xP 
t Fh off . ‘ 
Alison Lapy 


news e Campaigns e features >, <= 
e information e health as nus 


® holi days © J obs e Sp orts I DNis free to those receiving means-tested benefits (income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 


working tax credit, child tax credit, job seekers allowance). 


Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 
e arts e and DN Extra, ; 


d Name: 


our mid-month edition p Adress 


| Postcode: 


(Fal i (We enclose a cheque or postal order for£ ____—« (Payable to Disability Now) 
| authorise you to charge my Visa _] Mastercard L) Switch L) 


i 
0845 | 20 47001 y Card No: O00) O00 O00 OA Iss No: (Switch only) ___Valid from: OLY Expiry date: OVO 
I 


j Signature: Date: DNO7/04 
| Those on means-tested benefits FREE (see details above) _} (photocopied proof required) 

J Individual at home address Tyear =£130) 
|] Professional/Organisation lyear £230) 
] Europe lyear £280 
I Rest of World tyear £300 


or complete the form and send it to our freepost 


address before 31.07.04 for your £5 discount 


Offer applies to one year subs only 
Multiple copy rates available on request 
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See us at the Mobility Road Show, Scotland. 9-1 0th July. At Ingliston, Edinburgh. Stand BI5. 
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Pom os t KE T 


Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


“Have you got any advice to 
help a friend who is having to 
spend a considerable time laying 
flat on her back in bed? Is there 
any way she can occupy herself 
to make time pass quicker?” 


Sometimes we forget how 
important a person’s 


psychological state is to well- 
being. Although it may be 
medically necessary for your 
friend to be on bed rest, she will 
be in a much more positive state 
of mind if she has something to 
do to relieve the boredom. 


Recumbent spectacles alter 
your field of vision so you can 
see horizontally when lying on 
your back. These are available 
from Promedics Ltd (01254 
619000, www.promedics.co.uk, 
see above) and SW Retail (0114 
221 1665, www.swretail.co.uk) 

The Siesta Combi from 
Perforag Ltd (01525 376743) is 
an adjustable floor-standing 
bookrest on a pivot arm that 
supports a clear perspex book 
holder, through which you can 
view the print. 

If reading becomes too 
wearying, try talking books. 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 


Books on tape can be loaned 
from many public libraries. 
Newspapers and magazines are 
available on tape from The 
Talking Newspaper 
Association of the UK (01435 
866102, www.tnauk.org.uk) 

A TV mounted high up ona 
bracket that allows for tilt will 
be easier to see, but make sure 
the remote is kept within reach. 
A cantilever table on wheels that 
can be pulled towards the bed 
when needed is useful for 
storage, but easily lost items 
might be better stored in a caddy 
that can be Velcro-ed to the bed 
frame. A range of walking frame 
bags is available from Homecraft 
Ability One (01623 757555, 
www.homecraftabilityone.com) 

The Mobilia system by QED 
2000 Ltd (0870 787 8850, 
www.qedltd.com) is a range of 
clamps and mounting poles 
that enables equipment such as 
a drinking cup, palette and 
easel or a laptop computer to 
be mounted to the bed frame 
and positioned. 

For individual advice contact the 
DLF’s helpline on 0895 130 9177 
or email us at advice@ 
dlforg.uk. A local Disabled 
Living Centre can also offer help. 
Addresses are on the Disabled 
Living Centres Council’s website 
www.dlcc.org.uk 

Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLE 


alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


Re, 
te 


ASILESP Ltd has launched a 


Publications 


Souvenir Press has published 
Manage Your Pain, by Dr 
Michael Nicholas, Dr Allan 
Molloy, Lois Tonkin and Lee 
Beeston. The book charts 
practical and positive ways of 
adapting to chronic pain, 
giving information on causes 
and the best ways to cope 
with stress, including 
relaxation techniques. 
£12.99. Tel: 0207 580 9307, 
email: souvenirpress 
@ukonline.co.uk 


Social Work Monographs, at 
the University of East Anglia 
(UEA) in Norwich, have 
published a series of titles, 
including Competing 
Discourses: Respite Care in 
the Lives of Disabled Children 
and their Families by Paula 
Conyon, and Physical 


range of interactive training 
courses on CD an internet for 
people with autism. Courses 
can be tailored to individual 
needs, and are designed tobe | 
used in conjunction with a 
coach such as a parent, 
teacher or carer. Prices start 
at £9.95. Find out more at 
www.autism.cc, or tel: 01482 
651695. 


{ 
| 
| 
/ 
i 
) 
| 
| 


DID YOU KNOW? - DN is 
available on tape, disk and by e- 


mail. Contact Talking Newspapers, 
see contents, page 2. 


NOW SUCCESSFUL 
CRASH TESTED 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


easycare 


Further information from 


Easy Care 


Products Limited. 


Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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CE 


ia 
- 
Line 


Disability and Social Policy: 
Constructions Across the Life 
Course by Wendy Nicole 
Davies. £7.50. Available (post 
free) from UEA, Norwich, 
NR47T]J, or tel: 01603 
592087. 


The Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation has published 
Disabled People and the 
Internet: Experiences, 
Barriers and Opportunities 
by Doria Pilling, Paul Barrett 
and Mike Floyd, the latest in 
its Digital Age series. This 
report focuses on the social 
implications of internet 
provision of goods and 
services. Free, accessible PDF 
and Microsoft Word versions 
are available from 
www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop. 
£15.95 in paperback. 


The Lake District National 
Park Authority is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary by 
inviting disabled people to 
explore Hawkshead on 3 
July. The event will include 
walks and guided tours. 
Refreshments will be 
provided. Booking is 
essential. Tel: 01539 446601. 


The English Sports 
Association for People with 
Learning Disability (ESAPLD) 
is holding CoachCamp, a 
training and coaching event 
for volunteers working in 
disability sport, in 
Manchester from 8-11 July. 
The event will enable 
volunteers, sports providers, 
coaches and parents the 


Wanted 


The Caudwell Charitable 
Trust, which is a children’s 
charity that helps sick, 
disabled and terminally ill 
children with donations 
including specialist 

medical equipment and 
treatment, is appealing for 
individuals requiring funding 
to contact them on 

0845 300 1348, or see 
www.caudwellcharity.com 
for an application form. All 
applications will be treated 
in confidence. 


ACROSS: 


22. Alabama 23. Acres 


DOWN: 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


Available to order from York 
Publishing Services, 64 
Hallfield Road, Layerthorpe, 
York, YO31 7ZQ, tel: 01904 
430033, or order online at 
www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop 


Pighog has published 
Dangerous Territory, an 
audiobook for children by 
John McConnell, with a 
soundtrack by Keith 
Tipping. The story tells the 
tale of a disabled boy’s 
battle to save the animals 
he loves. Aimed at 6-12 
year olds. £8.99. Available 
from Talking Books, tel: 
020 7491 4117, or see 
www.talkingbooks.co.uk. 
To contact Pighog, tel: 
01273 242850, see 
www.pighog.co.uk, or email: 
info@pighog.co.uk 


opportunity to become 
qualified coaches in a range 
of sports. Courses include 
football, swimming and 
athletics, and there is also an 
evening entertainment 
programme. Tel: 08451 
298992, or see 
www.esapld.co.uk 


YMCA England is hosting a 
conference titled Family 
Togetherness with Special 
Needs in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire on 14 July. The 
conference will discuss various 
parent and child special needs 
projects from around the UK, 
and will include presentations 
and workshops. Tel: 01244 
403090, or email: 
adamsach@hotmail.com 


Disability West Midlands 
offers an annual bursary of 
£1,000 for disabled students 
in the West Midlands area. 
The bursary aims to help 
with the costs of university, 
including support, transport 
and work/volunteer 
placements. The deadline for 
applications for this year’s 
award is 9 July. For more 
information and an 
application form, tel: 0121 
414 1616, or see www.dwm. 
org.uk/educbursary 


1. Notes 4. Sidecar 8. Leisure 9. Aspic 10. Odds 11. Dementia 
13. Matt 14. Veil 16. Nonsense 17. Aria 20. Elope 21. Hoarder_ |} 


1. Nelson Mandela 2. Third 3. Scum 4. Skewer 5. Diabetes 
6. Capital 7. Richard Harris 12. Etcetera 13. Mendoza 
15. Asthma 18. RADAR 19. Lara 
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Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


¢ Public Appointments 


e Personal 


NEIL 29 E. London/Essex. I have mild 
cp and gsoh, work part time and 
drive. Seeking lady to share my time. 
The world could be our oyster, Box 
no: 283 


MAN (48) 5’2”, invisible disability, car 
owner, works in London, lives in 
Kent. Looking for lady disabled or 
able bodied for friendship or relation- 
ship, any age. Box no: 284 


MY NAME IS Michael. I am a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have a 
rare type of dyslexia. Interests are 
history, old time dancing, piano, 
newspaper cuttings and steam 
engines. | am a young looking 54 and 
witm a lady, perhaps younger. I am 6 
fr and slim. I live near Bishops 
Stortford. Box no: 285 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4, P reg, 33k miles, 
blue with 4 seats + wheelchair space, 
12 months’ MOT, 4 new tyres, fsh, 
rear access ramp. £2,000 ono. 
Tel: 01892 546188 (Kent). 


AUDI 100 2.3 Estate, auto, hand 


controls, new MOT, metallic 


HOW TO REPLY 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


Recruitment 41 


To reply to a personal ad indicate the Box Number and mark the envelope Private 
and Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. Send it to DN, address on page 2. 


kmc 


international 


CHAIR, SOCIAL SECURITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Location flexible 


The Social Security Advisory Committee (SSAC) is an independent 
statutory body, sponsored by the Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP). The SSAC is responsible for giving advice to the Secretary of 
State for Work and Pensions on a range of social security matters, 
including the links with labour market and wider social welfare issues. It 
has the power to scrutinise proposals for secondary legislation, and its 
reports on proposals for legislation are published by the Secretary of 
State. Membership of the Committee represents a range of expertise and 
a wide spectrum of opinion and interests. 


The Chair is responsible for planning and controlling the Committee’s 
business as well as keeping in touch with the current social security 
matters and liaising with the Department and its customer service delivery 
businesses. The Chair represents the Committee in discussions with 
Ministers and with a range of external bodies. 


The successful candidate is likely to have a wide interest in social policy 


approx 5 days per month 


c. £20,000pa 


matters, as well as an understanding of the economic context in which the 
social security system operates. Already an acknowledged leader in your 
field, you will have a successful track record in 

@ analysing complex legal and technical issues, with the ability to take a 
strategic overview; 

® co-ordinating and directing the contributions of senior figures presenting 
differing views and opinions; and 

@ taking an independent stance, requiring tact, diplomacy, discretion and 
high level communication skills. 

The role is part time, involving around one day a week on Committee 
business, with remuneration in the region of £20,000pa plus expenses. 
The appointment is for three years in the first instance. 

DWP is an equal opportunities employer aiming for the widest possible 
diversity in its workforce, drawing recruits from every part of the 
community. It welcomes suitably qualified people irrespective of religion, 
gender, disability, race, age, marital status or sexual orientation. 


silver, 100k miles. Superb mechanics. 
Offers? Tel: 01384 232225. Email: 
kngbrndn@aol.com 


More linage, see pg 44 


For an information pack containing further details of the SSAC, a description of the role of the Chair and application 
instructions, please contact David Binney at kmc international, the DWP’s consultants, at ssace@kmcinternational.com, by 
post at 7 Old Park Lane, London W1K 1QR, or download the documents at www.kmcinternational.com. The closing date for 
receipt of applications is Friday 16th July 2004. Please quote reference 658/5 


¢ Recruitment (on page 41 to 46) 


disability 


- 
Disability West is an exciting new initiative set up to create sustainable 
employment opportunities and options for disabled people, working in 


conjunction with employers, voluntary sector providers and Jobcentre Plus. 


HAFAD (Hammersmith and Fulham Action on 


et AR AD Disability) is one of London’s leading disability 
organisations and has been at the cutting edge 


of the disability movement since 1979. 


EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Scale SOI, starting at £24,129 incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
36 hours per week 


You will focus on co-ordinating support services to enable disabled people with physical 
impairments to gain access into employment. You will work closely with Jobcentre 
Plus and other job brokerage agencies to ensure individual training and support needs 
are met. You will also provide on-going support during probationary periods and 
assist with the establishment of appropriate access support in the workplace. 

Other key tasks will include working with disabled people to identify the barriers that 
currently exclude them from employment, and establishing a usable body of evidence. 
Ref: HAFAD/EDW 


ICT HOME LEARNING SUPPORT WORKER 
(PAN-IMPAIRMENT) 


Scale SOI, £24,129 (pro rata) incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
21 hours per week 


You will be located within HAFAD’s Computer Access Project and linked to our 
onsite training facilities. You will co-ordinate our Computer Home Loan Scheme. This 
will include outreach work, assessing and installing appropriate IT systems and 
developing individual learning programmes with disabled people in their homes. You 
will also help to link disabled people to job opportunities through an online network. 
Ref: HAFAD/ICT. 


Both posts are based at HAFAD, but will work closely with the Disability West 
partnership. 


For further details and an application pack (please state format), please 
e-mail jobs@hafad.org.uk or telephone 020 7471 8510, or write to 
Rosario at Hammersmith and Fulham Action on Disability, The Greswell 
Centre, Greswell Street, London SW6 6PX. Fax: 020 7610 9786. 
Textphone: 020 7610 9696. Please quote the relevant job reference. 


Closing date: 12 July 2004. Interviews will be held on 22 July 2004 for the 
EDW post and 23 July 2004 for the ICT post. 


HAFAD particularly welcomes applications from disabled people and people from Black and minority 
ethnic communities. Charity No: 1091518. Company No: 4237604. 


The project, supported by the London Development Agency, will be led and delivered by specialist voluntary sector agencies in partnership with statutory 
services. These agencies will offer tailored packages of intensive support to individuals with mental health problems, physical disabilities, sensory 
impairments and learning disabilities. The project will also provide a parallel support service to employers offering advice and support on legislative 
changes, access issues and effective induction and on-going support mechanisms. 


Services will be delivered for both employers and potential clients across three West London boroughs: Ealing, Hammersmith and Fulham, and Brent and 
by four agencies: Hammersmith and Fulham Action on Disability, Hammersmith and Fulham Mind, Ealing Mencap and Brent Mencap. 


We are now seeking dedicated and experienced staff who wish to be part of this exciting new initiative. You will be employed by the partner organisations 
and will be part of the Disability West cross borough, pan-disability team. You will be supported and advised by an existing successful cross borough 
partnership called ‘WorkAble’ which has representation from a wide range of stakeholders. 


Hammersmith and Fulham Mind is one of the 
, largest Mind organisations in the country, and 
is a dynamic organisation providing a range of 


For better mental health services for people with mental health problems. 


EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
(MENTAL HEALTH) 


Scale SOI, starting at £24,129 incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
35 hours per week 


You will work with employers, users of mental health services and a range of agencies 
over the three boroughs, to develop employment and training opportunities for 
people with mental health problems. You must be able to sell the project to 
employers and provide them with the support they need to recruit and employ 
people who have mental health problems. You will also support individuals into and 
during employment. 

You will need experience in the mental health field and knowledge of disability 
policies and legislation. Ref: MIND/EDW. 


SUPPORT WORKER 
(MENTAL HEALTH) 


Scale 6, starting at £22,032 incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
35 hours per week 


You will provide support for individuals with mental health problems to help them to 
access and sustain employment and training. You will work with a range of agencies, 
including statutory and voluntary mental health services, to engage service users and 
devise and deliver individually tailored support packages. 

You will need experience in the mental health field and the ability to take a work- 
focused approach. You will also need an understanding of the requirements of 
employers and the difficulties faced by users of mental health services when trying to 
enter the workforce. Ref: MIND/SW 


For an application pack, please telephone Luisa on 020 8741 0661, or write 
to The Administrator, Hammersmith and Fulham Mind,153 Hammersmith 
Road, London W14 0QL. Please quote the relevant job reference. 


Hammersmith and Fulham Mind is working towards meaningful equal opportunities in employment 
practice, service development and delivery. We welcome applications from users and ex-users of 
mental health services. Charity No. 801259. Company No. 2257523. 


: ene Se ne 


mencap 


UPERCARE 


Supercare is a project of Ealing Mencap that 
for the last five years has trained people with 
Learning Difficulties to NVQ Level |. 


S 


EXIT TO EMPLOYMENT MANAGER 


Scale SOI, starting at £24,129 incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
35 hours per week 

You will work with employers, opening up employment possibilities for people with 
learning difficulties across the three boroughs. You will manage and work with an 
employment support worker, Ref: EM/EEM. 


EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT WORKER 


Scale 6, starting at £22,032 incl. ILW (cost of living increase pending) 
35 hours per week 


You will work with the Employment Manager and trainees who are work-ready to 
write their CVs, improve interview technique and help them to find and settle into 
paid employment. Ref: EM/ESW. 


For an application pack, please e-mail admin@supercare.org.uk or 
telephone 020 8222 6588, or write to Ealing Mencap Supercare, 
Freshway House, 16 Eastman Road, London W3 7YG. 

Please quote the relevant job reference. 


Charity No.105406!. Company No. 3039319. 


Please note that applicants must apply directly to the individual 
organisations for the posts they are interested in. 


Closing date for applications, unless otherwise stated: 
Monday 5 July 2004. 


Interviews unless otherwise stated, will be held in the week 
beginning 19 July 2004. 


SSUSPRPSOSRST. ED SUB: Y. 


Hammenmith) LONDO' 


& Fulham Doar Wikesay 
SVMs OUT Community WORKING FOR THE MAYOR OF LONDON 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 41 to 46) 


Enabled Parking Ltd. PO Box 329 York YO23 1WA 
Tel: 0845 600 8575 Fax 0871 733 4248 


Email: info@enabledparking1.demon.co.uk 


X2 Parking Wardens required based in Skelmersdale Lancashire 


Issuing Penalty notices to people using Disabled and 
user-specific bays without permits. Weekend work 


essential. Temp with poss. of perm. after three months. 


Salary: Basic pay @ £5.50 per hour for first three months, 


after which performance related benefits will be included. 


* For Sale (cont’d pg 45) 


CCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


£11,250 
£12,995 
£11,250 
£19,250 
£6,750 
£POA 
£19,995 
£16,995 
£16,995 
£13,495 
£12,500 
£8,750 
£7,995 
£11,500 
£8,995 
£6,495 
Choice of 14 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 6 
Choice of 9 


2002 02 VW Caddy TDi, Invatravel, 11,000 miles 

2001 51 Peugeot Expert Chairman, 6 seats, 43,000 miles 
2001 Y Berlingo 1.6 Brotherwood, 1 owner, 16,000 miles 
2000 X Brotherwood Sharan TDi, Manual, 30,000 miles 
2000 X Suzuki Wagon R Jubilee, 1 owner, 20,000 miles 
2000 X Mercedes V220 CDi, Auto, side lift 

2000 W Mercedes V220 CDi Ambiente, side lift 

2000 W Mercedes V200 CDi, Trend, side lift, 30,000 miles 
2000 W Brotherwood Galaxy TDi, Auto, raised roof, Ghia 
2000 V Sharan Automotive TDi, 2 owners, 11,000 miles, A/C 
1999 V Peugeot Expert TD Hill Grau, 5+ chair A/C 

1999 V Escort Chairman diesel, 44,000 miles, PAS, 1 owner 
| 1999 T Toyota Cruiser, petrol, PAS, c/l, 1 owner, 40,000 miles 
1998 R Sharan Automotive TDi, Auto, 1 owner 

1997 P Fiat Ulysses Jubilee conversion 

1995 M Serena 1.6 LX Brotherwood, PAS, 47,000 miles 

VW Transporters & Caravelles 

Mercedes Vito’s 

Kangoo & Berlingo models 

Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


01634 243596 
www. gfclarke.com 


sed Adapted Vehicles 


The biggest and best choice in the UK 
Wheelchair Accessible & Wheelchair Drivers 


Peugeot Expert diese Iwith chair lift 
Volkswagen Combi diesel low floor 
Renault Kangoo Auto’s accessible 
Toyota Hi-aces ramps + 4 seats from 
3 Suzuki Wagon Auto Low floor & ramp 
Renault Kangoo low floors from 
3 Grand Voyager Liberty. Low floor 
Renault Espace 2.2 Dti Lowered floor 
3 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Low floors 
VW Caravelle diesels. Ramps/winches 
Citroen Dispatch diesel low floor 
VW fully automated wheelchair driver £19,995 
Renault Trafic diesel .. very low mileage £9,995 
Renault Kango’s with lowered floors £11,995 
Renault Trafic with ramp & lux trim £5,995 
Renault Kangoo diesel low floor £9,995 


Over 50 Mobility vehicles in stock from £3,995 


0121 502 2252 GME 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Rd. South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ, 


£7,995 
£8,495 
£9,995 
£7,995 
£9.995 
£7,995 
£24,995 
£14,995 
£12,995 
£12,495 
©1995 
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Shape our future 


Dual Sensory Impairment Co-ordinator 


£19,185 - £25,911 


In Nottingham, we want to reach out to people with dual sensory 
impairment, to give them the skills and confidence to encourage 
independence and make them feel included in our community. 


In this new and unique role, the qualified applicant will co-ordinate 
the dual sensory impairment activity within the city council, 
developing and promoting a range of services to adults and children 


and their families. 


If you want to be part of shaping a better future, then get in | 


touch today. 


For further information and to apply, visit 4 
www.tribalgwt.com/dualsensory or contact Corporate HR, 
The Guildhall, Nottingham NG1 1BT on (0115) 915 4624. 
Minicom available during office hours. 

Email: general.personnel@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

Applications are welcome from all sections of the community. 


Closing date: 23 July 2004. 


Interviews: 6 August 2004. We } } 
SAR Wz 

Ey _ Gyof Nottingham | 
EX NOTTINGHAM 6 style is legendary 
{ 


e Courses 


ede Quail 


online Disability Equality Training 


| don't 
discriminate 
against 
disabled 
people, 


do | a 


www.webequality.org.uk 
is free to disabled people 


DID YOU KNOW? 


DN is available on 
tape, disk and by e- 
mail. Contact Talking 
Newspapers, see 
contents, page 2. 


Ref: SS/9670A 


The Tavistock and Portman NHS 


NHS Trust 
THE TAVISTOCK CLINIC TRAINING PROGRAMMES 2004-2005 
Postgraduate Certificate/Diploma in Psychotherapeutic Approaches 


to Working with People with Learning Disabilities (Ref. D5) 

The course is for professionals working with children, adolescents and adults with 
learning disabilities for a minimum of 2 years in health, education or social services. It is 
a part-time 2-year course held on Friday afternoons, leading to the award of Postgraduate 
Diploma (undergoing validation). This course is offered in partnership with the University 
of East London. 


This course will help you to: 

e Further your understanding of psychodynamic theory as applied to people with 
learning disabilities. 

e Develop your skills in working with multi-disciplinary staff groups. 

e Enhance your clinical skills through lively discussion of case material and facilitate 
the linking of theory with practice. 


Work Discussion Group for Professionals Working in Autism (Ref. D16) 
The course is for staff interested in the filed of autism. The course explores working with 
children and adolescents with Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome and Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders and for their families. It would be valuable for people working in health, 
education, social services and the voluntary sector. Seminars takes place on Monday 
evenings and the course runs for 1 year. 


This course will help you to: 

e Enhance your clinical skills through lively discussion of case material and facilitate the 
linking of theory with practice. 

e Focus on thinking about the emotional experience of children and adolescents with 
autism and autistic features and the impact on their families. 


Further information 
Academic Services, 
The Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust, 120 Belsize Lane, London NW3 5BA 
Tel: 020 7447 3722 Fax: 020 7447 3837 
Email: academic@tavi-port.org Web: www.tavi-port.org 


A copy of the academic prospectus 2004-2005 is available on request 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 41 to 46) a. . ° Holidays (cont’d pg 45) 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


BRYN MEIRION LODGE 
Amlwch Road, Benllech, Anglesey, North 
Wales, LL74 88k. Tel: 01248 853118 
Hotel adapted for wheelchair users. Ensuite 
specialised rooms with ceiling hoists and 
electric beds. Also available 1 self-catering 
unit. Book now to avoid disappointment 
www.brynmeirioniodge.co.uk 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 


Florida villa owned by 


All sorts of people, doing all sorts of jobs. 


- That's what it takes to serve Walsall’s diverse multi-cultural community. 
+ Py: a4 


DIVERSITY MAKES [HE DiIFEER ENC: 


Everyone has something different to offer. Everyone has different skills 
and abilities. Different backgrounds. Different cultures. 


Here at Walsall Council we celebrate those differences. 


For details about current job opportunities at Walsall Council 
please visit our website at 


www.walsall.gov.uk/jobshop 


Alternatively to receive your first free copy of our 
Job Shop Weekly bulletin, which can be provided in various formats, 
you can contact us by: 


e Telephone: 01922 652064/01922 653504 
(office hours/24 hour answer service) 


Textphone: 01922 653531 
(for deaf/hearing impaired people only) 


paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12. 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in 

shower. Large pool with water 

‘ operated seat for a disabled 

e SMS Text: Walsall jobs (plus your message followed by your name and 
address) send to 60003. 


by Walsall 


Metropolitan Borough Council 


person. A holiday you can take 
with confidence. Contact John 
Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. Hoist and electric bed. On working farm — 
peaceful location, central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated swimming pool. Also B&B. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


DIVERSITY AT WORK we 


rv 7) as rif itnty 4 te if NY WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
1 JOT CE ee we Pes hae HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 
i Bir ] ‘ <4 Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. | 
Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 
' warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 
you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 
Dp rl nc i Da H Aci V j ser Par ’ i : if at q on ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 
£48,000 pro rata « Job share - three days per week Cornwall ~ Accessible Country Lodges 
Purpose-built for disabled guests. Sleeps six people 
SCIE promotes good practice in social care, by By joining us, therefore, you can apply your own passion Minutes from beaches and Eden Project. Includes use 
. : . a Xe . ° . . of communal indoor swimming pool and bar 
' researching what works best and sharing this knowledge for participation to help raise standards in social care Call Winged Fellowship Trust: 0845 345 1971 
with all kinds of people involved in the sector. throughout the country. Baap ot ne Redes hale Nee 22 
: Participation is a key theme within SCIE. What makes To find out more about this influential role, please call HARTGROVE FARM, DORSET 
our work so valuable is the input we get from our 020 7089 6884 (24 hrs) or email us on aoa ae pa oo aes ie 
: : : - : arm. A really lovely holiday for disable 
stakeholders — particularly service users. We are also recruitment@scie.org.uk for a recruitment pack. guests and their families. Glorious countryside 
undertaking a number of innovative projects on the use CVs will not be accepted. Closing date: 12pm, 19th July. and views. Logfires, C.H. mobile hoist and 
one . . : : ‘ : : F other equipment. Care homes very welcome. 
of participation in delivering better services. Interviews will be held in September. pine 
The Principal Advisor's responsibilities include For more information about SCIE and this position visit www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
management of SCIE's Partners’ Council, leading on the www.scie.org.uk zi 
eon POL 4 The Algarve, Portugal 
pometparionsiyetie im SCIEs work programme val We value diversity in our workforce and are committed to a ae 
drawing up and implementing strategies that promote equal opportunities. Disabled candidates who meet the Homie oiiome ACen ey ane miendly Home 


en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. 
For brochures and flights with A.T.O.L. agents, 
tel: 00 351 289 396589, fax: 00 351 289 394924. 


participation. With your job share partner you will decide essential criteria are guaranteed an interview. 
on the division of these responsibilities between you. 


social care 
institute for excellence 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 
Newly converted barn on small family 
farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bathrooms. Sleeps 4. For details 
contact Esme Eyles 01726 883240 or 
www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


'@ 


me ce as | 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 


if; a fl classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block i : 
Classified linage advertisements capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space Linage styles ] 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. | 
EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. | 
| | | |_ | | | | |_| | |_ Cost: £8 per line. Tick box below. ] 
eee ey ee a iaaoe , 

semi-display linage advert. Cost: £8 
| - | as og (bee | ele | a | | tol, ae ds [a5 la ells eerily hen | | al | a! | = | whe | tl | | zal | | =| per line plus £10. Tick box below. ] 
ee eee Peete ee eet eT | ee ed eal kee —— I 
2a ae | | Pe S| 2 [pel peo dhe tal al eile lt le alles (| plas | | | eae ee oe | a eee box Sir ge ret wet per line 

plus £2U. 1c Ox below. 
pO a ic el fica A Me De Pe DB I 
Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, Continue on a separate sheet if necessary Ge) Standard linage advert 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to O Se acdiplic hance adeet ' 
| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

: : : : : iter ; A : : () Box linage advert | 
DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. J 
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RENAULT TRAFIC AUTO, F reg, 20k 
miles, hand controls, tail lift, MOT, 
part camper conversion. Open to 
offers. Tel: 01384 232225. Email: 


kngbrndn@aol.com 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.8 
1998, Brotherwood conversion. All 
electrics, metallic blue, 10 months’ 
MOT, 5 months’ tax, 42k miles, 
excellent condition. £6,995 ono. Tel: 
01305 259296. 


FORD COURIER 1.3 Mobility 
Solutions conversion incl rear 
ramp. T reg, 8,400 miles, MOT 
expires March 05, only one owner, 
\fsh, Electric front windows, pas, 
carries 4 plus wheelchair. £9,750 
ono. Tel: 01202 895613. 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 W reg, pas, 
automatic, MOT, serviced June 05, 
converted by Constables. Two rear 
seats, ramp access for w/c passenger, 
21k miles. £8,500. Tel: 07778 125993 


Essex). 


ADAPTED HAND CONTROL Cars: 
Daewoo S Reg, air con, low mileage, 
auto. Nubira Estate £5,000 ono. 
Vauxhall Astra K reg, sunroof, auto, 
£1,500. Tel: 020 8593 6386. 


MITSUBISHI SPACE WAGON, F reg, 


manual £550. Tel: 020 8593 6386. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR passenger seat 
for Ford Escort Mk 7, hardly used. 
£75. Tel: 01909 500749. 


VOLVO 850SE 2.5 auto estate, L reg, 
96k miles, full MOT, fsh, elec win- 

| dows, s/mirror. Warranty June 05, 
vgc, hand controls, £3,800. Tel: 01970 
890486. 


CHAIRMAN FIAT FIORINO 1.7 Diesel, 
Gowrings conversion 4 seats plus 
wheelchair folding ramp, electric 
winch, 1995 M Reg, 32k miles, 10 
months’ Mot, vgc, £2000 ono Tel: 
01206 824348. 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC Tdi 2002 red, 50k 
miles, Constables conversion plus 
wheelchair, still under warranty. Cost 
£18,000 new, fsh, will sell for £13,500. 
Tel: 01443 475385 or mobile: 07779 
244917. 


ROVER 416 AUTO with hoist for pas- 
senger, one owner, new MOT, excel- 
lently maintained, only 50k miles 
despite K reg. £1,500. Tel/fax: 020 
8455 6181. 


| VW CARAVELLE VARIANT 2.5Tdi, 
V reg, Invatravel conversion, Ricon 
| rear tail lift. Seats 6 plus one wheel- 
i chair/4 plus 2 wheelchairs. 46k miles, 
full electrics, dashboard air con, 
CD/cassette radio. Mint condition, 
any inspection, £13,000. Tel: 01902 
344365 or mobile: 07793 282891. 


Email: tonybristow@lineone.net 


[CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER 353)5 


11997 N reg, left hand drive, 5 


seats and room for wheelchair, 
dual controls (hand and/or feet), 
auto, lowered floor, automatic 
sliding side door and ramp, 40k 
miles, fsh, only 1 owner from new, 
wheelchair locking mechanism 
enabling driver to be wheelchair 
user. 12 months’ MOT, in excellent 
condition. £11,995 ono. Tel: 0161 
702 9541. 


RED NISSAN VANETTE 2.3 Diesel, 
Brotherwood adaption, would suit 
large wheelchair user. Rear entry 
height Sft (I metre and 52.5cm). W 
reg (2000). 60k miles, 2 rear seats. 4 

| point w/chair clamp + 2 point seat 
belt points. One user, fsh, only one 
owner, full Mot + Tax. Very good 
condition. £8,500. Tel: 01985 218883 
or email: Ellkayc40@aol.com 


RENAULT TRAFIC 2.2 11100, 40k 
miles, R reg, Versa conversion with 
tracking, winch, spring assisted ramp 
and clamps, 5 seats and wheelchair, 
long MOT, clean and tidy. £6,500 
ono. Tel: 01362 687942 (Norfolk). 


——————— ee _C*”F 
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‘Super Site’ 
Brand New 
Hi-Tech Facility 


St. Helens, Merseyside 


This is your chance to joina 
fast developing and rapidly 
expanding business that 
already produces an extensive 
range of high quality products 
on behalf of leading names in 
the personal care and 
household toiletries sectors, as 
well as our in-house ‘Only 
Natural’ range. 


As a key division within the 
National Remploy 
Organisation, the UK’s largest 
employer of disabled people - 
we’ve invested over £10m in 
a brand new 10,000 sqm 
hi-tech facility, resulting in a 
significant boost in capacity 
and a superb platform for 
continuing business growth. 


To apply, please write with 
full CV and salary details, 
clearly stating position of 
interest, to: Marie Jarvis, 
HR Department, Remploy 
Ltd.,Britannia Road, 
Banbury, Oxon OX16 5DP. 


Remplo 


at ABO 


Development Chemist/Senior 
Lab Technician - £24,000 + Benefits 


Acting as a champion for our NPD activities, your role will offer increasing involvement 
across a range of formulation and development work - right from initial concept to 
final completion - on both new and existing product lines. Working closely with the 
Brand Manager, you’ll manage the interface between development and manufacturing 
- setting standards, maintaining consistency of production, problem solving and 
ensuring compliance with environmental legislation. 


With a track record of delivering cost reduction and service/quality improvements, 
through innovation and best practice, you must have significant development 
experience within the personal care, cosmetics and/or household product sectors. In 
addition, we also expect well developed management skills and a good understanding 
of the complete manufacturing cycle - covering both traditional and modern 
applications. 


B uye l - c.£20,000 + Benefits 


Reporting to the Purchasing and Planning Manager, you'll be a key member of a small, 
yet fully integrated supply chain team, with a brief to ensure that raw and packaging 
materials are sourced and negotiated at the optimum price. It’s a broad based role, 
focusing on the key performance measures of quality, service, availability and total 
customer satisfaction, with specific responsibility for developing strategies to 
continuously reduce overall costs, whilst at the same time adding real value to both 
the buying process and bottom line. 


Of graduate calibre and probably holding or working towards CIPS membership, you 
should have 3-4 years procurement experience in a related FMCG environment, ideally 
including involvement in the purchase of packaging materials or chemical products. 
Alongside this, we also expect excellent negotiation skills and a proven ability to deliver 
cost reduction and service/quality improvements, through the application of purchasing 
‘best practice’ and innovative use of supplier resources/input. 


La b Tec h n ICI a Nn ™ c.£16,000 + Benefits 


Focusing on formulation development work for new and existing product ranges, 
you'll act as an interface between the laboratory and manufacturing, with a brief to 
measure standards, calibrate equipment and ensure consistency of batch production, 
as well as compliance with relevant legislation. 


Ideally from a toiletries, personal care or pharmaceutical background, you should have 
up to 3 years related laboratory experience, backed by a good knowledge of technical 
product development activities, equipment procedures and systems, along with the 
ability to work to business critical deadlines. A willingness for self development is 
essential. 


In each case, we can offer a competitive salary and 
benefits package, but perhaps more importantly, 
genuine career development opportunities within a 


‘ : : eee Openings across the 
progressive and ethical national organisation. 


organisation for disabled 


management ing 


opportunities (new raduates). . 


Tel: 0870 242 1121. 


Email: graduate@remploy.co.uk _ 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8 Brotherwood con- 
version, rear wheelchair accesss. Also, 
comes with front seat wheelchair sys- 
tem worth £5,000. F reg, 80k miles, 
only 2 owners, fsh, in good condition. 
£3,000 ono. Tel: 020 8224 1749. 


FIESTA COMBI VAN 1.8 diesel, P reg 
with Brotherwoods conversion incl 
rear ramp, 4 wheelchair points with 2 
rear seats. MOT til Feb 05, pas, 52k 
miles, regularly serviced. £3,695 ono. 
Tel: 01432 371433 or mobile: 078111 
34405. 


TOYOTA HIACE 2.3, diesel, 02 reg, pas, 
14k miles only, full wheelchair access 
through ramp, carries 6 incl driver 
and wheelchair passenger. Only one 
owner, in excellent condition, £10,500 
ono. Tel: 020 8690 3480 or mobile: 
07961 171305. 


MINIBUS WITH WHEELCHAIR lift 
access, diesel, N reg, 1 to 4 w/chairs 
seats accordingly, pas. £3,000 ono. 
Tel: 01273 241066. 


VW SHARAN 1.9TDI, registered late 
2001, only 2 owners, 85k miles, still 
under warranty, fsh, high spec, silver, 
115 bhp, 6 speed. Automotive conver- 
sion, carries 6 incl wheelchair. £12,500 
ono. Tel: 01620 894990. 


* Household/family 


MERLIN BATTERY OPERATED battery 
operated bath seat new £599. No rea- 
sonable offer refused. mfassociates@ 
glowinternet.net or 07774 128128. 


SHOWER DOORS, AKW Medicare for 
shower area of 120 cms sq. £250 ono. 
Tel: 01782 373244. 


RISER RELAXER DUAL electric motorised 
armchair, never used, cost £999 ex 
VAT, £350. Tel: 01483 769307. 


BECK FOLDING ELECTRIC wheelchair, 
kerb climber, good condition, £300 
ono. Tel: 01442 865470 (Herts). 


STERLING CLASSIC 3-WHEEL scooter, 
excellent condition, recent service 


£600 ono. Tel: 01442 865470 (Herts). 


SHOPRIDER NIPPY ELECTRIC wheel- 


chair, as new, immaculate condition, 


£500 ono. Tel: 01442 865470 (Herts). 


WHEELCHAIR CASSETTE LIFT £250 ono 
and lightweight folding ramp £325 to 
fit van. Tel: 01568 760320. 


THREE YEAR OLD = Autochair, 


folds, lifts and locks manual wheel- 


chair in 90 seconds. Wheelchair size | 


when closed. L870 mm, H930mm, 


w300 mm. £800 ono. Tel: 01202 } 


730015. 


AZTEC HORIZON 4-WHEEL scooter, only 


3 weeks old and hardly used, genuine } 
reason for sale, 12 months’ warranty. | 


Long distance, max range 35 miles on | 


full charge, front and rear lights, with 
storage capacity. Bright yellow and in 
pristine condition, £4,250 ono. Tel: 
01207 236599. 


STIRLING ELITE XS 4 wheel scooter i 


12 months old. Indistinguishable 


from new, genuine reason for sale } 
£1,500 could deliver within 100 } 
miles. Tel: 01422 822668 or mob } 


07770 643781. 


Specialists in Trikes for children 
and adults, from £180-£380 
Tel: 01622 815615 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guc® Extra Strong Playpens. 
pro Extra Large Stairgates. 
new Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


digh Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 

Adam Price.We also supply and 
nstall all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adamprice.avr@tiscali.co.uk 


MAYDAY PRODUCTS 
Help protect your wheelchair on 
doard planes, boats, trains and cars. 
VHEELCHAIR TRAVEL BAG © 2003. 
www.maydayproducts.com 
email: maydayuk@oxfree.com 
Tel: 01491 680103. 


’owerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


DEADLIINE 


| 


DN Extra July 2004 
oublished 10 July. 


Disability Now August 
2004 published 31 July. 
Classified deadlines: 
Booking: 16 July. 

Copy: 20 July. 


SCANDINAVIAN MOBILITY ELECTRIC 
wheelchair reclining back lifting and 
‘ising seat for indoor/outdoor use, 
with standard footrests, kerbclimbers’ 
able and charger. Vgc, £700. Tel: 
1767 650692. 


=55 ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, red 
‘rame, lights, vgc, cost £4,500 new, 
£1,500 ono. Tel: 01206 211444. 


ISABLED MAN WITH MS requires a 
driver in North London for medical 
ippointments and social activities. Tel 
aul: 020 8883 4060. 


HEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE, 
iny make or model. Enquire 
with details, will travel. Tel: 01924 
407249. 


¢ Recruitment (on page 41 to 46) 


A dynamic and ground-breaking university, UEL now has a record 17,000 
students from more than 100 countries worldwide. Diverse and multicultural, it has a great 
sense of community and, with its new internationally acclaimed Docklands campus, UEL is a major force in 
the regeneration of the Thames Gateway region. 


Classified 45 


UGL 


University of 
East London 
ey www.uel.ac.uk 


SHAPING THE FUTURE 


TWO HEADS OF DEPARTMENT - STUDENT SERVICES 


SALARIES C£45K + EXCELLENT BENEFITS + RELOCATION PACKAGE 


Could you make a REAL difference to the prospects of 17000 students? UEL does so by developing and delivering a pioneering range of services to support 
the general welfare, leisure activities, academic success and employment prospects of all students, helping them to derive maximum benefit from their 
association with us. As a senior member of the management team, you will also contribute to a wide range of strategic and operational issues, co-ordinating 
service provision across all departments. Could you LEAD a major department in the UEL Student Services team? 


HEAD OF STUDENT EXPERIENCE 


Are you the outstanding and creative individual we require to help us achieve our breadth of vision for our students? The mission is to enhance their overall 
experience and achievement and maximise the inclusivity of every student, whatever their personal circumstances may be. With a wide remit, this role has 
specific management responsibility for three key service areas: Disability & Dyslexia, Sports & Recreation and the management of our Health Centres. 


HEAD OF STUDENT INFORMATION, ADVICE & SUPPORT 


Ref. PB/D1160 


REF. PB/D1161 


Is your advisory experience broad enough? This demanding role has specific responsibility for our Student Information Centres, Student Finance Unit, 
Counselling & Advisory Service, Mental Health Advisor and Childcare Support. The mission is to initiate, develop and manage the delivery of these 
information and support services, in order to significantly enhance student experience and maximise student retention. 


Requirements: Applicants must have a good degree, ideally with a post-graduate qualification in education, extensive experience of working with students 
from diverse educational backgrounds and with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of learning styles. Alternatively, you may have gained relevant 
experience in a commercial, community or other non-academic environment, but will have the evident ability to relate quickly to our environment and the 
relevant key issues. Candidates for Head of Student Experience must have evident ability in the management and development of disability services. 
Candidates to either position must have experience in budget management, external fund generation, optimisation of resources and a proven ability to 
increase the range and quality of student services. 


For an application pack please call our consultants Phil Bacon or Gill Atkinson on 020 7636 5444, or forward a CV outlining your suitability for the post, to 
Chartwell Search and Selection Ltd, 34 Queen Anne Street, London W1G 8HE email: phil@chartwellsearch.co.uk. Please quote the correct Job Ref Number. 


Additional information is available on www.uel.ac.uk/vacancies. Applications made via the UEL website will be forwarded to our consultants. The closing 
date for applications is 25th June 2004. 


We are equal opportunities employers who, owing to under representation, particularly welcomes é 
applications from all minority ethnic groups and individuals who have a disability. 1545 


already employed. 


¢ Holidays (cont’d) 


disabilities. Customised to your | 
needs. Lift equipped vehicles. 
Na Great wildlife viewing. 
| www.greenleopard.com 
| safaris@greenleopard.com 
00 254 2057730 


(meee: cs 


ih Specialist Safaris for people with 4 
ui 
é 


4(Kenya) | 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


Support for 
disabled people 


If you have a disability or health condition that 
affects your chances of finding or keeping a job, 
ask to see a Disability Employment Adviser. 
Disability Employment Advisers are based in 
Jobcentre Plus offices and Jobcentres and offer 
a wide range of advice and support. They can 
help you find a job, or stay in work if you are 


The specialist service that Disability Employment 
Advisers provide, includes: 


e advice on finding and keeping a job 
information on training 


support with benefit entitlement and 
programmes like New Deal, and 


e advice on employing disabled people. 


Contact your local Jobcentre Plus office 
or Jobcentre for further information. 


www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 


PAIGNTON DEVON 
WHEEL CHAIR FRIENDLY 6 BERTH CARAVAN 
PURPOSE DESIGN FOR DISABLED GUESTS 
INCLUDES USE OF INDOOR HEATED POOL 
CLUB & BAR FACILITIES. 
CALL DEVON ASBAH 01803 522256. 


LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 single-storey holiday cottages, no steps 
or ramps, in beautiful rural location 
overlooked by 12th century castle. 
For brochure phone 01558 823 059 
www.vacationcottagesWales.com 


PRIMROSE VALLEY 


Luxury 6 berth wheelchair friendly 
holiday caravan to let. Situated 
between Filey and Scarborough in a 
caravan park on the East Coast of 
North Yorkshire at a Haven Park. 
Ring Linda on 01944 768498. 


at Moy, ‘ 
“se/s 
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Part of the Department 
for Work and Pensions 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 


...and make a big impression. Small ads in DN reach 
over 60,000 people for just £8 a line. All small ads 
must be paid for in advance. If you want to advertise, 
please use the form provided. Send it with a cheque 
for the total to Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


PERSONAL ADS 


For personal ads, submit about 25 words and 
send a cheque or postal order for £20 payable 
to Disability Now with your ad. This is to help 
cover our costs. 


disabilitynow July 2004 
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if 46 Classified 


ZROADCASTS IN 
‘LANGUAGES, 


at we have a responsibi 


hy 


Run your own access 
business. Now! 


The DDA has created an 
enormous opportunity. 


Good Access UK is a unique 
access, training and equipment 
franchise, enabling motivated 
people to establish a nationally 
branded access consultancy in 
their locality. 


To register your interest, visit 
www.goodaccess.biz or 
Melony Medhurst on 01452 
887762 today. 


Disability Now maintains the right to amend 


or withdraw linage adverts without prior 
notice. All adverts must comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice. 

Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, for 
confidentiality. Instead, Box numbers will 
be provided. Likewise, telephone numbers 
and addresses will not be given out over 
the telephone if requested. 

Box Numbers can be requested for 
non-personal adverts. However, it may 
limit the response to it. If you want to 
advertise documents, goods or services 
contact Patrick Durham-Matthews 
(tel: 020 7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can only be used by 
private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to Richard 
Gresham (see contact details above). 

DN cannot accept responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters during 
forwarding. It is the responsibility of the 
advertiser to check the content of their 
advert, and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


Supported by 


National Centre for Independent Living 


A centre of excellence, supporting independent living, 
promoting choices and rights. 


Is seeking new board members to help build our future. 


If you The London Bubble Theatre Company seeks a 


@ Understand the barriers disabled people face in society 


FOCUS WORKER, RESPECT PROJECT 


@ Understand independent living issues. 


@ Have experience of serving on a board of trustees or directors 


who will be an integral member of our team committed 
to working creatively with young people in a school 
environment. 


at local, regional or national level 
And if you 
@ Are a disabled person (75% of the board must be disabled people) 
@ With experience (paid or unpaid) of managing paid staff 


The Focus Worker will lead London Bubble’s Respect 
Project in mainstream primary schools in the SE16 area. 
The post is funded by BBC Children in Need. 


We would like hear from you. 


Appointments will be confirmed at our Annual General Meeting 
and Conference ‘A Right to Independent Living’ which takes place on 
10 September 2004 at London’s City Hall. 


The successful candidate will work specifically with pupils 
who are at risk of exclusion, as well as children who need 
support in developing their social skills and raising their 
confidence and self-esteem. 


For more information about the AGM and conference, plus details 
about becoming a member or an application pack to become a 
board member (closing date 16 August 2004) please contact 
office@ncil.org.uk or telephone 020 7587 1663 or write to 
NCIL, 250 Kennington Lane, London SEI | 5RD 


This is a three-year, fixed term contract. 
Salary: £20,660 per annum. 


Information available in print, on tape, in Braille or electronically — 
let us know your preference. 


For an application pack visit www.londonbubble.org.uk/jobs, 
or send an A4 stamped, addressed envelope to: 


Andrea Mason 
London Bubble Theatre Company 
5 Elephant Lane, London SE16 4JD 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 
PHYSIOTHERAPHY 


Treatment programmes combining therapy and play 
for babies, children and adolescents with Cerebral palsy, 


Closing date for applications: Weds 14 July 


Interviews will take place on Thursday 22 July 
Down Syndrome, stroke, head injury, Tumour, 


Dyspraxia, Low tone and slow development. 
Tel / Fax: 020 8998 9403. 


London Bubble strives to be an equal opportunities employer. 
Registered Charity, No. 264 359 


website: www.neuro-physio.co.uk 


—_ SSS 
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ne of the world’s best-loved and most colourful 
characters of children’s fiction is coming to 0 
Chessington World of Adventures this summer. 

Riding around Chessington’s very own Toytown in his 
trademark red and yellow taxi, Noddy will be visiting on 
selected days throughout the summer 
holidays. Little adventurers should listen out 
for the “parp parp” of his car horn or the 
jingle jangle of his famous bell tipped hat 
and they will know he is near! 

DN has six family tickets, worth £54 
each, to give away. Just tick Chessington in the 
entry form for your chance to win. 

Chessington World of Adventures is open until 31 
October 2004. For more information on Noddy, all the 
other rides and attractions at the Park, and details of our Kids 
Go Free every day ticket offer, plus our new Day Planner 
Ticket which guarantees your ride time on five top rides, 
and to receive added benefits by booking in advance, click 
onto www.chessington.com or call 0870 444 4477. 


A SUMMER OF CULTURE 


he National Trust has been saving places for people since 1895. With the help of funds raised 
[ by campaigns, subscriptions and donations from its members, the charity now cares for over 
250,000 hectares of beautiful countryside in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, plus 
600 miles of coastline and more than 200 buildings and gardens of outstanding interest and 
importance. 

DN has a pair of admission tickets up for grabs. These tickets will admit holders to properties of 
the National Trust and the National Trust for Scotland and are valid until May 2005 for as many 
visits as the winner wishes to make. If you are the lucky winner, you will also receive an information 
pack containing a map of National Trust properties, a handbook and a copy of the latest magazine. 
For your chance to win, tick National Trust and return the form to our freepost address. 

_ For more information about The 
National Trust call 0870 458 4000 or 
visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk ae T H E N Al I O N A LE i R U ST 


NTPL/PAUL WAKEFIELD 


LAST MONTH’S WINNERS 


Winners of the tickets to the Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, the Pop-up Mini Greenhouses 


from Sunshine Garden Products, the seeds from Suttons and the wallets from Protect-A-Badge in 
the May issue were, in order, L Caillault from Surrey, C A Russell from Solihull, D Taylor from 
Halifax, M Taylor from Exeter, A Ottoway from Cheshire, G Farrow from Cleveland, G Lawrence 
from Birchington, D Price from Leeds, E Stoewesand from Kettering, M Washington from 
Newcastle, R Skarratt from Staffordshire, A O’Donovan from London, Y Lazarus from Belfast, E 
Pinczewski from Manchester, Mrs Lai from Nottingham, C Neale from Poulton-Le-Fylde, W 
Parry from Derbyshire, F Boulton from Lincoln, A C Brown from Staffordshire, V Ryder from 
Blackpool, M Foster from Mansfield, D Turner from Farnborough, M Shrigley from West 
Midlands, C Hepden from Croydon, L Hughes from Cheshire, P A Reynolds from Hertfordshire, 
: G Brown from Nottinghamshire, M Todd from Cornwall, Z Gibbs from East Sussex, S Jones 


: 


from Livingston, D Stephenson from Cumbria and M Layden from Worcester. 


Up for grabs 47 


a a a a a a eee 
to e nte r Tick the competition circle below, 
add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 
you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 
elizabeth.cowley@scope.org.uk 


©)Chessington ©) National Trust 


¢ closing date for entrants: 23.07.04 ¢ Entrants 


terms & 
conditions 


Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to 


must be over 18 © No proof of purchase required 


¢ UK entrants only ¢ No cash alternatives ¢ 


DN staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced in DN ® In association 
with Chessington World of Adventures and The National Trust. We may use 


your name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if 


you do not wish your details to be included (_} 
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All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 28 June. 


@ WHAT’S NEW FOR DISABLED MOTORISTS? 


Helen Smith reports on this year’s Mobility Roadshow 


@ “CLIMBERS AND CREEPERS” 


The UK’s first interactive botanical play zone at Kew 
Gardens 


© HIDDEN PROBLEM 


Coping with incontinence in 2004 


@ DN’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 


Party pictures 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
1Please reserve me aregular copy of () i 
| Disability Now until further notice 
| Please deliver a copy of Disability Now () 
; to my home address , 
1 1 
BAIN UTC Bete teeters ee ert rence , 
‘Address: re ok CANS IRE et ie at ete eee oe 

Pr ee OP Be eee a EIR rc secciereceqeerttnn : 
| iS il OS (COUG Harn tie soclea vere) be fe tet i 
i i 
! Signature: ! 
iTo the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is I 
I published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. I 


'\t is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. H 
1 Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 1 
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Lewis Reed as a specialist manufacturer of Wheelchair 
= : i< = E ~ @ | Accessible Vehicles, can offer some of the most attractive 
| deals around for safe, stylish and affordable accessible 
transport. We also offer finance (details supplied on request) 
and part exchange facilities. 


@ Quality of design Flexi-seat™ 
e Occupant safety oe 
® Ease of accessibility 

@ D U ra bi I ity The allnew Flexi-seat™ seating system 


@ Va i ue available on the Renault Kangoo & Citroen 
Berlingo 


For more information call 0845 345 0127 or visit 
www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


Toyota Hiace vos Me 


Renault Kangoo All New Citroen Berlingo pala aS 1.9TDi SWB 


Lowered floor/ramp access Lowered floor/ramp access 
1.2P/1.5D/1.6P CEPA I OTH SHE 


Renault Trafic 


Ramp or lift access 
1.9dCi (100) 


— 


Ss 4 s et 


Me Part Exchange Free Delivery Finance Available Home Demos 


(local rate) OF ViSit Www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


e M ot a b j | ity @ VAT and Road Fund Licence usually exempt for DLA holders. Errors & omissions excepted 


Call 0845 


